
Summer Readings 
 

6/27 Matthew 14:22-33 
22 Immediately he made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead to the 
other side, while he dismissed the crowds. 23 And after he had dismissed the 
crowds, he went up the mountain by himself to pray. When evening came, he was 
there alone, 24 but by this time the boat, battered by the waves, was far from the 
land,[a] for the wind was against them. 25 And early in the morning he came 
walking toward them on the sea. 26 But when the disciples saw him walking on the 
sea, they were terrified, saying, “It is a ghost!” And they cried out in fear. 27 But 
immediately Jesus spoke to them and said, “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.” 
28 Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the 
water.” 29 He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat, started walking on the 
water, and came toward Jesus. 30 But when he noticed the strong wind,[b] he 
became frightened, and beginning to sink, he cried out, “Lord, save me!” 31 Jesus 
immediately reached out his hand and caught him, saying to him, “You of little 
faith, why did you doubt?” 32 When they got into the boat, the wind ceased. 33 And 
those in the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.” 

 

7/4 Jeremiah 29:1-7 

These are the words of the letter that the prophet Jeremiah sent from Jerusalem 
to the remaining elders among the exiles, and to the priests, the prophets, and all 
the people, whom Nebuchadnezzar had taken into exile from Jerusalem to 
Babylon. 2 This was after King Jeconiah, and the queen mother, the court officials, 
the leaders of Judah and Jerusalem, the artisans, and the smiths had departed 
from Jerusalem. 3 The letter was sent by the hand of Elasah son of Shaphan and 
Gemariah son of Hilkiah, whom King Zedekiah of Judah sent to Babylon to King 
Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon. It said: 4 Thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of 
Israel, to all the exiles whom I have sent into exile from Jerusalem to 
Babylon: 5 Build houses and live in them; plant gardens and eat what they 
produce. 6 Take wives and have sons and daughters; take wives for your sons, and 
give your daughters in marriage, that they may bear sons and daughters; multiply 
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there, and do not decrease. 7 But seek the welfare of the city where I have sent 
you into exile, and pray to the Lord on its behalf, for in its welfare you will find 
your welfare. 

 

7/11 2 Samuel 3:7; 21:1-14 

Now Saul had a concubine whose name was Rizpah daughter of Aiah. 
And Ishbaal said to Abner, “Why have you gone in to my father’s 
concubine?” 

There was a famine in the days of David for three years, year after year; 
and David inquired of the LORD. The LORD said, “There is bloodguilt on 
Saul and on his house, because he put the Gibeonites to death.” 2 So the 
king called the Gibeonites and spoke to them. (Now the Gibeonites were 
not of the people of Israel, but of the remnant of the Amorites; although 
the people of Israel had sworn to spare them, Saul had tried to wipe them 
out in his zeal for the people of Israel and Judah.) 3 David said to the 
Gibeonites, “What shall I do for you? How shall I make expiation, that 
you may bless the heritage of the LORD?” 4 The Gibeonites said to him, 
“It is not a matter of silver or gold between us and Saul or his house; 
neither is it for us to put anyone to death in Israel.” He said, “What do 
you say that I should do for you?” 5 They said to the king, “The man 
who consumed us and planned to destroy us, so that we should have no 
place in all the territory of Israel— 6 let seven of his sons be handed over 
to us, and we will impale them before the LORD at Gibeon on the 
mountain of the LORD.” The king said, “I will hand them over.” 

7 But the king spared Mephibosheth,[b] the son of Saul’s son Jonathan, 
because of the oath of the LORD that was between them, between David 
and Jonathan son of Saul. 8 The king took the two sons of Rizpah 
daughter of Aiah, whom she bore to Saul, Armoni and 
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Mephibosheth;[c] and the five sons of Merab daughter of Saul, whom she 
bore to Adriel son of Barzillai the Meholathite; 9 he gave them into the 
hands of the Gibeonites, and they impaled them on the mountain before 
the LORD. The seven of them perished together. They were put to death 
in the first days of harvest, at the beginning of barley harvest. 
10 Then Rizpah the daughter of Aiah took sackcloth, and spread it on a 
rock for herself, from the beginning of harvest until rain fell on them 
from the heavens; she did not allow the birds of the air to come on the 
bodies by day, or the wild animals by night. 11 When David was told 
what Rizpah daughter of Aiah, the concubine of Saul, had done, 12 David 
went and took the bones of Saul and the bones of his son Jonathan from 
the people of Jabesh-gilead, who had stolen them from the public square 
of Beth-shan, where the Philistines had hung them up, on the day the 
Philistines killed Saul on Gilboa. 13 He brought up from there the bones 
of Saul and the bones of his son Jonathan; and they gathered the bones 
of those who had been impaled. 14 They buried the bones of Saul and of 
his son Jonathan in the land of Benjamin in Zela, in the tomb of his 
father Kish; they did all that the king commanded. After that, God 
heeded supplications for the land. 

 

7/18 Exodus 5:1-2; 7:8-23 

Afterward Moses and Aaron went to Pharaoh and said, “Thus says the Lord, the 
God of Israel, ‘Let my people go, so that they may celebrate a festival to me in the 
wilderness.’” 2 But Pharaoh said, “Who is the Lord, that I should heed him and let 
Israel go? I do not know the Lord, and I will not let Israel go.” The Lord said to 
Moses and Aaron, 9 “When Pharaoh says to you, ‘Perform a wonder,’ then you 
shall say to Aaron, ‘Take your staff and throw it down before Pharaoh, and it will 
become a snake.’” 10 So Moses and Aaron went to Pharaoh and did as 
the Lord had commanded; Aaron threw down his staff before Pharaoh and his 
officials, and it became a snake. 11 Then Pharaoh summoned the wise men and the 
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sorcerers; and they also, the magicians of Egypt, did the same by their secret 
arts. 12 Each one threw down his staff, and they became snakes; but Aaron’s staff 
swallowed up theirs. 13 Still Pharaoh’s heart was hardened, and he would not 
listen to them, as the Lord had said. 
14 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Pharaoh’s heart is hardened; he refuses to let the 
people go. 15 Go to Pharaoh in the morning, as he is going out to the water; stand 
by at the river bank to meet him, and take in your hand the staff that was turned 
into a snake. 16 Say to him, ‘The Lord, the God of the Hebrews, sent me to you to 
say, “Let my people go, so that they may worship me in the wilderness.” But until 
now you have not listened. 17 Thus says the Lord, “By this you shall know that I am 
the Lord.” See, with the staff that is in my hand I will strike the water that is in the 
Nile, and it shall be turned to blood. 18 The fish in the river shall die, the river itself 
shall stink, and the Egyptians shall be unable to drink water from the 
Nile.’” 19 The Lord said to Moses, “Say to Aaron, ‘Take your staff and stretch out 
your hand over the waters of Egypt—over its rivers, its canals, and its ponds, and 
all its pools of water—so that they may become blood; and there shall be blood 
throughout the whole land of Egypt, even in vessels of wood and in vessels of 
stone.’” 
20 Moses and Aaron did just as the Lord commanded. In the sight of Pharaoh and 
of his officials he lifted up the staff and struck the water in the river, and all the 
water in the river was turned into blood, 21 and the fish in the river died. The river 
stank so that the Egyptians could not drink its water, and there was blood 
throughout the whole land of Egypt. 22 But the magicians of Egypt did the same by 
their secret arts; so Pharaoh’s heart remained hardened, and he would not listen 
to them, as the Lord had said. 23 Pharaoh turned and went into his house, and he 
did not take even this to heart. 

 

 

7/25 Acts 9:1-20 

Meanwhile Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the 
Lord, went to the high priest 2 and asked him for letters to the synagogues at 
Damascus, so that if he found any who belonged to the Way, men or women, he 



might bring them bound to Jerusalem. 3 Now as he was going along and 
approaching Damascus, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. 4 He fell 
to the ground and heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute 
me?” 5 He asked, “Who are you, Lord?” The reply came, “I am Jesus, whom you 
are persecuting. 6 But get up and enter the city, and you will be told what you are 
to do.” 7 The men who were traveling with him stood speechless because they 
heard the voice but saw no one. 8 Saul got up from the ground, and though his 
eyes were open, he could see nothing; so they led him by the hand and brought 
him into Damascus. 9 For three days he was without sight, and neither ate nor 
drank. 
10 Now there was a disciple in Damascus named Ananias. The Lord said to him in a 
vision, “Ananias.” He answered, “Here I am, Lord.” 11 The Lord said to him, “Get up 
and go to the street called Straight, and at the house of Judas look for a man of 
Tarsus named Saul. At this moment he is praying, 12 and he has seen in a vision[a] a 
man named Ananias come in and lay his hands on him so that he might regain his 
sight.” 13 But Ananias answered, “Lord, I have heard from many about this man, 
how much evil he has done to your saints in Jerusalem; 14 and here he has 
authority from the chief priests to bind all who invoke your name.” 15 But the Lord 
said to him, “Go, for he is an instrument whom I have chosen to bring my name 
before Gentiles and kings and before the people of Israel; 16 I myself will show him 
how much he must suffer for the sake of my name.” 17 So Ananias went and 
entered the house. He laid his hands on Saul[b] and said, “Brother Saul, the Lord 
Jesus, who appeared to you on your way here, has sent me so that you may 
regain your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” 18 And immediately something 
like scales fell from his eyes, and his sight was restored. Then he got up and was 
baptized, 19 and after taking some food, he regained his strength. 

 

8/1 John 4:1-29 

Now when Jesus[a] learned that the Pharisees had heard, “Jesus is making and 
baptizing more disciples than John” 2 —although it was not Jesus himself but his 
disciples who baptized— 3 he left Judea and started back to Galilee. 4 But he had 
to go through Samaria. 5 So he came to a Samaritan city called Sychar, near the 
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plot of ground that Jacob had given to his son Joseph. 6 Jacob’s well was there, 
and Jesus, tired out by his journey, was sitting by the well. It was about noon. 
7 A Samaritan woman came to draw water, and Jesus said to her, “Give me a 
drink.” 8 (His disciples had gone to the city to buy food.) 9 The Samaritan woman 
said to him, “How is it that you, a Jew, ask a drink of me, a woman of Samaria?” 
(Jews do not share things in common with Samaritans.)[b] 10 Jesus answered her, 
“If you knew the gift of God, and who it is that is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ 
you would have asked him, and he would have given you living water.” 11 The 
woman said to him, “Sir, you have no bucket, and the well is deep. Where do you 
get that living water? 12 Are you greater than our ancestor Jacob, who gave us the 
well, and with his sons and his flocks drank from it?” 13 Jesus said to her, 
“Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, 14 but those who drink of 
the water that I will give them will never be thirsty. The water that I will give will 
become in them a spring of water gushing up to eternal life.” 15 The woman said 
to him, “Sir, give me this water, so that I may never be thirsty or have to keep 
coming here to draw water.” 
16 Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come back.” 17 The woman 
answered him, “I have no husband.” Jesus said to her, “You are right in saying, ‘I 
have no husband’; 18 for you have had five husbands, and the one you have now is 
not your husband. What you have said is true!” 19 The woman said to him, “Sir, I 
see that you are a prophet. 20 Our ancestors worshiped on this mountain, but 
you[c] say that the place where people must worship is in Jerusalem.” 21 Jesus said 
to her, “Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when you will worship the Father 
neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. 22 You worship what you do not know; 
we worship what we know, for salvation is from the Jews. 23 But the hour is 
coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in 
spirit and truth, for the Father seeks such as these to worship him. 24 God is spirit, 
and those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth.” 25 The woman said 
to him, “I know that Messiah is coming” (who is called Christ). “When he comes, 
he will proclaim all things to us.” 26 Jesus said to her, “I am he,[d] the one who is 
speaking to you.” 
27 Just then his disciples came. They were astonished that he was speaking with a 
woman, but no one said, “What do you want?” or, “Why are you speaking with 
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her?” 28 Then the woman left her water jar and went back to the city. She said to 
the people, 29 “Come and see a man who told me everything I have ever done! He 
cannot be the Messiah,[e] can he?” 

 

8/8 John 20:19-29 

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the 
house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came 
and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 20 After he said this, he 
showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw 
the Lord. 21 Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent 
me, so I send you.” 22 When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to 
them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven 
them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” 
24 But Thomas (who was called the Twin[a]), one of the twelve, was not with them 
when Jesus came. 25 So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But 
he said to them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger 
in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.” 
26 A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. 
Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, 
“Peace be with you.” 27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my 
hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but 
believe.” 28 Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29 Jesus said to him, 
“Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not 
seen and yet have come to believe.” 

 

8/15 Exodus 1:22; 2:1-10 

Then Pharaoh commanded all his people, “Every boy that is born to the 
Hebrews[a] you shall throw into the Nile, but you shall let every girl live.”  Now a 
man from the house of Levi went and married a Levite woman. 2 The woman 
conceived and bore a son; and when she saw that he was a fine baby, she hid him 
three months. 3 When she could hide him no longer she got a papyrus basket for 
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him, and plastered it with bitumen and pitch; she put the child in it and placed it 
among the reeds on the bank of the river. 4 His sister stood at a distance, to see 
what would happen to him. 
5 The daughter of Pharaoh came down to bathe at the river, while her attendants 
walked beside the river. She saw the basket among the reeds and sent her maid 
to bring it. 6 When she opened it, she saw the child. He was crying, and she took 
pity on him. “This must be one of the Hebrews’ children,” she said. 7 Then his 
sister said to Pharaoh’s daughter, “Shall I go and get you a nurse from the Hebrew 
women to nurse the child for you?” 8 Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, “Yes.” So the 
girl went and called the child’s mother. 9 Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, “Take 
this child and nurse it for me, and I will give you your wages.” So the woman took 
the child and nursed it. 10 When the child grew up, she brought him to Pharaoh’s 
daughter, and she took him as her son. She named him Moses,[a] “because,” she 
said, “I drew him out[b] of the water.” 

 

8/22 Job 28:12-28 

“But where shall wisdom be found? 
    And where is the place of understanding? 
13 Mortals do not know the way to it,[a] 
    and it is not found in the land of the living. 
14 The deep says, ‘It is not in me,’ 
    and the sea says, ‘It is not with me.’ 
15 It cannot be gotten for gold, 
    and silver cannot be weighed out as its price. 
16 It cannot be valued in the gold of Ophir, 
    in precious onyx or sapphire.[b] 
17 Gold and glass cannot equal it, 
    nor can it be exchanged for jewels of fine gold. 
18 No mention shall be made of coral or of crystal; 
    the price of wisdom is above pearls. 
19 The chrysolite of Ethiopia[c] cannot compare with it, 
    nor can it be valued in pure gold. 
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20 “Where then does wisdom come from? 
    And where is the place of understanding? 
21 It is hidden from the eyes of all living, 
    and concealed from the birds of the air. 
22 Abaddon and Death say, 
    ‘We have heard a rumor of it with our ears.’ 
23 “God understands the way to it, 
    and he knows its place. 
24 For he looks to the ends of the earth, 
    and sees everything under the heavens. 
25 When he gave to the wind its weight, 
    and apportioned out the waters by measure; 
26 when he made a decree for the rain, 
    and a way for the thunderbolt; 
27 then he saw it and declared it; 
    he established it, and searched it out. 
28 And he said to humankind, 
‘Truly, the fear of the Lord, that is wisdom; 
    and to depart from evil is understanding.’” 

 

8/29 Mark 5:1-20 

They came to the other side of the sea, to the country of the Gerasenes.[a] 2 And 
when he had stepped out of the boat, immediately a man out of the tombs with 
an unclean spirit met him. 3 He lived among the tombs; and no one could restrain 
him any more, even with a chain; 4 for he had often been restrained with shackles 
and chains, but the chains he wrenched apart, and the shackles he broke in 
pieces; and no one had the strength to subdue him. 5 Night and day among the 
tombs and on the mountains he was always howling and bruising himself with 
stones. 6 When he saw Jesus from a distance, he ran and bowed down before 
him; 7 and he shouted at the top of his voice, “What have you to do with me, 
Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I adjure you by God, do not torment me.” 8 For 
he had said to him, “Come out of the man, you unclean spirit!” 9 Then 
Jesus[b] asked him, “What is your name?” He replied, “My name is Legion; for we 
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are many.” 10 He begged him earnestly not to send them out of the 
country. 11 Now there on the hillside a great herd of swine was feeding; 12 and the 
unclean spirits[c] begged him, “Send us into the swine; let us enter them.” 13 So he 
gave them permission. And the unclean spirits came out and entered the swine; 
and the herd, numbering about two thousand, rushed down the steep bank into 
the sea, and were drowned in the sea. 
14 The swineherds ran off and told it in the city and in the country. Then people 
came to see what it was that had happened. 15 They came to Jesus and saw the 
demoniac sitting there, clothed and in his right mind, the very man who had had 
the legion; and they were afraid. 16 Those who had seen what had happened to 
the demoniac and to the swine reported it. 17 Then they began to beg Jesus[d] to 
leave their neighborhood. 18 As he was getting into the boat, the man who had 
been possessed by demons begged him that he might be with him. 19 But 
Jesus[e] refused, and said to him, “Go home to your friends, and tell them how 
much the Lord has done for you, and what mercy he has shown you.” 20 And he 
went away and began to proclaim in the Decapolis how much Jesus had done for 
him; and everyone was amazed. 
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