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many beautiful places in the world, that 
I’d love to see. 
The book of Job does give us a little 
glimpse into this idea of the God’s eye 
view. In case you’re not familiar with 
the book of Job, basically Job lives a 
perfect life but gets caught up in a wager 
between God and Satan. To make a long 
story short the book raises the question 
about why bad things happen to good 
people. Hint, the book of Job doesn’t 
answer the question but, in the end, 
God says, and I’m paraphrasing, “Do 
you know how much is going on in the 
universe? I’ve got a lot of things going 
on it isn’t all about you.” Again, this is 
a really rough recap but basically God’s 
got a lot going on and while God always 
hears us, sometimes bad things happen. 
The point in the context of this article 
is less theology of Job and suffering and 
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God's Eye View
by Pastor Chad Fair

Have you ever stopped and 
wondered what a God’s eye 
view of the world looks like? 

This question was sparked by our Lenten 
book discussion. The question is so vast 
and complicated because, well, the 
world is so vast and complicated. If you 
take into account that our world does 
not encompass all that God created. 
God created the entire universe. But in 
the sheer instance of simplicity, let's just 
focus on planet earth. 
The other day I went to the beach, 
something I don’t do nearly enough, 
and was once again in awe of the vibrant 
color of the water. It’s hard to imagine 
something so beautiful can also be 
so destructive, note to self, hurricane 
season is right around the corner. 
Imagine having the opportunity to peer 
down on any part of the world at any 
time. Where would you go? There are so (continued on page 2...)
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Pastor Chad's
Monthly

Message

Faith & Funds
by John McCluskey
Council President

more about all that God has going 
on and what a God’s eye view looks 
like.
On one hand we have a world in 
conflict and turmoil. Trust and facts 
and truth are perhaps more blurred 
than ever. Racial, political and 
financial tensions are on the rise. 
That has to grieve God. To create a 
beautiful humanity, in your image, 
and to watch it crumble is heart-
breaking. If you’re a parent and you 
watch your child make a decision 
you know is a mistake but know you 
can’t stop them you get a glimpse 
of this grief. The Old Testament 
shows the humanity of God. Let us 
not forget at one point God was so 
frustrated, God flooded the earth, 
to try to reboot the system. Only to 
have humanity return to our sinful 
ways. I don’t offer that perspective 
as a way to excuse not making 
changes to our lives, rather just as 
a perspective that humanity is and 
always has been flawed. 
And that’s what makes the Easter 
story so remarkable. God has been 
down this road before. God knows 
our propensity to mess things up, 
yet he sent Jesus anyway. Sometimes 

Hello everyone! Happy Easter to all! 
We begin this month by celebrating 

Jesus’ death and resurrection. Spreading the 
Good News of this reinforces for me why 
we worship at Immanuel. Without churches 
like Immanuel to spread the Word, our world 
would be very different. No one would be 

focused on helping us understand the significance of Jesus’ birth and 
death or on God’s grace. Immanuel has an important role to play in 
Palm City! I believe everyone at Immanuel understands this and I thank 
you for that.
Your commitment showed at our Special Voter’s meeting in March. The 
proposal to retain the funds from the EIDL (Economic Disaster Injury 
Loan) was approved unanimously at that meeting. These funds have 
allowed us to begin the roof repairs on the FDC building. They should 
be almost completed as you read this letter. The Properties Committee 
under Dave Vanderslice moved almost immediately on this so the repairs 
could be completed before the rainy season begins. 
At the meeting, Jean Peterson asked if we would be repaying the loan 
as funds from the Fund Raising Campaign were received. While the 
Council would like for this to happen, we cannot guarantee it will 
happen. There are too many variables to accurately predict when we will 
return to normal and not need this money. I asked the Voters to trust 
the Council to use the proceeds appropriately and they approved the 
loan. We understand the significance of this and will keep you informed 
as we move forward.
We did receive good news on the PPP loan. We were informed in mid-
March that our loan had been paid off by the Government so we do not 
have to repay this loan. That is fortunate as we have had to use some of 
these funds to meet our daily operating expenses as contributions are 
running about $10,000 per month less than last year. We hope we will 
return to last year’s level as the year goes on and everyone is able to help 
make up this gap.
Doug Crawford and his team have made significant progress on the 
Fund-Raising Campaign. Their Feasibility Study indicated that everyone 
understands the need to fix the FDC roof and a majority supports the 
improvements to the playground and the parking lot. They then begin 
talking to our members about contributing to this effort and the results 
have been very encouraging so far. I will let Doug and his team fill you 
in on the details when they are ready. One of the members of the team 
either has called you or will be calling you to schedule a time to meet. 
I have already met with them and found the meeting very informative 
and painless. I am sure you will also.
Again, Happy Easter from Trish and I.

.

(...continued from page 1)

(continued on page 3...)
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we’re slow learners, and that’s why 
we have Jesus and the cross, to pick 
us up when we fail. 
Speaking of failure, society has done 
a ton of it through the millennia. 
The last year has been ROUGH for 
so many. And still God continues 
to work tirelessly to make the 
world a better place, a place more 
reflective of the kingdom of God. 
Need a glimpse of God’s goodness, 
look right here in our community. 
Family Promise of Martin County 
became operational  (during a 
pandemic!) to serve families 
experiencing homelessness, AND 
graduated their first family from 
the program. Our soup kitchen 
has nearly doubled the amount of 
meals we serve each Sunday, and 
the donations have risen to cover 
the cost. House of Hope has seen its 
client base explode, and guess what? 
Their donations have outpaced their 
rising need so they have been able to 
expand their services. 
God’s eye view, is beautiful and 
messy and beautiful and messy 
and beautiful and messy. The good 
news? Regardless of where we all are 
on the cycle of beautiful and messy, 
God is still there. Ask Job.

Faith & Funds
by John McCluskey
Council President

(...continued from page 2)

by Cheryl Gundersdorff
Deacon

He is risen indeed! He is alive! Are we? Yes, 
we are still this side of heaven, walking, 

breathing, talking, and going about our days. Our 
bodies are alive, but what about our faith?

            As baptized Christians, we have been given the 
Holy Spirit that dwells within us, giving life to 

our spirits. Hallelujah, but is our faith alive? Do we separate ourselves 
into the “Sunday” mode and the “rest of the week” mode? Do we come to 
worship to give praise and thanks to God, hear His Word, and have our 
faith renewed by the Holy Spirit, then put it aside the rest of the week?

            There are a lot of people in the world who think we should do just that. 
They say that our faith is personal just between us and God, therefore, 
they say, just keep it to yourself. Do you want to know a secret? We can’t! 
If we are truly alive with the Spirit and striving daily to live our lives like 
Jesus, our faith permeates into every aspect of our lives. We can’t help it. 
It is who God has created us to be. He has created us to be called His 
child ren and heirs to the kingdom. He has invited us to be His hands 
and feet in our world. In other words, He has given us a living faith. How 
awesome is that, that the God of the universe wants us to partner with 
him to feed the hungry, clothe the needy, visit the lonely, tend to the 
sick, comfort the mourners, seek justice for the discriminated against, 
give hope to the hopeless and love the unloved. Wow!

            James 2:26 says, “As the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without 
deeds is dead.” So, every time you reach out in Christ’s love, your faith is 
alive. Hallelujah!

Share the Good News

MONTHLY GOOD NEWS DEADLINE
The deadline to submit items for the monthly newsletter is the 15th of 

each month. Items received after the 15th may or may not make it into the 
newsletter. To submit items, send an email to: ilcmedia2655@gmail.com

Happy Easter
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Operating Fund Income & Expenses
Our year-to-date operating income and expenses using the latest report 

of the treasurer.

Through 02/28/2021 ILC & IELC

Income $129,311.65

Expenses $158,564.55

Difference ($29,252.90)

From the Choir Loft 
and Organ Bench
by Jim Peppers 
Cantor/Organist/Choir Director

It is wonderful to see what a diversity of 
people God has used to bring music to 

His church.
Harry Emerson Fosdick, one of the leaders of the liberal Protestant 
movement in the 1920s and 1930s was denounced by many 
conservatives, some of whom now sing the hymn he wrote. In 1930, 
when the new building of the Riverside Church in New York City was 
dedicated, this hymn was sung as dedicatory hymn.
It is a prayer of dedication that can be uttered any day. Some days in 
our lives are obvious turning points-a church dedication, the birth of a 
child, a wedding-but every day has its crucial moments. The prayer of 
our hearts should constantly be "Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 
for the facing of this hour.

Taken from The One Year Book of Hymns: 
God of Grace and God of Glory by Harry Emerson Fosdick (1878-1969)

Mobile
Text: IPCGIVE

to 77977
Online

immanuelpalmcity.org
Envelopes

We now have more ways for you to give!

Feb. 2021 Feb. 2020 YTD 2021 YTD 2020

Given $34,963.33 $38,481.60 $72,360.32 $78,964.21

Needed $40,240.00 $44,692.00 $90,540.00 $89,384.00

Difference ($5,276.67) ($6,210.40) ($18,179.68) ($10,419.79)
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Prayer Requests
To add someone to the prayer list contact:

Sheri at sherimuller@ilcpalmcity.org
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by Laraine Montgomery

As you know things have been quite different for a long time now 
due to the pandemic and this is true for our Immanuel Quilters as 
well. Most often, we awarded Quilts of Valor to veterans touched 
by war at Immanuel’s normal worship services. We have not been 
able to do that. So, in case you are curious about how our team 
has been able to continue this outreach effort to veterans please 
continue reading. 

For comparison, in 2019 we awarded 24 quilts with 10 of these 
presented at Immanuel Lutheran Church services. In 2020 we 
awarded 15 quilts with 3 of these presented at Immanuel Lutheran 
church services. Here is how we were able to make presentations 
for the other 12. In March we presented one quilt at Jackie Koch’s 
home. After that, time passed and we were not meeting as a 
group. In August when the FDC was opened to small groups, we 
began meeting again and in September we awarded two quilts 
in the individual’s homes, one at Crane Creek Development and 
another in Port Salerno. In October we mailed two quilts with all 
the appropriate certificates and statements for making the awards. 
Jackie was also traveling in October and made a presentation in 
South Carolina. In November we were present at St. Paul of the 
Cross in North Palm Beach where four of our quilts were award-
ed. In December we presented two quilts each at the individual’s 
home in Pt. St. Lucie. 

We are continuing with this ministry in 2021 and have already 
awarded one quilt in Port St. Lucie. If you would like to nominate 
a service member or living veteran for a Quilt of Valor award, it is 
easy to do. Just go to the qovf.org website and fill in the online 
nomination form. Also, if anyone is interested in learning how to 
piece together a Quilt of Valor, please call Jackie Koch, our QOV 
Representative here at Immanuel.

Quilts of Valor
During a Pandemic
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Children, Youth & Family   
 

Jessica Morejon

(continued on page 7...)

Hello April! This season 
brings Spring, Easter and 

new beginnings. New beginnings 
impart the idea of growth. The 
definition of growth being 
becoming larger or greater over a 
period of time (we’re not talking 
about quarantine pounds here). 
Majority of us have done some 
kind of personal growing since our 
youth era. In research, I found there 
are 6 stages of personal growth: 
unknowing, awareness, acceptance, 
responsibility, application and 
purpose. Possibly one of the most 
essential areas of these being the 
responsibility stage.
This past year has presented 
everyone with their own set of 
responsibilities – work, family, 
health and most importantly faith. 
We were advised our daily/ weekly/ 
monthly routines needed to be 
altered or rescheduled. We had to 
find a way of accomplishing our 
responsibility via a new method. 
Some wondered what subjects 
to teach our children while the 
extended school break happened. 
Others began to work remotely 
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Children, Youth & Family   
 

(...continued from page 6)

while teaching said children. And 
dare I mention, some of us cringed 
at the idea of not being able to 
worship together. Nonetheless, 
these new changes (or areas for 
personal growth) were unsolicited 
and somewhat uncomfortable 
for many. Whether we worshiped 
under the same roof or were in 
extremely comfy clothing (aka pj’s) 
in our own homes, we collectively 
still gathered. At times personal 
growth is rather uncomfortable, 
actually many experts believe 
that “uncomfortable feeling” is a 
determining sign of growth.
Reflection time with oneself on how 
to accept & apply said methods is 
required. Have you taken time for 
reflection? Have you prayed and 
asked for discernment on growth 
with your personal faith journey? It 
is known that those with eventful 
schedules have difficulty setting 
aside reflection time; though 
it’s not the simplest of tasks to 
accomplish, it is necessary. My 
personal attestation of reflection 
time has shown me that not only 
our very own youth have had 
personal growth, most importantly 
that growth happened in the most 
unconventional and unexpected 
ways for both them and us as their 
leaders. New beginnings, personal 
growth & change can be tricky 
and at times even uncomfortable, 
however your faith and reflection 
time is always needed.  Make it an 
awesome April!

“Do not conform to the pattern of 
this world, but be transformed by 
the renewing of your mind, Then 
you will be able to test and approve 
what God’s will is – His good, 
pleasing and perfect will” 

– Romans 12:2
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Amanda 
Burchfield 

Sexton

Staff
SPOTLIGHT

Amanda is originally from 
Fairbanks, Alaska. While she 

is new to the Treasure Coast area, 
she has lived in Florida for about 
twenty years. The rest of her family 
resides in Alaska, North Carolina 
and Florida. "I very much enjoy 
the warmth.  My interests include 
just about anything crafty, I love to 
crochet and paint. Being kind to 
one another in this world is a main 
focus in my life.  I hope to serve 
the church and our community in 
a positive way."
Amanda brings with her experience 
in both the restaurant business and 
hotel management.
If you see Amanda around the church 
campus, please be sure to say hello 
and welcome her to Immanuel. 

G  enerous giving is perhaps the most basic stewardship 
value.  Generous giving is the sine qua non (a thing 
that is absolutely essential) of discipleship. Paul writes 

to the Corinthians, “And God is able to provide you with 
every blessing in abundance, so that by always having 
enough of everything, you may share abundantly in every 
good work” (2 Corinthians 9:8). The incredible generosity of 
God is the basis of any call for generous giving on the part 
of God’s people. We can’t “outgive” God. The Christian’s 
faith statement must be that God’s generosity is such that 
we will always have enough, and therefore can, and must 
give generously.  

-“Reflections on Faith and Finance” by Charles Lane

Every Holy Week for the past several years we have wanted 
to make our Holy Week services special and memorable. Two 
years ago, we had a full passion musical drama that spanned 
across both Maundy Thursday and Good Friday that required 
many hours of rehearsal for several weeks and a large cast. 
Due to the pandemic, last year's Good Friday had to be 
pared down to only church staff. 

While this year we are unable to again produce the kind of 
drama as a few years ago, we were able to incorporate more 
than just our staff and include more volunteers for a special 
musical Service of Shadows with character monologues. So 
Pastor Chad and I would like to offer a special Thank You to 
those who are helping this year:

Pete Morello (Peter) 
Christopher Carnes (Centurion) 
Brittany Lustig (Mary, Mother of Jesus & Vocalist) 
Cheryl Gundersdorff (Scripture readings) 
Jimmy Peppers (Piano) 
Mary Alicea & Dennis Gundersdorff (Slides & Livestream)

Thank you for your willingness to practice and help us have 
another special Good Friday service.
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Where is the time going? The pre-k children 
are getting ready for their graduation.We 

will be having a car line graduation this year. The 
teachers will be collecting Tassel money, please 
hand it in by Monday, April 19th.
April 1st the children will have their Easter Egg 

Hunt. (Children only)  Immanuel Early Learning Center will be closed 
on Friday April 2nd for GOOD FRIDAY.
Starting April 5, there will be a parent survey being handed out. Please 
fill out the survey and hand it back in the envelope by April 16th.
We wanted to thank Police Officer Monroig for coming and visiting 
our school. He spoke to all the children about gun safety and stranger 
danger.     
We still have some spots left for our Fall program, so if you're interested 
please come by my office to get the registration papers.
Thank you and God Bless.

Early Learning Center
 by Director Beth Tatem

Watch our Livestream 
Services Every Weekend!

Livestreaming Worship Times:
Sat. 6 pm - Casual Traditional Worship 
Sun. 9:30 am - Contemporary Worship

Sun. 11:15 am - Traditional Worship

Visit our website at immanuelpalmcity.org or download our 
app to watch

Masks & social distancing required at all in-person gatherings.
All Services are now both in-person and online via our livestream.

Communion will be served on the patio following each 
Sunday service on the patio. 

10:30-10:45 am  
Noon-12:15 pm* 

(please note the communion after service at 11:15 has been shortened by 
15 mins)

Thrivent Choice Dollars
Thank you to the following 
for donating your Thrivent 

Choice Dollars to Immanuel.

Karen Coombs 
James Dickmeyer 

Ron Froehlich 
Cheryl Gundersdorff 
Janelle McPartland 
Patrick McPartland 
Charlene Perrone 
Lynnea Valpatic 
Judy Wakeman

Indra's Address
If you would like to stay in 
touch with Indra, she has 
asked that we publish her 

forwarding address:

Indra Gopaul
521 Smart Strike Trail
Granbury, TX  76049

Please remember when 
making out donation checks 

to write a separate check 
for each ministry you are 
supporting, and not to 

combine them into one single 
check. Thank you!
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Adult Education
Deborah Circle 

2nd Monday of the month 
3 PM • Choir Room 

*on hiatus until September*
Sisters in Spirit 

3rd Tuesday of the month  
7 pm @ Church • Choir Room 
*on hiatus until September*

Immanuel 328 
2nd & 4th Sundays of the month 

via zoom 
*Resumes April 25th*

Fellowship 
& Service 
Ministries

Griefshare
Tuesdays 3:30 pm • Room 201

Quilts of Valor 
Weds 6:00 pm • Room 202 

Info: Jackie Koch, 772.834.8058

Altar Guild   
2nd Wednesday of the month 

10 am • Room 202 
Info: Marj Smith, 772.286.8974 
or Alice Windle, 772.220.1590 

*Suspended until further notice*

Stephen Ministry  
2nd Monday 

6:30 pm in Room 202

Thursday Bridge Group 
Thursdays at 1 pm • Choir Room 
*Suspended until further notice*

Souper Sundays 
Every Sunday @ 4:30 pm • FDC 
Immanuel's Weeks to help are 

the 3rd and 5th Sundays 
Contact: Marcie Balow  

772.283.0982 or 
mbalow45@gmail.com

*Carry-Out only until further 
notice*

STEPHEN MINISTRY
Are you familiar with Stephen Ministry? It is trained lay people 

providing confidential, one-to-one Christian care to individuals in 
our congregation and community who are experiencing challenges 
in their lives. They are here for you so you don’t have to shoulder 
your burdens alone. Stephen Ministry is God’s gift to you. Contact 

Deacon Cheryl 221-8939 to request your Stephen Minister.

&

Prayer Chain Ministry
So many people are in need of prayer. Our 
Immanuel prayer chain is always available to 
pray for you or those you know in need of 

prayer. Contact Deacon Cheryl Gundersdorff 
221-8939 to request prayer or to become a 

member of our prayer team.

Immanuel 328
"For in Christ there is neither Jew nor 
Greek, slave nor free, male nor female."  

- Galatians 3:28

Join us every second & fourth 
Sunday of the month at 7 pm as 
we discuss the church's role in 

addressing racism, sexism and other 
justice issues in our society.
Zoom ID: 864 8101 3401

Passcode: 929057
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Music Ministries
Contemporary Worship Team 

Sundays @ 8 am • Sanctuary 
Contact Brittany Lustig 

brittanyannelustig@gmail.com

Bell Choir 
Saturdays at 4:30 pm • Sanctuary

Chancel Choir 
Sundays at 10 am • Choir Room  
*Suspended until further notice* 

Cornerstone Singers 
Saturdays @ 5:15 pm • Sanctuary 

pdcjimmy@hotmail.com 
*Suspended until further notice*

Children's Choir 
Mondays at 12:30 pm • FDC 

*Suspended until further notice*

Children's Chimes 
Sundays at 10:30 am • FDC 

*Suspended until further notice*

The Salvation Army still 

desperately needs your 

donations! Immanuel is a 

drop-off location for non-

perishable foods weekdays 

from 9 am - 5 pm

Souper Sundays
Every Sunday we partner other local religious and non-profit 

organizations to help feed the hungry with our Souper Sundays 
Soup Kitchen. Anyone needing a well balanced, healthy meal 
for dinner is welcome. Immanuel Lutheran volunteers serve 

every third and fifth Sunday. To volunteer, contact Marcie Balow 
at 283-0982 or mbalow45@gmail.com

FOOD & TOILETRY BAG DONATIONS FOR 
SOUPER SUNDAYS

We are continuing to distribute food & 
toiletry bags at Souper Sunday. We will 
be accepting donations of the following 
(NEW, not used) items:
Food Bags: Tuna salad (boxes or foil bags); 
Chicken salad (boxes or foil bags); Vienna 
Sausages (small: pull top); Jif to Go; Filled 
snack crackers (peanut butter or cheese 
filled; Energy Bars/Breakfast bars; Fruit 

cups; Keebler/Ritz Crackers (Snack packs)

Toiletry Bags: (travel sized preferred) Soap (bar or liquid; 
Shampoo/Conditioner; Toothpaste/brushes; Hand lotion; Small 
combs; Wet wipes

Contact Karen Coombs at  
772-600-7272
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Regular Worship 
Schedule
Saturdays: 
6:00 pm 

Relaxed Traditional

Sundays:
9:30 am Contemporary

11:15 am Traditional OR CURRENT RESIDENT

HOLY WEEK SERVICES
(All services except the Sunrise Easter service will be livestreamed.)


