
Our mission is to introduce all people to 
Jesus Christ and the exhilarating power and 

undefeatable joy He brings to life!

30 years seems a significant number. After 
all, Jesus was 30 years old when he started 
his ministry. Symbolically, it is the divine 
"3" of the spiritual multiplied by "10," 

the number of power and 
completeness. 
I don't think it's a mere 
coincidence that this 
30th year of our and the 
ELCA's birth coincides 
with us living in a 
time when the Gospel 
message is needing to 
be proclaimed in our 
world more desperately 
than ever as we hear 
the message of Christ 

getting hi-jacked and twisted to fit 
any number of political agendas, and 
I believe Immanuel is a community 
of faith that is poised to boldly bear 
witness to the truth of God's work 
through Jesus Christ. 

How needed is this witness? I asked 
our confirmation students back in 

IN THIS ISSUE:
Pastor’s Message
Pastor Rebecca, pages 1-2

From the President
John McCluskey, pages 2-3

Musician's Update
Jim Peppers, page 3

Deacon’s Desk
Cheryl Gundersdorff, page 4

Stewardship Update
Tuck Aaker, page 5

Youth & Family News
Jennifer Cyr, pages 6-7

Council Spotlight
Gary Winslow, page 8

December Review
page 8

Early Learning Center
Beth Tatem, page 9

Ministries & Groups
page 10-11

Call Committee Update
Jeff Carson, page 11

Great Expectations for 2018
by Pastor Rebecca Craig

Every New Year comes with a certain 
amount of hope and expectation 
that the next year will be better 

than the past year. However, I have to 
say that I thought 
2017, while full of 
all kinds of changes 
and adjustments here 
at Immanuel, was 
overall a great year 
for us! For the first 
time in thirteen years 
our budget reflects a 
balanced budget. If 
that isn't cause for 
some celebration, I 
don't know what is! 

Pastor Roy and our council have spent 
the past year guiding us as we prepare to 
call a new Senior Pastor. 

So I don't know about you, but I am 
moving forward with a sense of great 
expectations for 2018. 

Plus, in 2018 Immanuel, along with the 
ELCA, will celebrate its 30th Anniversary! 
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GOOD   NEWS
Happy

New Year!

(continued on page 2...)

Devotionals and Stewardship
You may be wondering why you are receiving 
the Christ in our Home Devotional with your 
newsletter. Well, this year as part of our focus on 
Stewardship, we are urging Immanuel members 
to spend some time each day reading a 
devotional. See the insert inside your devotional 
for more information.
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Pastor Rebecca’s
Monthly

Message

What A Year!
by John McCluskey
Council President

December to describe how they 
viewed our world right now and 
the words they used were: despair, 
selfishness, and hatred. 

If those are the predominate themes 
in our society today, and certainly 
is how our children are viewing the 
world at the moment, what should 
our response as Christians be to 
despair, selfishness and hatred? 

We just celebrated the incarnation 
of God coming down to earth to 
dwell among us; of his love for all 
people. How he stood up for the 
poor and the marginalized, listened 
to those who have been abused and 
oppressed and work toward a more 
just and equitable society for all its 
citizens in order to represent more 
fully God's Kingdom on earth. .

Our calling as Christians is to be a 
voice that proclaims this Kingdom—
that reminds people of how God is 
at work redeeming and renewing 
our world. We are called to BE 
Christ to our neighbors, to enter 
into their suffering, to advocate for 
the marginalized and to be bearers 
of Christ's light in our dark world. 
It has been our calling for nearly two 
thousand years and continues to be 
our calling in today's world. To tell 
the world this GOOD NEWS!

Hello Everyone,

It is hard to believe that we are 
starting 2018!  Last year, 2017, 
was an interesting year for our 

church.  The Council spent most of the 
year reinforcing the foundation and 
preparing us for calling a new Pastor.  It 
was quite a process – the membership 
roster was updated, new Sexual 
Ethics policies were established, our 

Constitution was updated, website updated and enhanced, buildings were 
repaired, insurance policies reviewed, Disaster Recovery Plans updated, 
operating and restricted accounts were audited or reviewed, discernment 
workshops were held, a Call Committee was formed.  All in all, it was a very 
busy year for our church.
The year culminated at the Annual Meeting held on December 10th.  I 
was surprised to see almost twice as many members at this meeting as there 
were last year.  Thank you to everyone who attended the meeting and Ron’s 
Budget Workshops.  Your involvement helps keep our church strong!!  The 
members approved the 2018 budget, voted in next year’s Council Members 
and approved a Nominating Committee.  Everyone is probably familiar 
with the Budget and Council elections, but this will be the first time in a 
long time that we will have an active Nominating Committee.  
Everyone should have seen the budget by now, so I won’t spend too much 
time discussing it.  Basically, we are budgeting for a breakeven year with the 
Church expected to operate at a loss during this time of transition.  The 
School is budgeted to operate at a level which will offset the losses.  This is 
very similar to the 2017 performance of both areas.
Elections were a little different this year as there were many position changes 
on the Council resulting from Ed’s retirement.  The following were elected 
to two-year terms:  John McCluskey – President, Judith Holley – Treasurer, 
Kim Hubbard – Learning, Dave Vanderslice – Property, John Heiti – 
Service, and Tuck Acker – Stewardship.  Gary Winslow – Vice President, 
Tom Higgins – Communications and Ron Froelich—Finance, were elected 
to one-year terms.  We are still looking for someone to lead Evangelism as 
Bob Durst is resigning and moving to North Carolina.  We will miss his 
contributions to the Council but wish him well!
The Nominating Committee is being reestablished and will be working 
throughout the year to help fill positions needed to keep our church vital 
and active.  Ed Williams, Jeff Carson, Peter Morello, Jerry Pierr, Janelle 
McPartland and Lynnea Valpatic have agreed to and were elected to serve 
on this Committee.  Everyone has heard Tuck and his team talk about good 
stewardship – time, talents and treasure.  This group will be talking to you 

(continued from page 1...)
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about putting your time and talents to work at Immanuel.  This is a great way 
to say Thank You for all the gifts God has bestowed on each of us.  Volunteering 
is very rewarding as it helps you become engaged and live your faith so please 
consider helping Immanuel if one of them contacts you.
We also announced the establishment of an Audit Committee at the meeting.  
Jeanne Bateman, Janelle McPartland and Marcie Balow have volunteered to 
help review our records to ensure their reliability.  Thank you!
Last but not least, I am sure you are interested in the progress being made by 
the Call Committee.  Jeff Carson has been doing a great job keeping everyone 
informed of their progress.  He recently announced that the Call Committee 
finished their “homework” and submitted Immanuel’s information to the Florida-
Bahamas Synod.  The Synod is in the process of reviewing the information and 
once the Call Committee is able to perform some “mock” interviews with local 
clergy, our position should be posted shortly.  I cannot thank them enough for 
their diligence in moving this along!

In closing, Pat and I wish everyone a HAPPY AND HEALTHY 2018!!!

IMMANUEL STAFF
Interim Sr. Pastor 

Roy Stackpole 
leroy_stackpole@yahoo.com

Associate Pastor 
Rebecca Craig 

pastorrebecca@bellsouth.net

Deacon 
Cheryl Gundersdorff 

gunders@bellsouth.net

Organist & Choir Director 
Jim Peppers, Cantor 

pdcjimmy@hotmail.com

Contemporary Worship Leader 
Brittany Lustig 

brittanyannelustig@gmail.com

Director of Early Learning Center  
Beth Tatem 

bethtatem@bellsouth.net

Children, Youth & Family Director 
Jennifer Cyr 

jennifercyr@bellsouth.net

Office Manager 
Pending 

immanuelpcoffice@gmail.com

Administrative Assistant 
Sheri Muller 

sherimuller@bellsouth.net

Sextons 
Indra GoPaul 

indramarinagopaul@gmail.com 
Zacary Tatem 

zacary8484@gmail.com

Prayer Requests
To add someone to the prayer list contact:

Sheri at sherimuller@bellsouth.net
To add someone to the prayer chain contact:

Cheryl Gundersdorff, 772.221.8939
gunders@bellsouth.net

From the Choir Loft 
and Organ Bench
by Jim Peppers 
Cantor/Organist/Choir Director

As we start the new year, let's reflect the old 
year and have hope of bringing more people 

to the message of Christ's love at Immanuel. 
We as Christians bask in the glory of the love 

that God has for us. He brought a child into this world to awaken us to 
the Glory of the love God has for us. Jesus teaches his love, kindness, and 
unselfish generosity which needs to be extended to all mankind. Without 
this message we are lost. Now, the hard part is that we follow Christ's 
example of that into our daily lives.
Our choirs are dedicated to inspire us to the consistency of Christ's message. 
For truly this historic and divine worship has for centuries shown us that once 
we cross the threshold of the Holy Sanctuary, we are not in this world, but 
rather reaching to God, through Christ the great mediator, with a grateful 
and adoring reverence to the divine majesty. We as a people maybe should 
check ourselves to realize that where we gather for that adoring of Christ 
is thoughtful and pleasing to God, without boastful or any braggadocios 
display. Worship is not about us, but God. The hymns that we sing are 
orthodox, that which tells the story of Christ's teachings and not about us. 
Our Christian hymnody gives us historical and thoughtful representations of 
Christ's teaching. There is a reason we do worship the way we do. It is Christ 
centered. Consider the many opportunities that we are blessed at Immanuel 
to enhance our worship, greeters, ushers, council, Stephen Minsters,  
Cornerstones, Bell Choir, Chancel Choir, Worship Team, and many more. 
Get involved, stay involved, we are a busy people, but never let that busyness 
conflict with regular attendance at worship and in the work of Christ's Holy 
Church. It is a thrill to see an awakening at Immanuel. Pray that awakening 
become status quo.
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CONGREGATIONAL 
COUNCIL

President 
John McCluskey 

john@floridaoutdoorsrv.com
Vice President 
Gary Winslow 

garwins@msn.com
Secretary 

Gail Armstrong 
googiepox@comcast.net

Treasurer 
Judith Holley 

Judithh1@bellsouth.net
Finance 

Ron Froehlich 
rfroeh@bellsouth.net

Worship 
David Hakala 

davekaija@comcast.net
Stewardship 

Tuck Aaker 
tuckaaker@aol.com

Evangelism 
VACANT

Service 
John Heiti 

john_heiti@hotmail.com
Learning 

Kim Hubbard 
kimhubbard4@gmail.com

Property 
Dave Vanderslice 

ndslice@comcast.net
Communications 

Tom Higgins 
higgint@gmail.com

Faith, Fun & Fellowship 
Karen Coombs 

Klcoombs1@yahoo.com
Small Groups 
Doug Behnke 

kaydoug@bellsouth.net

by Cheryl Gundersdorff
Deacon

Happy New Year! In looking back on my 
journal entry of January 1, 2017, I wrote 
that I felt God wanted me to be more 

aware of him by opening the eyes of my soul 
more. The prayer I wrote in response to that was 
to see God more clearly, hear his voice more often, 

to gain more insight of His Word, and that I have more opportunities to 
share Him with other dear souls.

Let’s look back together on my 2017 journey. About a dozen and a 
half Immanuel members passed into heaven this year. A newly born 
grandniece had to be transported to Shands for tests. My youngest brother 
was diagnosed with stage 3 colon cancer needing surgery and chemo and 
my other brother needed multiple knee surgeries. My youngest grandson 
was in a life threatening accident. A cousin passed away after his cancer 
battle. An uncle had congestive 
heart failure and another uncle a 
mini stroke on top of dementia. 
A niece needed kidney stone 
surgery and two other nieces 
attempted suicide. My mother is 
still recovering from reverse shoulder replacement surgery just before the 
hurricane. An aunt was hospitalized with a blood clot in her leg and my 
daughter’s father-in-law had a heart attack. I also did a fair amount of 
praying as Dennis and his teammates made their laps on the race track in 
their Miata. Dennis and I also had many opportunities this year to spend 
time with family and friends, took a wonderful three week road trip, and 
spent lots of time serving the Lord. Wow! What a year!

So… back to last year’s prayer. Was that prayer answered? Absolutely 
without a doubt!

I saw God more clearly in giving me and my family strength and hope in 
the midst of tragedies. His love was present through the hugs of caring 
people by our side. He sent angels to preserve the lives of my grandson and 
nieces. I heard his voice in the encouraging words of sisters and brothers 
in the Lord and in the quiet depths of my soul as he spoke his Word over 
me. He gave me more insight into his Word as I faithfully spent time with 
him each day. He provided opportunities to visit those who are lonely and 
hurting and to share Jesus with them.

Do I dare pray that prayer again for 2018? As a woman of faith who has 
experienced blessings too numerous to count, how could I not? I have 
faith in my Lord and Savior who I know will never leave or forsake me. 
Do you dare to pray that prayer for yourself?

A New Year's Prayer

I saw God more clearly 
in giving me and my 

family strength and hope 
in the midst of tragedies."
"
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by Tuck Aaker
Stewardship

After our Congregational meeting December 
10, I had a short discussion about 
Immanuel’s financial condition with Rev. 

Wayne and Jean Peterson. Both of them have years 
of experience in church finances, so they are always 

interested in how things are going at Immanuel. We all three agreed that 
the short meeting was productive and positive, but as Pastor Wayne said to 
me, “I wish we would have an update more often so the congregation was 
more currently informed about the changes that take place and how they 
affect our overall financial condition.” 
I agreed and so am writing this update in a slightly different point of view 
about how our budgeted income for 2018 has more strength than most 
church income statements in that we depend on only 58% of the total 
income coming from our member’s Envelope Giving due to 33.5% of 
our income coming from the Pre-School and another 8.5% from "Other 
Income," income from many smaller but very dependable projects from 
a number of smaller income sources, everything from Flowers to “Prayer 
Bears.” The fact that we have less dependence on our member giving, does 
not cause our members to give less, but does give the overall strength of 
Immanuel’s finances a solid boost. This multi-faceted income base gives us 
income from Envelope Giving of 58% or $542,00234, 8.5% from Other 
Giving or  $79,466 and 33.5% from the Pre-School or $313,193 for a 
total Budgeted Income for 2018 of $934,903.
As you can see, Immanuel’s Income is quite diversified giving us strength 
and the financial abilities to do several outreach projects in our community 
in addition to the expenses of the church. And that my friends is so 
important because that is what being one of God’s churches is all about. 
Being able to use a substantial amount of what we do and what you give to 
say “Thanks to God” for all the blessings He has given us by "loving Him 
—and Loving our neighbors that need a helping hand!"
Thanks for all you do!

A 2018 Budget Overview

Happy New Year! A wonderful "New Year's Resolution" can 
be to give a Prayer Bear to someone who is ill, hospitalized, 
suffering the loss of a loved one, or other traumatic experience. 
It will bring a lasting message of your love and God's love. 
Of course, giving a Prayer Bear for happy celebrations like 
baptisms, birthdays, weddings, etc. is also a great idea!

We remain grateful for your terrific support of this Prayer 
Bear Ministry.

Prayer Bear Report

Thank Yous...
A Heartfelt Thank You
Many, many thanks to the Quilts of 
Valor quilting group for donating 
the Christmas themed basket of 
beautiful handmade quilted goodies 
for the Silent Auction at the recent 
Mystery Dinner. Little did I realize 
when I made my winning bid what 
exactly was in the basket. Well, 
when I opened the basket at home, I 
found a lap size quilt, two pillows, a 
table runner, a Christmas stocking, 
a set of four fabric coasters and 
two coffee mugs. I’m so happy I am 
the recipient of this wonderful gift. 
Again, thank you, thank you to all 
the members of the Quilts of Valor 
group.

 - Gail Armstrong

Flowers Appreciated
Thank you for the flowers, they 
were beautiful. Thank you for 
thinking of me.

- Helen Edler

From "The Meadows" HOA
We would like to express our 
appreciation for all the work Indra 
GoPaul did for us in setting up for 
our meeting Friday evening. More 
people than anticipated showed 
up and Indra was an invaluable 
help in getting out more seating, 
adjusting the A/C, and helping people 
park their vehicles. Please let her 
know how much her work was 
appreciated!

Sincerely,  
Mark Stilwell

Property Manager
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Children, Youth & Family   
 

Jennifer Cyr
Youth & Family

Update

Happy New Year! How 
wonderful this past Advent 

Season was for our youth! I'm so 
incredibly proud of our older Youth 
students who have been helping 
teach our younger students ways 
to participate in church life. In 
particular, Christopher Carnes, one 
of our 8th graders who has already 
been confirmed, took it upon himself 
to teach our Sunday School and 
Confirmation-aged students (and 
even taught this Youth Director!) 
how to play "chimes" for our 10 am 
Christmas Eve service. They did an 
amazing job!  
This coming month we will be 
having a lock-in for our Middle and 
High School Youth on January 13th 
& 14th. Students will participate in 
the 30th Anniversary Celebration 
and then spend time learning with 
Pastor Rebecca before the fun and 
games of the night begin!
In January, the Mom2Mom group 
will be studying “Goliath MUST 
Fall:  Winning the Battle Against 
Your Giants” by Louis Giglio. (See 
the Adult Education section for 
more information.

The Youth Group baking cookies for troops stationed in South Korea 
December 10th

Confirmation students learn about the 
Ten Commandments

Youth Lock-In  January 13th-14th
Confirmation & High School aged students are invited to participate 
in our lock-in on January 13th-14th. The evening starts with worship 

with the Bishop at 4:30 pm, dinner, followed by time with Pastor 
Rebecca and then an evening of games and fun.

Young Life Club
Monday, January 22nd

6pm-9pm for all HIGH school students
Young Life club will be the best night of your week!  It's 
controlled chaos that's almost impossible to describe. 

There will be music, crazy games and skits, and all things 
awesome! Before the party ends, leaders or other high 

school students, share a simple message about God's love!
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Children, Youth & Family   
 

January Events
• Jan. 13 & 14 - Youth Lock-in 

Starts with the church 30th 
celebration at 4:30 pm then 
head over to the youth 
room.  Dinner, Games & 
Lessons. 
Pick up students at 10:30 
am on the 14th. Bring pillow, 
sleeping bag, toiletries, 
Bible, silly string, snacks, pjs.

• Monday, Jan. 22 - Young 
Life Club • 6pm-9pm for 
all HIGH school students - 
meet at Immanuel in room 
203 @ 6 pm.

• Friday, Jan. 26 - Money 
Matters luncheon for 
preschool and church 
families 11:30-12:30, FDC 
This FREE luncheon 
sponsored by Thrivent is 
all about kids and money. 
Learn about teaching 
kids about personal 
finances, allowances, 
saving money, earning 
money, and starting their 
own businesses. Contact 
Jennifer Cyr.

• Friday, Jan. 26 - time TBA 
- Youth Night at Martin 
County Girls Bball game 
(support one of our ILC 
youth). Ice Cream to follow.

• Sunday, Jan. 28 - First 
Communion, 11:00-12:30, 
Rm 203 - Snacks provided. 
Contact Jennifer Cyr to 
sign your child up. 
jennifercyr@bellsouth.net 

MONDAYS 
Children’s Choir  

12:30 pm - FDC Main Hall

TUESDAYS 
FUSION  

(Middle & HS Youth Group) 
6:30 pm - Room 203 w/Jennifer 

High School Bible Study 
7:30 pm - Room 203 w/Pr. Rebecca

Middle School Bible Study 
7:30 pm - Room 201 w/Jennifer 

Weekly Youth Events

Children's Choir rehearsing for their 

performance on Christmas Eve morning

Children & Youth Sunday School 
students pract i c ing chimes for 

Chris tmas Eve

Next month... 

SRT Silver Ring Thing • Wednesday, Feb. 7th. 

6:15pm-9:15pm • $5 dinner & event ticket

Confirmation Class - Sunday, Feb. 11th  

10:45am-1:30pm

DNOW Discipleship Now • Friday, Feb. 23rd 

 & Saturday, Feb. 24th

Looking for two families to host 

the youth for a sleepover.  One 

family will host a small group of 

boys and one family will host a 

small group of girls.

Maddison Cyr gives Jesse Nicholas pointers on his clarinet solo

Youth Christmas Party
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Gary
Winslow

Vice President

council
SPOTLIGHT

Gary is a native of Washington 
State where he lived in several 

communities while growing up and 
attended Pacific Lutheran University 
until he received his military draft 
notice in 1966. 

Following his service in the Army 
from 1966-1969, he pursued a career 
in finance and in 1972 began working 
in banking and mortgage lending. He 
started his own mortgage company in 
1984, sold the business in 1996 and 
moved to Florida in 1997. After a brief 
encounter in real estate, he went back 
into the mortgage business in 1998, 
and started another new mortgage 
company in 2004. He retired as Chief 
Financial Officer and sold his interest 
in 2014. He moved to Stuart in 2001 
and joined Immanuel in 2005 after 
several years away from the church. 

Gary currently serves on our 
Congregational Council as Vice 
President and chair of the Administrative 
Committee. He previously served as 
Treasurer and then later again as the 
Communications Team Leader in 
2015. He was also a member of the 
Contemporary Worship Team playing 

December in Review

Mystery Dinner Theater  
& Ugly Christmas Outfit Party

December 8, 2017

Victim Roxy Rich (Maddison Cyr) and 

culprit S
am Sugarplu

m (Pete Morello)

New Members Mike and 

Ashley Keese with son, Junior

Tendo Clause (Gail 
Armstrong) and husband, Bob

Ed Williams making his own 
ugly Christmas sweater

Axi Dente (Victoria 
McCormic) and friends

Quilts of Valor and the 
winner of the best outf i t , Kim 

Shrum (center)

mmmm. . . f ood !

Our Christmas Mystery 
Dinner & Ugly Christmas 

Outfit party was a 
fun evening for all 

participants—no matter 
their age! After paying 

for the catering we made 
$870 towards our goal 
of $12,000 to purchase 

video equipment for 
our worship services so 
that we can livestream 

our services to our 
shut-ins and snow-birds 

throughout the year.

(continued on page 9...)

Christmas Eve
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MONTHLY GOOD NEWS DEADLINE
The deadline to submit items for the monthly newsletter is the 15th of 

each month. Items received after the 15th may or may not make it into 
the newsletter. To submit items, send an email to: 

 ilcmedia2655@gmail.com

guitar and bass guitar from 2008-2015, 
was a member of the Chancel Choir 
and cooked for Souper Sundays.

 Since retiring, Gary has focused 
on his music, returning to painting 
with watercolors and recently 
experimenting with Acrylics, in 
addition to his years of continued 
service to Immanuel Lutheran. 

Early Learning Center
 report by Director Beth Tatem

What a great time we all had at the IELC Christmas Program and 
Brunch! We can't wait for the new year to get started. We will start 
taking registration for Fall and Summer the second week of January for 
the children of Immanuel and then the third week we will open to the 
public. Classes will resume from our Christmas break on January 4th. We 
will be closed for Martin Luther King day on January15.

Santa (Tony Cyr) and his helper Elf (Jennifer Cyr) hand out gifts to the IELC students during their 
Christmas Program on December 15th

Early Learning Center 

students don their PJs for 

the last day of school before 

Christmas break to watch 

"The Polar Express."

Giving made e-asy.
Try e-payments on our website

If you or someone you know has 
experienced physical, emotional or mental 

abuse, please contact Pastor Rebecca 
for times/locations of group meetings. 

(Meeting times/locations are confidential in 
order to protect the participants.)

772.287.8188

Spiritual Support Group 
for Abuse Survivors

Pictorial Directory  

Last Call!
There are only a few 

openings left in January to 
get your pictures taken if 

you haven't already done 
so. Don’t be left out! Let 

our new pastor get to know 
you, by putting a face to a 

name. Please sign up today! 
Call Karen Coombs  

@ 772-600-7272

(...continued from page 8)

Altar Guild 
Chris tmas Party

Bell Choir and Trumpet 

player Alex Meixner
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Sisters in Spirit Women’s Ministry
Is one of your New Year’s resolutions to learn 
more about the women in the Bible? I invite you 
to join a wonderful group of women in doing so. 
We are currently learning about Mary, the mother 
of Jesus. Join us Tuesday, Jan.16th at 7 PM 
at Panera Bread in Palm City. Contact Cheryl 
Gundersdorff (221-8939) for more information.

  Sisters

  S pirit

in

Adult Education
Companions in Christ 

Tuesdays at 6 pm • Pr Rebecca's 
Office

Thursdays at Noon • Rm 202

Deborah Circle 
2nd Monday at 3 pm • Choir Rm

Sisters in Spirit 
3rd Tuesday • Panera Bread 
Info: Cheryl Gundersdorff, 

772.221.8939

Mom2Mom Bible Study 
3rd Wednesday of the month at 

11:30 am • Room 203

3rd Thursday of the month  
6 pm • Room 203

Adventure through the Bible 
Weds & Thurs, 6:30 pm  

Conference Rm

Fellowship 
& Service 
Ministries

Quilts of Valor 
Weds 6:00 pm • Room 202 

Info: Jackie Koch, 772.834.8058

Altar Guild  (2nd Wednesday) 
10:00 am • Choir Room 

Info: Marj Smith, 772.286.8974 
or Alice Windle, 772.220.1590

Stephen Ministry  
(2nd & 4th Mondays) 

6:30 pm • Rm 202

Stephen Ministry Training 
Wednesdays, 1:30 pm • Rm 202

Thursday Bridge Group 
1:30 pm • Choir Room

Music Ministries
Contemporary Worship Team 
Thursdays, 5 pm • Sanctuary 

Contact Brittany Lustig 
brittanyannelustig@gmail.com

Bell Choir 
Tuesdays, 6 pm • Sanctuary 

Contact Jim Peppers 
pdcjimmy@hotmail.com

Chancel Choir 
Sundays, 9:30 am • Choir Rm 

Contact Jim Peppers 
pdcjimmy@hotmail.com

Deborah Circle Women’s Ministry
Is one of your New Year’s resolutions to learn more about the Bible? 
I invite you to join a wonderful group of women in doing so. We are 
currently studying the book of Romans. We meet Monday, Jan. 8th 
at 3 PM in the choir room. Following our study, we are assembling 
layettes for the indigent newborn babies of Martin County. Dinner 
out and fellowship follow. Come for part or come for all. Contact 

Cheryl Gundersdorff (221-8939) for more information.

Returns in January - Part 2:"Feasting on the Word"
Tuesdays @ 6 pm in Pr. Rebecca's Office (Starts Jan. 9th) 

(due to a scheduling conflict, the Monday group moved to Tuesdays)

Thursdays @ Noon in Rm 202 (Starts Jan. 11th)

Goliath Must Fall
Winning the Battle Against Your Giants   

by Louis Giglio
It’s likely you have a giant in your life—an adversary or stronghold that’s dimin-
ishing your ability to live a full and free life. Frozen in the grip of rejection, fear, 
anger, comfort, or addiction, we lose sight of the promise God has for our lives. 
God has a better plan for you, a plan for you to live in victory. Come learn about 
how to silence those giants once and for all! Led by Jennifer Cyr.

Mom2Mom Study 
3rd Wednesday at 11:30 am starting Jan. 17th 

3rd Thursday at 6:00 pm starting Jan. 18th

Bible 

      
 Study

Adult 

   Ed

&
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CALL 
COMMITTEE
update by Jeff Carson

The call committee is just about 
there! We've submitted our 

MSP and and are now just waiting 
for after the holidays to begin 
conducting "mock" interviews with 
local clergy. Once we are finished 
with that task, the MSP goes live 
and we can begin receiving names 
of candidates!

NEXT STEPS
• Begin scheduling 

“sample” interviews 
with local clergy.

• Synod will start 
giving us names of 
candidates to consider 
interviewing.

WHERE WE ARE
• Collected results from 

the survey.

• Completed the 
Ministry Site Profile 
(MSP) and submitted it 
to the Synod.

Altar Guild Meeting
Please consider joining us as we start a New 
Year serving our Lord. Many opportunities 
are available in helping serve communion 
or taking care of the altar.  We meet on 
Wednesday, January 10, 2018 at 10 am in 
the Choir Room.

We welcome ALL volunteers interested in serving our Lord 
by caring for the altar or serving communion. Questions 

happily answered by Marj Smith at 772-286-8974  
or Alice Windle at 772-220-1590.

STEPHEN MINISTRY
January is often a time for new beginnings 
and evaluating our lives. It can sometimes 
be a daunting challenge. This is why our 
Immanuel Stephen Ministry exists. It is a 
one on one confidential Christian caring 
ministry to help people sort through 
life’s changes. Having your own Stephen 
Minister can lighten your challenge as the 
two of you walk the journey together and 
seeing God at work. If you would like to 
have your own Stephen Minister, please 
contact  your Stephen Leaders, Deacon 
Cheryl Gundersdorff, 221-8939 or Dave 
Hakala 219-0715 .

Christmas Decoration Take-Down
It has been a wonderful Advent & Christmas season and 
we thank all those who helped decorate the church. We 
now ask once again for the take down (much easier) of 
the decorations. Please sign up in the narthex to help on 
Jan. 6th from 1-3 PM. Beverages and snacks provided.

Prayer Chain Ministry
Have you made a resolution to pray 
more this year? Consider joining the 
prayer chain. As you bless others 
through your prayers, you will find that 
you also will be blessed. 

Call Deacon 
Cheryl 
for more 
information, 
221-8939.
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Check out our daily God Pause 
devotional on our homepage.

& EARLY LEARNING CENTER

Anniversary
CELEBRATION

This January, Immanuel celebrates its 30th Anniversary along with the 30th Anniversary of the formation of the 
ELCA. Immanuel Lutheran Church was the first Church to organize as an ELCA congregation in January, 1988. 
Our new Synod Bishop, Pedro Suarez, will be joining us on Saturday, January 13th, to preside over our special 

worship service celebrating this milestone event. (There will be no 6 pm worship service that evening.)  
Living Faith will be joining us as they celebrate having organized after being birthed by Immanuel 5 years ago!

Sign up in the Narthex or call the church office for the potluck!

Special Worship Service
Saturday, January 13th, 4:30 pm

with Bishop Pedro Suarez
followed by a Potluck in the FDC

30th
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Sunday
Monday

Tuesday
W

ednesday
Thursday

Friday
Saturday

1 - N
ew Y

ear’s D
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2
31:30 - Stephen Ministry Trng
6:30 - Quilts of Valor
6:30 - Bible Adventures

41:30 - Bridge Club
5:00 - CW

T Rehearsal
6:30 - Bible Adventures
7:00 - Council Meeting

5
61:00 - Church un-decorating
5:15 - Cornerstone Rehearsal
6:00 - Traditional W

orship

78:00 - Traditional W
orship

9:30 - Contemp. W
orship

9:30 - Choir Rehearsal
10:00 - Sunday School
11:15 - Traditional W

orship
4:30 - Souper Sunday

810:00 - IELC Chapel
11:15 - Staff Mtg.
12:30 - Children’s Choir
3:00 - Deborah Circle
6:30 - Stephen Ministry

96:00 - Bell Choir Practice
6:00 - Companions in Christ
6:30 - Youth FUSION
7:30 - HS Bible Study
7:30 - MS Bible Study

1010:00 - Altar Guild
12:30 - Mom2Mom Study
1:30 - Stephen Ministry Trng
6:00 - Quilts of Valor
6:30 - Bible Adventures

1110:00 - IELC Chapel
12:00 - Companions in Christ
1:30 - Bridge Club
5:00 - CW

T Rehearsal
6:30 - Bible Adventures

12
134:30 - Youth Lock-in
4:30 - 30th Anniversary 
Celebration Service & 
Potluck

148:00 - Traditional W
orship

9:30 - Contemp. W
orship

9:30 - Choir Rehearsal
10:00 - Sunday School
11:15 - Traditional W

orship
4:30 - Souper Sunday

15 - M
LK

 D
ay

O
FFIC

E &
 IELC

C
LO

SED

1611:15 Staff Meeting
6:00 - Bell Choir Practice
6:00 - Companions in Christ
6:30 - Youth FUSION
7:00 - Sisters in Spirit
7:30 - HS Bible Study
7:30 - MS Bible Study

171:30 - Stephen Ministry Trng
3:00 - Mom2Mom
6:00 - Quilts of Valor
6:30 - Bible Adventures

1810:00 - IELC Chapel
12:00 - Companions in Christ
1:30 - Bridge Club
5:00 - CW

T Rehearsal
6:00 - Mom2Mom
6:30 - Bible Adventures

19
205:15 - Cornerstone Rehearsal
6:00 - Traditional W

orship

218:00 - Traditional W
orship

9:30 - Contemp. W
orship

9:30 - Choir Rehearsal
10:00 - Sunday School
11:15 - Traditional W

orship
4:30 - Souper Sunday

2210:00 - IELC Chapel
11:00 - Lifetouch Photos
11:15 - Staff Mtg.
12:30 - Children’s Choir
6:00 - Young Life Club
6:30 - Stephen Ministry

236:00 - Bell Choir Practice
6:00 - Companions in Christ
6:30 - Youth FUSION
7:00 - Council Meeting
7:30 - HS Bible Study
7:30 - MS Bible Study

241:30 - Stephen Ministry Trng
6:00 - Quilts of Valor
6:30 - Bible Adventures

2510:00 - IELC Chapel
12:00 - Companions in Christ
1:30 - Bridge Club
5:00 - CW

T Rehearsal
6:30 - Bible Adventures

269:00 - Newsletter Folding
11:30 - Money Matters 
Luncheon
TBA - Youth Night @

 Girls’ BB 
Game

275:15 - Cornerstone Rehearsal
5:30 - Youth Christmas Party
6:00 - Lessons & Carols

28 
8:00 - Traditional W

orship
9:30 - Contemp. W

orship
9:30 - Choir Rehearsal
10:00 - Sunday School
11:00 - First Communion
11:15 - Traditional W

orship
4:30 - Souper Sunday

2910:00 - IELC Chapel
11:15 - Staff Mtg.
12:30 - Children’s Choir

306:00 - Bell Choir Practice
6:00 - Companions in Christ
6:30 - Youth FUSION
7:30 - HS Bible Study
7:30 - MS Bible Study

311:30 - Stephen Ministry Trng
6:00 - Quilts of Valor
6:30 - Bible Adventures

IELC
 C

LO
SED



January Worship Assistants
Jan 6 & 7 Jan 13 & 14 Jan 20 & 21 Jan 27 & 28

Greeters 6:00

8:00

9:30

11:15

VACANT

Lucy & Ed Bancroft

Jean Prielipp

VACANT

(4:30) VACANT

Linda Gallo

Bee Karnes

VACANT

VACANT

VACANT

VACANT

VACANT

VACANT

VACANT

Jean Prielipp

VACANT

Ushers
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

6:00

8:00

9:30

11:15

John Warren
Linda Warren

Paulette Tichacek
Diane Weber

Mark Trumbauer
John Wakerman

Doug Dattoma
Donelle Heynes

(4:30) Gary Blodgett
Sally Blodgett

Jim Nordine
Marilyn Nordine

Ed Williams
Doug Behnke

Ron Froehlich
Harry Lerch

John Etter
Ruth Etter

Jim Dickmeyer
Marlys Dickmeyer

Marcie Balow
Jeff Carson

Dave Vanderslice

David Hakala
Joe Olsen

Bob Durst
Jerry Walters

Amber Castro
Al DeLorenzo

Jeanne Bateman
Bob Ebbersten

Readers 4:30

8:00

9:30

11:15

Linda Pierr

Bobbi Loukas

Ellen Higgins

Lynnea Valpatic

(4:30) Judith Holley

Jim Nordine

Jerry Schuler

Ron Froehlich

David Klingelsmith, Jr.

Marlys Dickmeyer

Amber Castro

Lynnea Valpatic

John McCluskey

Bobbi Loukas

Judy Wakeman

Barbara Haslage

6:00

8:00

9:30

11:15

Barbara Shank
Linda Pierr

Linda Gallo

Carolynn Ries
Margie King
Maddison Cyr
Christopher Carnes

Jeanne Bateman
Alice Windle

(4:30) Kaija Hakala, 
Barbara DeBree,
Marlu Gluckman, 
Alice Windle

Susan Bielefeld

Eileen Neal
Ruth Ann Katilius

Jean Friedman
JoAnn Muller

Barbara Shank
Linda Pierr

Joan Schappert

Margie King
Carol Kosman
Maddison Cyr
Charlotte Wise

Marj Smith
Gerry Schroeder

Marlu Gluckman
Barbara DuBree

Susan Bielefeld

Carolynn Ries
Eileen Neal
Maddison Cyr

Nancy Vanderslice
JoAnn Muller

Slide 
Assistants

6:00

8:00

9:30

11:15

VACANT

VACANT

Tom Higgins

VACANT

(4:30) Maddison Cyr 

VACANT

Kim Nicholas

Jeanne Bateman

VACANT

VACANT

Tom Higgins

VACANT

VACANT

VACANT

Kim Nicholas

VACANT

January Worship Assistants


