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AUGUST 2021Our mission is to introduce all people to 
Jesus Christ and the exhilarating power and 

undefeatable joy He brings to life!

A monthly publication of Immanuel Lutheran

Martin Luther wrote the Small 
Catechism as a teaching tool, 
originally for parents, to teach their 
children about faith. Consider it, the 
essentials of Christianity; the Lord’s 
Prayer, the Apostles Creed and the 10 
Commandments. Yes, there is more to 
it than that but that’s pretty much the 
foundation in which our faith is built 
on. Knowing that one would surmise 
that we all have those three elements 
down pat. One may also surmise that 
if we only have 10 commandments, we 
might be able to stick to those. Number 
three…keep the sabbath. Just three 
commandments in and I’m already off 
track. The sabbath is meant to be a day 
of rest and a day reserved for God, this 
is true. Even God, after the work of 
creation, you know where God created 
EVERYTHING, God took a day of 
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The Wisdom of Rest
by Pastor Chad Fair

W isdom — the quality 
of having experience, 
knowledge, and good 

judgment.

That, my friends, is the dictionary 
definition of wisdom. Biblically we 
have 5 books widely regarded “wisdom 
literature”: Job, Psalms, Proverbs, 
Ecclesiastes, and Song of Solomon. Wait, 
what? In all of scripture there are only 5 
books that provide us with wisdom? Just 
making sure you’re paying attention, of 
course not. All of scripture offers a ton 
of wisdom. I wish I could say that the 
more scripture you read the wiser you 
will be; however, it's not that simple. 
Reading scripture, being familiar with 
scripture and following the wisdom of 
scripture are not the same things. Far 
too often the “wisdom of society” takes 
over. Perhaps this a confession and some 
wisdom passed along. (continued on page 2...)
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Pastor Chad's
Monthly

Message

LIFTT Update
by John McCluskey
Council President

rest. God, the Almighty, God the 
creator of the universe took a day to 
rest. God took a vacation day!!!!
Over the last few years, I have gotten 
better at actually taking a day off. 
My wife has been instrumental 
in holding me to that and gently 
(usually) reminding me when it’s 
obvious I have not. Where I have 
utterly failed is actually taking a 
vacation. You know, that thing where 
you just go somewhere and relax and 
do fun stuff. I’m ashamed to admit 
it, but last month was the first time 
we’ve taken a legitimate vacation. 
Without going into detail, there 
were extenuating circumstances that 
prevented us from doing so before, 
but the point remains. If God can 
take a break, so can we. If God saw 
wisdom in it, so should we. Society 
tells us, work, work, work. Then 
work some more. Sadly, I followed 
that societal wisdom, partially 
because I love my job and when you 
love your job it does make it easier to 
go to work.
Prior to leaving, a wise member of 
the congregation said, “you enjoy 
your vacation and don’t think about 
this place for one second.” I can’t say 

Hello Everyone! Summer is always 
interesting at Immanuel. Attendance at 

our services drops as our snowbird members 
are up north and many of our other members 
are off traveling with their families. Work at 
Immanuel does not slow down though. 

Doug Crawford, Stewardship, and his team are trying to gather all the 
pledges for the LIFTT Campaign by the end of July. Your support has 
been amazing! It will put Immanuel in a solid position to upgrade our 
facilities and grow our ministry in the Palm City/Stuart area.
Peter Morello (Vice President), and Dave Vanderslice (Property), have 
been authorized to engage an engineering firm to design the upgraded 
parking area. This plan will then be reviewed by Martin Downs 
Property Owners Association and Martin County officials. I expect 
this will be a long process. Engineering firms are extremely busy right 
now so finding a good one is a major accomplishment. 
Pastor Chad is working with the Early Learning Center and the 
Administration Committee to finalize the plans for the playground. 
This is moving faster and may have the necessary approvals later 
this year. 
Kim Shrum, Treasurer, and Ron Froehlich, Finance, are watching our 
funds very closely. Our weekly offerings have been down this year so 
managing the day-to-day cash needs has needed their attention. Please 
remember to send in your offering even while you travel this summer.
Finally, Covid has not gone away. Some of our members who had been 
vaccinated still came down with the disease and one became very ill, 
so we will continue to be cautious at our services.
I hope everyone has a safe summer and I look forward to seeing you at 
our services when you return.

(...continued from page 1)

(continued on page 3...)

Endowment Fund Update
by Karen Coombs, Chair

The Endowment Fund Outreach Committee met on June 10th. 
Financially, the Endowment Fund had a very good year. It was 
decided to grant the following funds: Family Promise: $5,000, 
Volunteers in Medicine: $5,000, Salvation Army: $2,000, and 

House of Hope: $2,000. This recommendation was sent to the 
Congregational Council, which approved the recommendation at 

the June 24th meeting.
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I didn’t take a few seconds while I 
was gone to think about work, but 
largely speaking I heeded his advice. 
Here’s what I learned, I really needed 
that vacation and I felt refreshed 
and re-energized when I got back. 
I came back with some fresh eyes 
and ready to tackle new challenges. 
Who knew sitting on the beach, 
finding sea shells with your kids and 
racing go karts while your daughter 
giggles so hard you’re afraid she’s 
gonna pee was actually good for 
your job? God knew! God knew we 
needed a sabbath to refresh so that 
we can recharge our batteries. 
This may not be an earth shattering 
revelation for some, but it does 
serve as a reminder that scripture 
is littered with wisdom and many 
times it’s the most familiar parts that 
we overlook. 

LIFTT Update
by John McCluskey
Council President

(...continued from page 2)

by Cheryl Gundersdorff
Deacon

This past year and a half have brought about 
many changes thanks to COVID-19. 

We were forced into doing our usual activities 
differently. We worshiped in front of a computer 
screen, bought groceries on-line, schooled at 
home, turned a corner of a room into an office 

to work from home, wore masks, eliminated handshakes and hugs, kept 
our distance for safety, spent more time together as a family (perhaps 
playing more board games and assembling puzzles and cooking together), 
canceled vacations, waved to loved ones through a window and mourned 
our dead without proper closure. Changes are never easy.
Our human nature, being what it is, can be so averse to change. Why? 
Because it takes us out of our cozy comfort zones. It makes us question, 
argue, and ponder. And that is not a bad thing to do. It is in the analyzing 
that we begin to see the world a little differently, that some changes can, 
in the bigger picture, be good.
While we are all glad to see each other’s faces again, were there changes 
during the pandemic that you would like to hang on to? Ponder it for a 
while. In your pondering, ask the Lord’s guidance for your life. It may 
involve change. In fact, it will involve change. You see, God expects us 
to change a little everyday so that we become more and more like Jesus. 
You are not the person you were and you are not the person you are 
becoming. 2 Corinthians 3:18 tells us, “And we, who with unveiled faces 
all reflect the Lord’s glory, are being transformed into his likeness with 
ever-increasing glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit.”
So, come, Holy Spirit! Bring it on. Kick us out of our cozy comfort zones 
so we can make a positive loving difference in our world and usher God’s 
kingdom into our world. All to the glory of God!

Change is Hard

MONTHLY GOOD NEWS DEADLINE
The deadline to submit items for the monthly newsletter is the 15th of 

each month. Items received after the 15th may or may not make it into the 
newsletter. To submit items, send an email to: ilcmedia2655@gmail.com

Tour House of Hope
Thursday, Aug. 12 • 10 am

We will start out at the farm 
then go to the main facility. 
Meet at The Farm on Citrus 

Boulevard. 

Feel free to join us for lunch 
following the tour—location, 

TBD.

Sign up in the Narthex
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Operating Fund Income & Expenses
Our year-to-date operating income and expenses using the latest report 

of the treasurer.

Through 06/30/2021 ILC & IELC

Income $498,711.70

Expenses $456,593.05

Difference $42,118.65*

From the Choir Loft 
and Organ Bench
by Jim Peppers 
Cantor/Organist/Choir Director

I am excited to tell you all that we will be 
resuming our Choirs in September. This 

has been a challenging time and we all have 
missed the music the choirs add to our worship offering. We will need 
to reorganize and I hope that each of you will reflect on participating 
in one of our choirs this fall, either Cornerstones (our small Saturday 
night group), the Bell Choir, or the Chancel Choir (our 11:15am 
Sunday Choir). Practice times to be announced for the Bell Choir. 
The Chancel Choir will continue practicing on Sunday mornings at 
10am and the Cornerstones will meet Saturdays at 5:15pm. These 
music ministries are important to the life of our congregation and 
it will take extra hands and voices to help make our gift to God a 
greater service to his majesty. Please email me of your intentions to 
participate so we can begin planning: jimpeppers@ilcpalmcity.org

Mobile
Text: IPCGIVE

to 77977
Online

immanuelpalmcity.org
Envelopes

We now have more ways for you to give!

June 2021 June 2020 YTD 2021 YTD 2020

Given $50,118.09 $41,121.81 $231,577.82 $257,979.64

Needed $44,240.00 $44,692.00 $287,560.00 $290,498.00

Difference $5,878.09 ($3,570.19) ($55,982.18) ($32,518.36)

CONGREGATIONAL 
COUNCIL

President 
John McCluskey 

john@floridaoutdoorsrv.com
Vice President 

Pete Morello 
shipperpete@gmail.com

Secretary 
Sandra Foley 

fschoolmarm@aol.com
Treasurer 

Kim Shrum 
kim.shrum2011@gmail.com

Finance 
Ron Froehlich 

rfroeh1944@gmail.com
Worship 

Karen Coombs 
klcoombs1@yahoo.com

Stewardship 
Doug Crawford 
dougc@mfps.us

Communication & Evangelism 
Shelli Grimmelsman 

sgrimmelsman@gmail.com 
Service 

Marcie Balow 
mbalow45@gmail.com

Learning 
Andy Jankens 

ajankens@yahoo.com

Property 
Dave Vanderslice 

ndslice@comcast.net
Faith, Fun & Fellowship/Small 

Groups 
Amber Castro 

ambercastro@yahoo.com 
 

*Does not include PPP Loan. PPP: $91,290.00, Difference: $134,038.65
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IMMANUEL STAFF
Lead Pastor 

Chad Fair 
pastorchad@ilcpalmcity.org

Pastor 
Rebecca Craig 

pastorrebecca@ilcpalmcity.org

Deacon 
Cheryl Gundersdorff 

cherylgundersdorff@ilcpalmcity.org

Organist & Choir Director 
Jim Peppers, Cantor 

jimpeppers@ilcpalmcity.org

Contemporary Worship Leader 
Brittany Lustig 

brittanylustig@ilcpalmcity.org

Director of Early Learning Center  
Beth Tatem 

bethtatem@ilcpalmcity.org

Children, Youth & Family Director 
Brittany Lustig 

brittanylustig@ilcpalmcity.org

Office Manager 
Mary Alicea 

maryalicea@ilcpalmcity.org

Administrative Assistant 
Sheri Muller 

sherimuller@ilcpalmcity.org

Sextons 
Leeona Reid 

Text: 772-444-5148

Zacary Tatem 
zacary84848@gmail.com

Prayer Requests
To add someone to the prayer list contact:

Sheri at sherimuller@ilcpalmcity.org
To add someone to the prayer chain contact:

Cheryl Gunderdorff: 772-221-8939
cherylgundersdorff@ilcpalmcity.org

Real Life Children’s Ranch
We will be collecting cash, checks (payable to Immanuel) or 
gift cards from Walmart to purchase School Supplies for the 
children at the Real Life Children's Ranch in Okeechobee. 
Please have gifts in by August 8th.

Should you have any 
questions, please call  

Kaija Hakala  
(772-240-9011)  

Other needs at the RLCR
• Handyman services including plumbing, electrical & carpentry

• Professional services (accounting, computer support)
• Ink & Toner cartridges* • Life jackets (children & adult) 
• Feed/Hay for animal program • Clothing & toiletries*

• Shell rock for roads • Auto repair services • iPads for homes
• Chrome books • Tablets • Financial contributions

*Contact RLCR for specifics
www.rlcr.org
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Children, Youth & Family   
 

Brittany Lustig

(continued on page 7...)

“Soakin’ up the summer sun”, 
in service, with our youth! 

This Summer has just flown by. On 
the third weekend of June, we had a 
celebration! We celebrated the Lift 
Campaign and we celebrated our 
Fathers. Our families used a photo 
booth cut out to make precious 
memories. It has been an amazing 
jump start: fundraising early for 
the ELCA youth gathering that will 
be held in Minneapolis in July of 
2022. On June 27th, we started 
it off right with the Summer-Kick 
Off Cookout! Hamburgers and 
hotdogs, anyone? The youth blew 
us all away with leadership and 
management skills. We had many 
baked goods and happy faces. It was 
a great start to begin this journey of 
fundraisers. 
In July, we decided to take on the 
magical world of Disney. Nine of 
our youth woke up mighty early 
to make it right at “rope drop” in 
Magic Kingdom. The Florida heat 
didn’t slow us down! It was such a 
wonderful bonding experience for 
our youth group and I’m thrilled 
to see how much more we bond 
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Children, Youth & Family   
 

(...continued from page 6)

through this upcoming school year. 
On July 30th, we started our 
second fundraiser; Painting 
with Christopher. Christopher 
Carnes, one of our youth, is such 
a wonderfully talented artist. He 
dedicated his time and passion for 
this fundraiser, and he blessed us 
with a wonderful evening painting 
a sunset. Thank you to all who 
helped and participated. 
On August 8th, we will be blessing 
the backpacks of all youth going back 
to school that following Monday 
and will be meeting with parents 
whose children are interested in 
registering and committing to the 
ELCA Youth Gathering. The Youth 
Gathering theme for this upcoming 
year is: “Boundless”. Boundless love, 
creation, forgiveness, invitation, 
and promise. Over the next few 
months we will be diving into 
the curriculum to help our group 
ponder the theme of the Gathering 
as we build relationships with one 
another. 

YOUTH GATHERING 
PARENTS MEETING

AUGUST 8th

10:45 am in 203
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Brittany Lustig
Youth Director/ 

Praise Team Leader

Staff
SPOTLIGHT

Brittany is of course a familiar 
face around Immanuel. While 

most of us know her as our Praise 
Team Leader, Brittany has been 
attending Immanuel for nine years, 
having started off singing in the choir 
at fourteen. 
As time went on, she also became 
a praise team vocalist for the 
contemporary service. When 
leadership began to change, Brittany 
stepped up and offered her talents as 
worship leader while she was going 
to school for Music Education at 
Florida Atlantic University. 
In 2020, she graduated Nursing 
School at IRSC. While she was 
working on getting her RN license, 
God threw something else at her 
heart. Brittany has been wanting to 
work with kids all her life. In music 
education, she wanted to teach kids 
of all ages. As a nurse, she wants to 
work in pediatrics and eventually 
become a Midwife. 
God opened a new and unexpected 
door for her, however. Brittany is 
now Immanuel's new Youth and 
Family Director. She has always 

N owhere in the Bible will you find something 
like “Give fifty dollars.” The language is always 
“Give in proportion to the blessings you have 

received.” Those who have much wealth are expected to 
give proportionately. Those who have little wealth are also 
expected to give proportionately. The tithe, 10 percent, 
is obviously the best example of the Bible’s teaching of 
proportional giving. 

Percentage giving is a two-edged sword. For those who 
don’t have large financial resources, percentage giving 
is a word of great comfort. Such people can know that in 
God’s eyes their “small” gift is not small at all, but incredibly 
generous. For those who have greater financial resources, 
percentage giving calls them to account if their gift is larger 
in dollars, but still quite small in percentage. 

-“Reflections on Faith and Finance” by Charles Lane

(continued on page 9...)

Pastors Chad & Rebecca are back with their weekly 
podcast. Each week they will delve more in-depth with 
the previous weekend's scripture and sermon. Join us 

online or via the app.

Starting Tuesday, September 14th
1:30 & 6:30 pm in Room 201

Contact Barbara Olson if you would like to participate
bjblueeyes@gmail.com, 772-208-0284
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Welcome back to our students starting 
August 11th! We will host an open house 

for our parents and kids from 9-11am on August 
10th in our Faith Development Center. Below 
is our calendar for the year. It's going to be so 
exciting to see everyone again!

Early Learning Center
 by Director Beth Tatem

Watch our Livestream Services 
Every Weekend!

Livestreaming Worship Times:
Sat. 6 pm - Casual Traditional Worship 
Sun. 9:30 am - Contemporary Worship

Sun. 11:15 am - Traditional Worship
Visit our website at immanuelpalmcity.org or download our 
app to watch. All services are now both online & in-person.

been involved in the church, but 
now she feels like she has found 
her true calling. She thanks Pastor 
Chad and Pastor Rebecca for their 
encouragement and giving her this 
opportunity to spark joy, teach, and 
share her faith with the families of 
Immanuel.

(...continued from page 8)

BRIDGE GROUP

If you're fully 
vaccinated, join 
us Wednesdays 

in the choir 
room at 1:30 pm 
to play bridge. 
Anyone who 
would like to 

play is welcome.

Prayer Bear 
Report

Where have the prayer bears 
been this past year? They've been 
in lock down for safety against 

Covid-19. Now they are back and 
ready to work for the congregation 

once again. Please take one to 
show your love and kindness and 
God's love to someone who is ill, 

hospitalized or just needs to know 
you care. Of course, they are great 

for happy occasions as well!

August 11 First Day of School

September 6 Labor Day

September 10 Bring Your Dad to School

October 29 Harvest Party

November 11 Teacher work day

November 24-26 Thanksgiving Break

December 17 Christmas Party (Half-Day til 1 pm)

December 20-Jan 2 Christmas Vacation

January 3 Classes resume

January 17 Martin Luther King Day

February 14 Valentine's Day Party

February 21 President's Day

March 11 Spring Brunch (half-day til 1 pm)

March 14-18 Spring Vacation

April 14 Easter Egg Hunt

April 15 Good Friday

May 6 Mother's Day Tea (9:15 am)

May 20 VPK Graduation (11 am)

May 27 Last Day of School - Half day 12:15

2021-2022
Immanuel Early Learning Center School Calendar
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Adult Education
Deborah Circle 

2nd Monday of the month 
3 PM • Choir Room 

*on hiatus until September*
Sisters in Spirit 

3rd Tuesday of the month  
7 pm @ Church • Choir Room 
*on hiatus until September*

Book Study 
1st & 3rd Sundays of the month 

via zoom 
ID: 864 8101 3401 

PW: 929057

Fellowship 
& Service 
Ministries

Griefshare
Tuesdays 1:30 & 6:30 pm  

Room 201 
*Starts Sept. 14*

Quilts of Valor 
Weds 6:00 pm • Room 202 

Info: Jackie Koch, 772.834.8058

Altar Guild   
2nd Wednesday of the month 

10 am • Room 202 
Info: Marj Smith, 772.286.8974 
or Alice Windle, 772.220.1590 

*Suspended until Sept 8*

Stephen Ministry  
2nd Monday 

6:30 pm in Room 202

Wednesday Bridge Group 
Wednesdays at 1 pm  

Choir Room

Souper Sundays 
Every Sunday @ 4:30 pm • FDC 
Immanuel's Weeks to help are 

the 3rd and 5th Sundays 
Contact: Marcie Balow  

772.283.0982 or 
mbalow45@gmail.com

*Carry-Out only until further 
notice*

STEPHEN MINISTRY
Welcome, Barbara Olson, to Immanuel’s Stephen Ministry team! 
Barbara comes to us with Stephen Ministry experience from a 

former congregation. All of our Stephen Ministers are available to 
answer questions concerning how we can care for people in our 
congregation and community during challenging times. Extend 

to them a word of thanks for their God-given call and dedication. 
These are our Stephen Ministers: Jim Quinlan, Jerry Schuler, Janis 
Kerwin, Karen Braid, Ruth Ann Katilius, Marlu Gluckman, Barbara 

Haslage, Barbara Olson, Cheryl Gundersdorff.

&

Prayer Chain Ministry
Need prayer? The prayer chain ministry team 
is honored to pray for you or someone you 

know. All prayer requests are confidential. Call 
Deacon Cheryl Gundersdorff (221-8939) to 

get those prayers started or to join the prayer 
team (prayer requests are given to you and you 

pray on your own at your leisure).

Sisters in Spirit Women’s Ministry
Coming soon…We are almost ready to start meeting again. 
Watch for details in the Sept. newsletter and weekly. In the 
meantime, be thinking about who you can invite to join us. 
Contact Deacon Cheryl 221-8939 for more information.

  Sisters

  S pirit

in

Deborah Circle Women’s Ministry
Coming soon…We are almost ready to start meeting again. Watch 
for details in the Sept. newsletter and weekly. In the meantime, be 

thinking about who you can invite to join us. Contact Deacon Cheryl 
221-8939 for more information.
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Music Ministries
Contemporary Worship Team 

Sundays @ 8 am • Sanctuary 
Contact Brittany Lustig 

brittanylustig@ilcpalmcity.org

Bell Choir 
Saturdays at 4:30 pm • Sanctuary 

*Will resume in Sept* 

Chancel Choir 
Sundays at 10 am • Choir Room  

*Will resume in Sept* 

Cornerstone Singers 
Saturdays @ 5:15 pm • Sanctuary 

pdcjimmy@hotmail.com 
*Will resume in Sept*

Children's Choir 
Mondays at 12:30 pm • FDC 

*Suspended until further notice*

Children's Chimes 
Sundays at 10:30 am • FDC 

*Suspended until further notice*

The Salvation Army still 
desperately needs your 

donations! Immanuel is a drop-off 
location for non-perishable foods 

weekdays from 9 am - 3 pm

Souper Sundays
Every Sunday we partner with other local religious and non-
profit organizations to help feed the hungry with our Souper 

Sundays Soup Kitchen. Anyone needing a well balanced, 
healthy meal for dinner is welcome. Immanuel Lutheran 

volunteers serve every third and fifth Sunday. To volunteer, 
contact Marcie Balow at 283-0982 or mbalow45@gmail.com

FOOD & TOILETRY BAG DONATIONS FOR 
SOUPER SUNDAYS

We are continuing to distribute food & 
toiletry bags at Souper Sunday. We will 
be accepting donations of the following 
(NEW, not used) items:
Food Bags: Tuna salad (boxes or foil bags); 
Chicken salad (boxes or foil bags); Vienna 
Sausages (small: pull top); Jif to Go; Filled 
snack crackers (peanut butter or cheese 
filled; Energy Bars/Breakfast bars; Fruit 

cups; Keebler/Ritz Crackers (Snack packs)

Toiletry Bags: (travel sized preferred) Soap (bar or liquid; 
Shampoo/Conditioner; Toothpaste/brushes; Hand lotion; Small 
combs; Wet wipes

Contact Karen Coombs at  
772-600-7272

New Member
Class

Thursday, Sept. 30th
6 pm • Rm 201

Sign up in the Narthex or email  
pastorchad@ilcpalmcity.org
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