
Our mission is to introduce all people to 
Jesus Christ and the exhilarating power and 

undefeatable joy He brings to life!

I once threw a perfect game; no runs, 
no hits, no walks, no errors. Man was 
that fun!!! I must admit, on that day, 
I was REALLY good. But as good as 
I may have been that day, it was Josh 
Rider that I’ll never forget. You see a 
perfect game isn’t possible without the 
guys in the field making plays. With 
one out in the last inning Josh Rider 
made a sliding catch to preserve the 
perfect game. Hey Josh, wherever you 
are, THANKS AGAIN!!!

No one person, no one play is the reason 
for a victory or defeat in team sports. It’s 
always a series of plays that determine 
the outcome. In order to be successful 
everyone must work together and 
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Win Every Inning
by Pastor Chad Fair

I love sports. I always have. Sports are 
the original and authentic reality TV. 
No scripts, no manufactured plot 

just competition to see who or what 
team will win. No matter the sport, the 
opportunity to see history being made is 
always there. 

I love watching football and hockey but 
my first love has always been baseball. 
I was fortunate to play in college and 
over the summers after graduation 
until a torn labrum ended my playing 
“career”. I find the dynamics of team 
sports fascinating. It is impossible 
for one person to win a game in team 
sports. During my baseball “career” 
I played nearly every position on the 
diamond at some point. While pitching 
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Pastor Chad's
Monthly

Message

Back to School
by John McCluskey
Council President

everything must fall into place.

In many ways, ministry is a lot like 
team sports. Success isn’t about one 
person, it’s a team effort. I’ve heard, 
directly or indirectly, numerous 
comments about our recent bump 
in worship attendance (that’s how 
churches tend to keep score). The 
bump in attendance is predictable. I 
call it the curiosity factor. It happens 
every time a new pastor comes 
aboard, “hey let’s check out the 
new guy or gal.” Assuming we want 
to use worship attendance to keep 
score, the recent bump in attendance 
is like winning the first inning of a 
nine-inning game. 

My college baseball coach had a 
mantra that he’d frequently remind 
us, “win every inning.” Winning 
the first inning doesn’t mean you 
win the game, but if you win every 
inning it’s impossible to lose. We are 
blessed to have a talented team that I 
believe can and will be successful for 
the long haul. Pastor Rebecca, Jim, 
the praise team, Jennifer, Cheryl, the 
office staff, the preschool staff, Indra 
and Zac, and YOU are all part of the 
team. Every single one of us has a 
role to play. Whether it’s preaching, 
teaching, music, volunteering 

“Summer” has come to an 
end and schools are back in 
session. It has been quite a 

summer for Immanuel. Pastor Chad 
joined us in June, then attended 
ELCA’s National Youth Rally, moved 
his family to Palm City, was installed 
as our Senior Pastor and attended 
an ELCA’s conference on growing 
churches at the request of our Bishop. 

All in all, it was a very active summer for our new lead pastor.
Pastor Rebecca has been working on improving our marketing and 
communications. Our weekly and monthly newsletters are vastly 
improved. She has also focused on the slides used during our services. 
Some of you may have noticed that the accuracy and flow of these are 
much better than they were in the past. It is a great compliment if you 
have not noticed as that means our services are going very smoothly.  
Immanuel’s “Blessing of the Backpacks” in August was very exciting. 
It was great to see so many children at our services and staying to 
participate in the events. Many thanks to Jennifer for all her work on 
this!! As a side note, I was not smart enough to come early and get my 
hug from Jenn. I waited until after she had the pies thrown at her to 
arrive and ended up with second hand cake and frosting on me. I guess 
the children had very good aim. 
Our Preschool has started its new year with only a few openings. All the 
classrooms are full, and the teachers are prepared. It should be another 
successful year introducing children to our savior and Immanuel.
Immanuel’s Souper Sunday outreach program expanded over the 
summer as one of the host churches had to drop this ministry. We now 
host the third Sunday of every month in addition to the fifth Sunday. 
John Heiti leads this effort and his team could use your help with the 
cooking, set up, serving or clean up. 
Maintenance on our building seems to be a never-ending project. Dave 
Vanderslice and his team oversaw the work on our steeple to stop its 
leaking. Ed Williams' roofing company actually did the work so our 
thanks to Ed also. The Property Team also spent the summer repairing or 
replacing our air conditioning system. The hot summers are a challenge 
for our aging units.
The Council will be focusing on one area each month to see how 
we can continue to improve Immanuel. We will be starting with the 
Worship, then Service and Stewardship. If you have any suggestions 
on what we can do better, please give them to one of our Pastors or 
Council Members. 

(...continued from page 1)

(continued on page 3...)
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Don't forget that every first Sunday 
of the month we bring non-

perishable food items and drop 
them off in the Narthex.

or being welcoming to those on our 
campus; each role is a critical piece of 
our ministry together.

So, I say to you as Coach Gergic said 
to us, “win every inning.” Enjoy these 
“victories”, re-connect with people you 
haven’t seen for a while, but know that 
ministry is a nine-inning game and we’re 
just getting started.

Pray that the Holy Spirit continues to 
guide and inspires us.

(...continued from page 2)

New Member 
Class

Monday, Oct. 1
6-8 pm, Room 202

Dinner provided

Sign up in the Narthex or 

contact Pr. Chad

Volunteers are needed to staff the soup kitchen 
every third Sunday. Sign up in the Narthex or 

contact Marcie Balow.  
772-283-0982 or  

mbalow45@gmail.com

Souper Sunday
Immanuel's Weekend to staff the 
Soup Kitchen is the THIRD Sunday 

of the month.

Prayer Chain Ministry
The need for prayer doesn’t take 
a summer break. Our dedicated 

prayer team is eager to pray 
for your need or the need of 

someone you love. Call Deacon 
Cheryl Gundersdorff (221-8939) 

to get those prayers started 
or to become a member of 
Immanuel’s prayer team.

MONTHLY GOOD NEWS DEADLINE
The deadline to submit items for the monthly newsletter is the 15th 

of each month. Items received after the 15th may or may not 
make it into the newsletter. To submit items, send an email to: 

 ilcmedia2655@gmail.com

BRIDGE
The

Ministry
The Bridge Food Pantry is an active outreach ministry providing 
a week's worth of food and diapers for 150 families three Fridays 
a month. The Bridge also provides meat for Immanuel's "Souper 
Sunday" Dinners every week for roughly 100 folks that are 
struggling or homeless. If you want to get involved in the Bridge 
Ministry, show up on the first, second or fourth Friday of the 
month at TC3 in Stuart at 9:00 am.



4

CONGREGATIONAL 
COUNCIL

President 
John McCluskey 

john@floridaoutdoorsrv.com
Vice President 
Gary Winslow 

garwins@msn.com
Secretary 

Gail Armstrong 
googiepox@comcast.net

Treasurer 
Judith Holley 

Judithh1@bellsouth.net
Finance 

Ron Froehlich 
rfroeh1944@gmail.com

Worship 
David Hakala 

27ddgh46@gmail.com
Stewardship 

Tuck Aaker 
tuckaaker@aol.com

Evangelism 
Jerry Schuler 

schulerj1@live.com
Service 

John Heiti 
john_heiti@hotmail.com

Learning 
Kim Hubbard 

kimhubbard4@gmail.com
Property 

Dave Vanderslice 
ndslice@comcast.net

Communications 
Tom Higgins 

higgint@gmail.com
Faith, Fun & Fellowship 

Karen Coombs 
Klcoombs1@yahoo.com

Small Groups 
Doug Behnke 

kaydoug@bellsouth.net

by Cheryl Gundersdorff
Deacon

School is back in session for the youngsters 
and young at heart who want to increase 

their knowledge and keep their brains sharp. 
Sunday School has begun and adult Bible 
studies are underway.

In addition to Bible studies, another way to 
increase knowledge and deepen our relationship with God is through 
daily devotions. You can pick up the Christ in Our Home devotional 
book at the welcome table in the narthex. An email companion 
to that is council member, Gary Winslow’s Devotions Comments  
https://gary6531.wordpress.com. With the start of the Narrative 
Lectionary in September, we will also have available a weekly devotion 
based on the texts in worship.

For those of you who like to install apps on your phone, check out the 
YouVersion Bible App: https://www.youversion.com. They offer a huge 
selection of topical devotionals that last from a few days to a few weeks. 
I recently finished one called The Ministry of Ordinary Places-Waking 
Up To God’s Goodness Around You by Shannan Martin, who takes us 
on a delightful, sometimes humorously written journey of God using 
ordinary people, like us, in ordinary circumstances, like ours, to touch 
the world with his love. It is learning to be with people as Jesus was in 
the ordinary moments of life.

So open your Bibles and devotionals and enjoy the treasure of spending 
time with God!

Totally Devoted

Operating Fund Income & Expenses
Our year-to-date operating income and expenses using the latest report of the 

treasurer. (*This is a repeat from last month as the latest report was not finished by 
the time the newsletter was printed. Check the online version for updated figures.)

Through 6/30/2018 ILC IELC Combined

Income $285,960.74 $178,785.12 $464,745.86

Expenses $317,542.12 $134,824.96 $452,367.08

Difference $-31,581.38 $43,960.16 $12,378.78

Giving made easy.
Try e-payments on our website

Or try SIMPLY GIVING
Forms are also available on our 

website.
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IMMANUEL STAFF
Lead Pastor 

Chad Fair 
pastorchad@ilcpalmcity.org

Pastor 
Rebecca Craig 

pastorrebecca@ilcpalmcity.org

Deacon 
Cheryl Gundersdorff 

cherylgundersdorff@ilcpalmcity.org

Organist & Choir Director 
Jim Peppers, Cantor 

jimpeppers@ilcpalmcity.org

Contemporary Worship Leader 
Brittany Lustig 

brittanyannelustig@gmail.com

Director of Early Learning Center  
Beth Tatem 

bethtatem@ilcpalmcity.org

Children, Youth & Family Director 
Jennifer Cyr 

jennifercyr@ilcpalmcity.org

Office Manager 
Gail Henry 

gailhenry@ilcpalmcity.org

Administrative Assistant 
Sheri Muller 

sherimuller@ilcpalmcity.org

Sextons 
Indra GoPaul 

indramarinagopaul@gmail.com 
Zacary Tatem 

zacary8484@gmail.com

Prayer Requests
To add someone to the prayer list contact:

Sheri at sherimuller@bellsouth.net
To add someone to the prayer chain contact:

Cheryl Gundersdorff at 772.221-8939
cherylgundersdorff@ilcpalmcity.org

From the Choir Loft 
and Organ Bench
by Jim Peppers 
Cantor/Organist/Choir Director

We are such a blessed Congregation of the 
Jesus believers. It is in Christ that we all 
take refuge and solace in the glory that is 
the resurrection of our Lord. In worship 

and gatherings we continue to proclaim our salvation. We do it in 
the Word, Sacrament, and music. We are a people of participation. 
It is our heritage. Things in God's kingdom don't just happen and 
we get to show up and the table is set. We have to set the table. This 
was Christ's command, not suggestion. "Go Ye therefore and make 
fisher's of men." The Choir sets the table to inspire the congregation 
in the form of adoration in the splendor that's in Jesus. This is YOUR 
call to help set the table. Show up at 7pm Tuesday, September 4, to 
help the Chancel Choir in the Madrigal Dinner and 9:30 am Sunday, 
September 2, for the 11:15am service. We need more voices and hands 
to set the table. It can be truly blessed if we ALL take it to heart and 
have it as one part of our discipleship through our participation. The 
Bell Choir needs enthusiastic people to ring in the glory of Christ's 
birth starting Tuesday, September 18, 6pm. The Cornerstones can 
always use voices to lead and inspire the 6 pm service, and we rehearse 
at 5:15pm every Saturday. We are good as we are, but don't you think 
WE could be better in our devotion and thanks to the Lord. If you sing 
or have a desire to ring, can or cannot read music, that doesn't matter. 
It's our true Liturgy (work of the people) for more of us to be there to 
lend a hand in our appreciation to God. Get up and make it happen. 
Don't be asked. Even if it's short term. Even if you can't be at every 
rehearsal. We rehearse enough to have a well polished presentation. 
Just need the horses to help pull the plough to Glory in Christ.

Madrigal
              Dinner

Singers Needed
If you enjoy singing but 
don't want to commit to 

being in the choir, consider 
being part of our Madrigal 
Dinner. All are welcome 

to participate. Contact Jim 
Peppers if interested.

jimpeppers@ilcpalmcity.org

Rehearsals begin Tuesday, 
Sept. 4th at 7pm.

Dinner: Dec. 7th at 6pm
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Jennifer Cyr

Youth & Family

Update

August was back to school time for 
our students and teachers, which 

means it was a busy month getting 
ready for the fall semester! 
Our Young Life Girls' Bible Study 
group had a fun painting day on 
August 6th, with Pastor Rebecca 
teaching us all how to paint butterflies!
We did the Blessing of the Backpacks 
on August 12th and our Back 2 
School bash where Pastor Chad and 
I both got to be on the receiving 
ends of pies being thrown in our 
faces. Pastor Rebecca was wisely on 
vacation that weekend. 
We also had our First Communion 
class and students were given their 
First Communion on August 
19th.  Our Confirmation students 
and their parents also met to find 
out what fun things the year has 
in store for our students. We also 
began weekly chapel with the IELC 
students and Children's Choir on 
Mondays at 12:30pm. 
September won't likely be much 
less busy as we gear up for Rock 
the Universe on Sept. 7th, and a 
fun-filled year of Sunday School, 
Confirmation, High School Youth, 
and Children's Chimes!

Children, Youth & Family   
 

First Communion

Confirmation
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Children, Youth & Family   
 

September Events
• Sept. 2 - No Sunday School 

(Labor Day Weekend)

• Sept. 3 - No children's choir 
(Labor Day)

• Sept. 7 - Rock the Universe, 
4 pm - 1 am

• Sept. 16 - Confirmation 
Class, 11 am - 1:30 pm

• Sept. 17 & 24 - YL Club for 
HS students @ 7:29 pm

• Sept. 18th - Children's 
Chimes @ 5:30 (K-5th) - The 
children's version of bell choir

• Sept. 26 - First Priority @ 
8:15 am

• Sept. 30 - Youth Sunday

Young Life 
Girls' Painting 

Day

Sunday School

Blessing of the Backpacks

Fall
Festival

October 28th

[ Save the Date ]

Also coming up in 
October...

• October 7 @ 11 am: 
Trip to the Oceanographic 
Center for youth, families, 

and anyone else who 
wants to go!

• October 21 - Youth Trip 
to "Rush" (similar to Flying 

Panda) in Jensen Beach
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Faith, Fun & 
Fellowship

Karen Coombs

TEAM
SPOTLIGHT

The Faith, Fun and Fellowship 
Team have been active 

in planning activities for our 
members throughout the year. 
We have enjoyed the Martin 
Luther Movie, had a Reformation 
Book Fair, celebrated the 500th 
Anniversary of the Reformation, 
helped with the Christmas 
Mystery Dinner event, celebrated 
the 30th Anniversary of 
Immanuel, organized the Seder, 
celebrated Pastor Roy’s Farewell 
and Pastor Chad’s Installation.
We are planning a Reformation 
Celebration in October and a 
Madrigal Dinner in December. 
We are considering a trip to 
the Real Life Children’s Ranch, 
sometime this Fall.
If you would like to help with 
these activities or help plan 
additional ones, please give me 
a call. Karen Coombs 772-600-
7272
Thrivent Members have you done 
an “Action Team Activity”? As a 

(continued on page 9...)

Back to School

BASH
 All Youth - Preschool through High School



9

Early Learning Center
 report by Director Beth Tatem

Immanuel Early Learning Center will be starting 
its Fall Fundraiser “Save Around“ coupon books 

soon.  Please help Immanuel to buy new supplies 
and playground equipment for our school by 
participating in this worthy fundraiser.  Remember 
if you sell 5 or more books, your book is FREE. The 

child that sells the most books will receive a $25.00 gift card. 

There is NO SCHOOL on Monday, Sep 3rd for Labor Day holiday.

All the teachers are looking for a FAMILY PHOTO, please bring one in 
for your child ASAP.

Bring your DAD TO SCHOOL DAY will be on Sept 21st.

“See you at the Pole” will be on Sept 26th at 9:30 am.

Please have your child bring in a thermos or water bottle every day, this 
way if your child is thirsty they may go to their cubby to get a drink. 
Please label all your child’s belongings.

First Week of School

Benefit Member you are entitled 
to 2 “Action Team Activities” 
per year. Have you directed your 
“Choice Dollars”? If you need 
help with your Thrivent activities, 
give me a call, I would be happy 
to “talk” you through it, or call 
your Thrivent Rep for additional 
information. Thanks, Karen  
772-600-7272.

(...continued from page 8)

Thank Yous...

Dear Pastors Chad & Rebecca,

Thank you so much for your 
continued support of Young Life 
and for allowing Jenn to be a 
leader. She is such a blessing 
and so are you and Immanuel 
Lutheran. It's amazing to see how 
God is using many local churches 
to be on-mission together 
through YLMC and their church 
ministry. You've helped teens like 
Austin (who has a tough home-
life) and so may more. Praying 
for you both and Immanuel 
Lutheran. We are so thankful for 
your ministry and support.

-KT McWilliams
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Sisters in Spirit Women’s Ministry
Looking for a ladies night out? Join us at Panera Bread in 
Palm City Tuesday, September 18th, at 7PM. Bring your 
Bible as we learn valuable lessons from the women of the 
Bible. For more info call Deacon Cheryl 221-8939

  Sisters

  S pirit

in

Adult Education
Companions in Christ 

Tuesdays @ 6 pm & 
Thursdays @ noon
Deborah Circle 

2nd Monday, 3pm • Choir Rm
Sisters in Spirit 

3rd Tuesday of the month  
7 pm @ Panera

Mom2Mom Bible Study 
Weds @ 11:30 am • Rm 203

Adventure through the Bible 
Weds & Thurs, 6:30 pm  

Conference Room
Reading Scripture from 30,000' 

Thursdays, 6pm • Rm 202
Men's Group: Shaken 

Tuesdays, 6pm • Rm 202 
Starts Sept 18

Fellowship 
& Service 
Ministries

Quilts of Valor 
Weds 6:00 pm • Room 202 

Info: Jackie Koch, 772.834.8058

Altar Guild   
2nd Wednesday @ 10 am 

Choir Room 
Info: Marj Smith, 772.286.8974 
or Alice Windle, 772.220.1590

Stephen Ministry  
Every other Monday at 6:30 pm 

Room 202

Thursday Bridge Group 
1:30 pm • Choir Room

The Bridge Ministry 
Every first, second and fourth 
Friday @ 9 am • TC3 in Stuart

Souper Sundays 
Every Sunday @ 4:30 pm • FDC 
Immanuel's Weeks to help are 

the 3rd and 5th Sundays 
Contact: Marcie Balow  

772-283-0982 or  
mbalow45@gmail.com

Deborah Circle Women’s Ministry
Welcome back ladies. Travel with us on the “Roman Road” with 
the Apostle Paul as we continue our study of his epistle to the 

new Christian churches in the book of Romans. We meet the 2nd 
Monday, Sept. 10th at 3PM in the choir room. Please bring your 

layette items (newborn onsies, receiving blankets, newborn diapers, 
and socks) for the indigent babies of our county. A light supper will 

follow for those desiring to continue the fellowship. Contact Deacon 
Cheryl 221-8939 for more information.

Bible 

      
 Study

Adult 

   Ed

&

through the

  Bible
Adventures

Wednesdays & Thursdays
6:30 pm

in the Conference Room

withStephanie Irwin

Starts Sept. 13th

Childcare
Available
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Altar Guild Meeting
Our summer break is over!  The Altar Guild will meet on 
Wednesday, September 12, 2018, at 10 am in the Choir 
Room. Anyone interested in helping serve communion or 
care for the altar, please come. If you have been thinking 
of joining us, this would be a good time to check us out. 
We welcome ALL volunteers into fellowship with us.

STEPHEN MINISTRY
Sometimes life throws us a curve ball throwing our life out 

of balance. We may worry about how we are going to cope 
with the burden now upon us and what the future holds for 

us. God provides a way at Immanuel to help you through this 
rough time: Stephen Ministry. One of our trained Stephen 

Ministers can walk with you during this burden in total 
confidentiality. To get your own Stephen Minister call Deacon 

Cheryl, 221-8939 or Dr. Dave Hakala 219-0715.

BRIDGE GROUP
Join us 

Thursdays in the 
choir room at 

1:30 pm to play 
bridge. Anyone 

who would 
like to play is 

welcome.

Mom2Mom
Bible Study

Starts Wednesday, 
Sept 5 at 11:30 am

Room 203

Tuesdays @ 6 pm in Pr. Rebecca's Office 
Thursdays @ noon in Room 202 

For those who have been on this discipleship journey, we will 
resume our next 5 week session with "Part 4: Responding to 

Our Call" beginning Sept 6 & 11. 

through the

  Bible

Starts Sept. 13th

Men's Group Study
Tuesdays, 6-8 pm • Room 202
Sept. 18th - Oct. 9th

Shaken: Discovering Your True Identity 
in the Midst of Life's Storms
Who are you when life is steady? Who are you 
when storms come? 

Sign up in the Narthex to join in on this 
new 4-week study just for men!
Contact Doug Crawford for more 
information: 260-0086.

New!
Starts 

Sept. 18th

For more information, call Marj Smith at 772-286-8974 
or Alice Windle at 772-220-1590.

Music Ministries
Contemporary Worship Team 
Thursdays, 5 pm • Sanctuary 

Contact Brittany Lustig 
brittanyannelustig@gmail.com

Bell Choir 
Starts Sept. 18 

Tuesdays, 6 pm • Sanctuary 
Contact Jim Peppers 

pdcjimmy@hotmail.com

Chancel Choir 
Starts Sept. 2 

Tuesdays, 7 pm • Choir Rm 
Sundays, 9:30 am, Choir Rm 

Contact Jim Peppers 
pdcjimmy@hotmail.com

Children's Choir 
Mondays @ noon • FDC 

contact: Jennifer Cyr 
jennifercyr@ilcpalmcity.org

Children's Chimes 
Starts Sept. 18 

Tuesdays @ 5:30 • Sanctuary 
contact: Jennifer Cyr 

jennifercyr@ilcpalmcity.org



2655 SW Immanuel Drive
Palm City, FL 34990

772.287.8188
immanuelpalmcity.org

Nonprofit 
Organization 
US Postage 

PAID
Stuart, FL

Permit No. 144& EARLY LEARNING CENTER

Regular Worship 
Schedule
Saturdays: 
6:00 pm 

Relaxed Traditional

Sundays:
9:30 Contemporary

11:15 Traditional

OR CURRENT RESIDENT

Join us for one of our many Bible 
Study opportunities that are starting 

up this fall!

Starts Sept. 13th

Mom2Mom
Bible Study

Starts Wednesday, Sept 5 at 11:30 am
Room 203

New!

Men's Study 

Group

Sept 18-Oct 9

Tuesdays, 6-8pm
Childcare

Available

Check out pages 10 & 11 for more 
information on our Bible Studies and 

ministry opportunities


