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convicted, that’s not Gospel! You don’t 
REALLY know Jesus, then!
Oh, I beg to differ. You see, Jesus is God’s 
Word—and God’s Word is two-fold: it is 
both a word of judgment AND a word 
of salvation. 
One is clearly more pleasant than the 
other, but Jesus both convicts me and 
saves me all at the same time. Jesus IS 
both  Law and Gospel. 
I’ve come to realize, I cannot truly 
experience the Gospel unless I am first 
convicted, challenged, and yes, perhaps 
even stirred to anger and indignation 
at being confronted with my sin, guilt, 
complicity, biases, etc.
The Gospel is not just a panacea that 
glosses over all the things that I’ve done or 
thought over my lifetime. The Gospel is 
about actual liberation from all the things 
that hold us captive. From the things 
that not only harm us, but cause us to 
harm others. The Gospel is supposed to 
transform our lives and actually change 
us—not send us on to live life as usual. 
The  Law is necessary to reveal our 
brokenness, so that the Gospel can then 
begin to heal and transform that same 
brokenness. The Gospel makes me not 
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Do You Know Jesus?
by Pastor Rebecca Craig

Do you know Jesus?
Have you ever been asked this 
question before? I know I have. 

Admittedly, when I was younger this 
question tended to annoy me as it was 
always asked in a somewhat judgmental 
way. As though my understanding and 
love of Jesus was somehow inferior to 
someone else’s.
Over the past almost twenty years I have 
come to the realization that while I loved 
Jesus, I did not, in fact, REALLY know 
Jesus. While I now know Jesus better 
than I once did, I realize that I'm still 
learning about Jesus and do not know 
Him as well as I need to.
Why? Because the more I get to know 
Jesus, the more convicted and more 
challenged I find myself. The more I 
realize that I still have so much to change 
in my life to truly be His disciple.
I mean, Jesus demands things like: give 
up everything and follow him, love 
your enemies, blessed are the poor and 
hungry, pay the same wage to someone 
who only worked one hour as you pay 
someone who worked all day…
What kind of nonsense IS this, anyway?! 
Jesus, this stuff is convicting!
But Pastor Rebecca, if you’re feeling 

(continued on page 2...)
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Pastor Rebecca's
Monthly

Message

Moving Forward
by John McCluskey
Council President

despair when confronted with my sin. 
The  Law is necessary to show us how 
the things we think, believe, and act on 
can be harmful. The Gospel is there to 
mend that harm by not just forgiving 
us, but changing us, changing our 
attitudes, thoughts, and ways in which 
we interact with one another. 
Unfortunately I think many Christians 
believe the Gospel is just a pat on the 
back that says “all is fine, keep doing 
what you’re doing.” A Gospel that 
does not “do” anything but assuage 
our guilt as we go on our merry way. 
As Paul would say, the Gospel is not 
so that we can go and keep sinning. 
"By no means!"
If there is no change—then has 
anything actually been mended? Has 
any brokenness actually been healed? 
This is why the Gospel can never 
be preached absent the  Law. As 
Lutherans, we are “Law & Gospel” 
people. We recognize we need the  Law 
to effect the necessary changes in both 
our lives and our communities. The 
Gospel is beautiful and wondrous  
and there to proclaim to us how 
forgiving and loving our God is when 
we mess it up—but this is not a free 
pass to keep doing what we’re doing 
without change or accountability. 
Both  Law and Gospel are necessary 
for transformation. Both are good. 
We know why the Gospel is good. 

Hello everyone! One year ago, we saw 
the world come to a screeching halt 

and are now working our way to the new 
“normal.” Immanuel reopened the 6:00 and 
9:30 services in the fall and recently restarted 
the 11:15 worship service. Our Council is 
now looking at how we can slowly and safely 

start reintroducing some of Immanuel’s social activities and return our 
services to normal. I don’t know about you but I miss being able to 
linger and chat with other members after the service. Getting back to 
the new normal will not happen overnight but it will become easier as 
many of us receive our Covid vaccinations. I look forward to the day 
when it is safe for all of us to return to worship in our sanctuary.
Everyone should have received a letter from me discussing the upcoming 
Voter’s meeting on March 7th at 10:30. Our congregation needs to 
discuss whether or not to utilize the EIDL (Economic Injury Disaster 
Funds) moneys being made available from our Government. We applied 
for and received a $149,900 loan and now need your direction to utilize 
it for a while or send it back. Getting your direction after obtaining the 
loan is backwards but the House and Senate moved the deadline for 
applying to the end of last year when they introduced PPP2. My letter 
describes this in more detail and I will expand on this at the upcoming 
Voter’s Meeting but please contact one of our leaders if you have any 
questions before the meeting. You will be able to participate in person 
or online, which ever way you feel most comfortable.
Doug Crawford and his team are moving right along with developing 
our next fundraising campaign. The team is working with CCS (the 
Consulting Company) to conduct a feasibility study which will help us 
determine your level of interest and support before we move forward. 
We will be asking or have asked several of our members to participate 
in this study. Thank you if you have already or are scheduled to be 
interviewed by them. Your input will help us plan for Immanuel’s future. 
We will keep you posted as we will begin moving forward quickly if you 
are supportive. 
Dave Vanderslice and his team are also moving forward with developing 
better estimates for the repairs and upgrades to the FDC roof, the Early 
Learning Center playground and the parking lot. We have formed three 
sub-teams to look into each of these initiatives. The estimates have 
not been finalized as I write this letter but, like many improvement 
projects I have undertaken, early estimates are coming in higher than we 
anticipated. The teams will continue to work on each project so we can 
better match your support with these projects.
Please stay safe and rejoin us in person when you are comfortable.

(...continued from page 1)

(continued on page 3...)
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The  Law is good because it is the 
only way that the truth of our sin 
can be revealed for us to struggle and 
contend with. And Jesus is definitely 
about truth.
Jesus was not crucified because he 
told people everything was all right 
and he loved them despite everything 
they did that was harmful. Jesus was 
crucified because he was dangerous 
to power structures. Jesus was 
crucified because he demanded a 
kind of social leveling no society has 
ever been willing to embrace. Jesus 
was crucified because he demanded 
change and transformation.
It is so easy to gloss over all that stuff 
and just skip to “Jesus loves and 
forgives you, nobody's perfect” and 
never wrestle with the places where 
we, as Jesus’ followers, fail to be 
bearers of the Kingdom.
Jesus does indeed love me and 
forgive me. He also loves me enough 
to demand that to truly follow him, 
I need to change. Because without a 
reckoning, without a confrontation 
with my sin, without a recognition 
that many of my long-held beliefs, 
thoughts, actions, politics, lifestyle, 
and all the ways in which I have 
been complicit in the sins of a 
society may not align with the kind 
of world-altering discipleship Jesus is 
calling us to, then how am I actually 
liberated? How has the Gospel 
transformed me in any way? How is 
the world being mended?
Getting to know Jesus is not easy 
work. It will cause strife and rifts even 
among your fellow Christians. But 
then, Jesus was usually not at odds 
with the pagans or atheists, but his 
fellow religious leaders from his own 
tradition. Not even his disciples were 
always on the same page as Jesus, and 
did not fully know or understand 
who and what Jesus was about.
So do I know Jesus? I suspect I will 
spend the rest of my life getting to 
know Jesus until I meet him face to 
face—being convicted, saved, and 
transformed on a daily basis.

Moving Forward
by John McCluskey
Council President

(...continued from page 2)

by Cheryl Gundersdorff
Deacon

Do you ever have one of those days, perhaps 
even weeks or months, where you are 

bombarded with challenge after challenge? 
Sometimes it seems that the challenges will never 
end. It gets tiring and sometimes depressing. You 
wonder how you are going to cope with all the 
turmoil. Admittingly, we have all been there at 

some point in our lives.
We have even observed other people dealing with challenges. What exactly 
did we observe? Did we see their smile, but hear the angst in their voice? 
Did we see their smile and see a gleam in their eye? Did we hear them say 
they are okay, but see the worry in their face? Did we hear them say they 
are okay and see an aura of peace radiating from them?
We do have a choice how we approach life’s challenges. We can fake it or 
faith it. We can smile and pretend all is well yet be in inner turmoil. Or we 
can, while realistically facing our challenges, stand on the firm foundation 
of faith that comes from Jesus, our Rock and our Redeemer. That does not 
mean our challenge will miraculously disappear. Even Jesus told us that 
in this world we will have trouble. However, he also promised us that he 
would never leave nor forsake us and give us his peace. It is during those 
troubling times that we have the opportunity to let faith prevail.
Jesus certainly can relate to how we feel during times of anxiety. In 
his humanity he was in agony in the Garden of Gethsemane. He was 
distressed, troubled, and overwhelmed with sorrow. Yet even as he saw 
ahead the torturous road to Calvary, he clung to faith in the Father’s plan.
Faking our way through our challenges will not bring us peace in the midst 
of our turmoil. Faithing will. I have personally experienced this peace that 
passes all understanding in the midst of turmoil. Faithing works. So even 
if you feel your faith is faltering, cling to it anyway and the Lord will be 
there for you.

Fake it or Faith it

MONTHLY GOOD NEWS DEADLINE
The deadline to submit items for the monthly newsletter is the 15th of 

each month. Items received after the 15th may or may not make it into the 
newsletter. To submit items, send an email to: ilcmedia2655@gmail.com

We are happy to announce that the first family we helped via 
Family Promise has now graduated out and will be living in 

an efficiency apartment. Thank you to all who helped get this 
family back on their feet and out of homelessness!
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Operating Fund Income & Expenses
Our year-to-date operating income and expenses using the latest report 

of the treasurer.

Through 01/31/2021 ILC & IELC

Income $58,992.14

Expenses $74,234.96

Difference ($15,242.82)

From the Choir Loft 
and Organ Bench
by Jim Peppers 
Cantor/Organist/Choir Director

During the period of Lent the awakening 
of the spirit of humankind comes 

about through inspiration from the Head of 
the Church, Jesus. It is a time of self-examination and preparation, and 
taking an inventory of one's inner life. At this time one sees oneself in 
the mirror of the Gospel. We find the ways and means to correct and 
improve. Lent is the time we delve into the light of the Holy Spirit in 
order to rid ourselves of the obstacles that hold us back. It's a period 
when we strengthen ourself with more prayer and devotional life. We 
have had that time for reflection because of our times. We use it to 
come closer to the Almighty and fill our hearts with the light that 
Jesus shines on us everyday regardless of our life situation. Let us all 
pray that our futures are bright and filled with the awareness of the 
promises of the Gospel and that by Christ's example, we love as he 
first loved us.

Mobile
Text: IPCGIVE

to 77977
Online

immanuelpalmcity.org
Envelopes

We now have more ways for you to give!

Jan. 2021 Jan. 2020 YTD 2021 YTD 2020

Given $34,963.33 $38,948.51 $34,963.33 $38,948.51

Needed $50,300.00 $44,692.00 $50,300.00 $44,692.00

Difference ($15,336.67) ($5,743.49) ($15,336.67) ($5,743.49)

CONGREGATIONAL 
COUNCIL

President 
John McCluskey 

john@floridaoutdoorsrv.com
Vice President 

Pete Morello 
shipperpete@gmail.com

Secretary 
Sandra Foley 

fschoolmarm@aol.com
Treasurer 

Kim Shrum 
kim.shrum2011@gmail.com

Finance 
Ron Froehlich 

rfroeh1944@gmail.com
Worship 

Dave Hakala 
27ddgh46@gmail.com

Stewardship 
Doug Crawford 
dougc@mfps.us

Communication & Evangelism 
Shelli Grimmelsman 

sgrimmelsman@gmail.com 
Service 

Marcie Balow 
mbalow45@gmail.com

Learning 
Andy Jankens 

ajankens@yahoo.com
Property 

Dave Vanderslice 
ndslice@comcast.net

Faith, Fun & Fellowship/Small Groups 
Amber Castro 

ambercastro@yahoo.com 
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IMMANUEL STAFF
Lead Pastor 

Chad Fair 
pastorchad@ilcpalmcity.org

Pastor 
Rebecca Craig 

pastorrebecca@ilcpalmcity.org

Deacon 
Cheryl Gundersdorff 

cherylgundersdorff@ilcpalmcity.org

Organist & Choir Director 
Jim Peppers, Cantor 

jimpeppers@ilcpalmcity.org

Contemporary Worship Leader 
Brittany Lustig 

brittanyannelustig@gmail.com

Director of Early Learning Center  
Beth Tatem 

bethtatem@ilcpalmcity.org

Children, Youth & Family Director 
Jessica Morejon 

jessicamorejon@ilcpalmcity.org

Office Manager 
Mary Alicea 

maryalicea@ilcpalmcity.org

Administrative Assistant 
Sheri Muller 

sherimuller@ilcpalmcity.org

Sextons 
Zacary Tatem 

zacary84848@gmail.com

Prayer Requests
To add someone to the prayer list contact:

Sheri at sherimuller@ilcpalmcity.org
To add someone to the prayer chain contact:

Cheryl Gunderdorff: 772-221-8939
cherylgundersdorff@ilcpalmcity.org

The Real Life Children's Ranch was blown away 
by the generosity of Immanuel at Christmas-
time, raising over $5,000 for gifts for the 
children. Now it's time for the annual Easter 
baskets and we are once again asking that you donate via check 
or Wal-Mart gift cards by Palm Sunday (Mar. 28). If you have 
questions, please contact Dave & Kaija Hakala, 772-240-9011.
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Children, Youth & Family   
 

Jessica Morejon

(continued on page 7...)

Transformation, modification, 
alteration, essentially all mean 

the same thing: CHANGE! In 
an ever-evolving society mostly 
everyone experiences some level 
of change. Whether welcomed or 
not it is surely bound to happen. 
There are many great debates that 
arise during times of change – 
some positive outlooks some not as 
much. For all intended purposes, 
let us focus on the positive ones 
at the moment. Without change, 
new life would not be part of our 
days. Reliving the same events, day 
in and day out would be rather 
mundane and ordinary. Learning 
from the same experience and 
not able to grow in knowledge 
or interest would also be rather 
routine. As we all know, God 
certainly creates extraordinary 
humans for His less than ordinary 
world. He wants nothing more than 
to have those humans share their 
victories, defeats, abilities, stories, 
etc. so that they are able to unify 
in His name. Although He surely 
created each one quite different, 
He provides moments for us to 
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Children, Youth & Family   
 

(...continued from page 6)

find common ground in His love 
for each of us.  Have you recently 
gone through a season of change? If 
not, would you willingly choose to 
do so? What are the modifications, 
alterations, transformations that 
you would agree to pursue? Would 
you be open to such a season with 
a youth member at your side? Not 
to “mold” but maybe to listen to. 
To provide a space of comfort and 
security for said youth to share 
some of their daily life modifying, 
altering, transforming moments. 
In essence, providing in return 
what He does for us. Full circle 
- safe, loving, caring and non-
judgmental environment. Lent is 
not always about “giving up” but 
rather just “giving”. Hoping March 
is an extraordinary & magnificent 
month for all!

“It is the smallest of all seeds, but it 
becomes the largest of garden plants 
and grows into a tree where birds 
can come and find shelter in its 
branches.” 

– Matthew 13:32
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Sandy Foley 
Council Secretary

Council
SPOTLIGHT

I've been a member at Immanuel 
for about 23 years and am 

proud to now be joining church 
council as secretary.  In the past, 
I also volunteered to work in the 
kitchen for Vacation Bible School 
and went on a mission trip to 
Guatemala.  As a member of the 
Madrigal choir, it was hard to see 
that musical tradition put on hold 
in 2020 but I am able to participate 
in the bell choir as we added 
uplifting music to the Saturday 
evening services.  I'm also looking 
forward to getting more involved 
in the Souper Sunday Suppers, 
another wonderful ministry here 
at Immanuel.
As for my private life, I retired as 
a teacher in the St. Lucie County 
school system two years ago 
after 24 years in the classroom.  
Before that I also taught in Kuala 
Lumpur, Malaysia, Repulse Bay, 
Hong Kong, and Mount Vernon, 
New York.  It's hard to keep 
active during a pandemic but I 
attend zumba exercise class four 
days a week, meet with friends 
for lunch (socially distanced, 
of course), and try my hand at 

T o be regular in your giving means to establish a 
pattern in your giving and to follow that pattern.  Paul 
puts it this way: “On the first day of every week, each of 

you is to put aside and save whatever extra you earn, so that 
collections need not be taken when I come” (1 Corinthians 
16:2).  Paul’s prescribed regular pattern for giving is to give 
each week.  

 As we think about regular giving, we need to 
recognize that people received income in biblical times 
very differently than most of us receive income today.  Our 
system of compensation is different.  Some people are paid 
once a week, others twice a month, others only once each 
month.

 In our day, to be regular in giving means whenever 
you receive income, and however you receive income, you 
give according to your predetermined plan.  Obviously, 
there is a strong connection between intentional giving and 
regular giving.  To be intentional means you develop a plan 
for your giving.  To be regular means you follow your plan 
according to your own specific way of receiving income.  

-“Reflections on Faith and Finance” by Charles Lane

(continued on page 9...)

HOLY WEEK SERVICES
April 1 - Maundy Thursday: 7 pm

April 2 - Good Friday: 7 pm
April 3 - Holy Saturday: 7 pm

April 4 
EASTER SERVICES

Sunrise Service: 7:08 am on the porch
Contemporary: 9:30 am
Traditional: 11:15 am

All services will be both in-person and via livestream.
Masks & social distancing still required at all in-person 

worship.
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Immanuel Early Learning Center will not 
be having a Spring program this year due to 

Covid-19. We decided to have a fun GREEN 
DAY with the children, so on March 12th the 
children will dress in GREEN and everything 
that day will have something to do with GREEN. 

We will still be closing at 12:30 on March 12th.
 Reminders:

• If you intend to sign your child up for summer camp, please do so 
as soon as possible, as there are only a limited number of spots left.

• School will be closed for Spring break starting on March 15th thru 
March 19th. School will resume on March 22nd.

• Our Trike a Thon will be on March 24th and 25th. More 
information will be given out soon.

• Spring Pictures and Graduation Pictures will be on March 8th and 9th.

Early Learning Center
 by Director Beth Tatem

Watch our Livestream 
Services Every Weekend!

Livestreaming Worship Times:
Sat. 6 pm - Casual Traditional Worship 
Sun. 9:30 am - Contemporary Worship

Sun. 11:15 am - Traditional Worship

Visit our website at immanuelpalmcity.org or download our 
app to watch

Masks & social distancing required at all in-person gatherings.
All Services are now both in-person and online via our livestream.

Communion will be served on the patio following each 
Sunday service on the patio. 

10:30-10:45 am  
Noon-12:30 pm. 

Thank You to Alice Windle 
and Will Worlinsky for all 

that you do!

- Mary Alicea 
Office Manager

Thrivent Choice Dollars
Thank you to the following 
for donating your Thrivent 

Choice Dollars to Immanuel.

Joanne Baxter 
Diane Gustafson 
John Gustafson 

Laraine Montgomery

cooking up new recipes.  Once 
air travel becomes safe again, I 
will visit family in Michigan, 
Grand Cayman, and England.
I'm looking forward to a healthy 
and active 2021.

(...continued from page 8)

CONGREGATIONAL 
MEETING

Sunday, March 7
10:30 am

in-person or via zoom
Meeting ID: 845 0178 8166

Passcode: 134680
We will be having a 

congregational meeting to discuss 
taking out a low-interest loan 

to cover the cost of our roof 
repairs until the money from the 
fundraising campaign comes in. 
Please look for a letter from the 
council President in a few days 

outlining the details.
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Adult Education
Deborah Circle 

2nd Monday of the month 
3 PM • Choir Room 

*on hiatus until September*
Sisters in Spirit 

3rd Tuesday of the month  
7 pm @ Church • Choir Room 
*on hiatus until September*

Immanuel 328 
2nd & 4th Sundays of the month 

via zoom
*Book of Forgiving Lenten Study 

will be during this time every 
week through Lent*

Fellowship 
& Service 
Ministries

Griefshare
Tuesdays 3:30 pm • Room 201

Quilts of Valor 
Weds 6:00 pm • Room 202 

Info: Jackie Koch, 772.834.8058

Altar Guild   
2nd Wednesday of the month 

10 am • Room 202 
Info: Marj Smith, 772.286.8974 
or Alice Windle, 772.220.1590 

*Suspended until further notice*

Stephen Ministry  
2nd Monday 

6:30 pm in Room 202

Thursday Bridge Group 
Thursdays at 1 pm • Choir Room 
*Suspended until further notice*

Souper Sundays 
Every Sunday @ 4:30 pm • FDC 
Immanuel's Weeks to help are 

the 3rd and 5th Sundays 
Contact: Marcie Balow  

772.283.0982 or 
mbalow45@gmail.com

*Carry-Out only until further 
notice*

STEPHEN MINISTRY
Are you familiar with Stephen Ministry? It is trained lay people 

providing confidential, one-to-one Christian care to individuals in 
our congregation and community who are experiencing challenges 
in their lives. They are here for you so you don’t have to shoulder 
your burdens alone. Stephen Ministry is God’s gift to you. Contact 
Deacon Cheryl 221-8939 or Dr. Dave Hakala 219-0715 to request 

your Stephen Minister.

&

Prayer Chain Ministry
So many people are in need of prayer. Our 
Immanuel prayer chain is always available to 
pray for you or those you know in need of 

prayer. Contact Deacon Cheryl Gundersdorff 
221-8939 to request prayer or to become a 

member of our prayer team.

FOOD & TOILETRY BAG DONATIONS FOR 
SOUPER SUNDAYS

We are continuing to distribute food & 
toiletry bags at Souper Sunday again. 
So, we will be accepting donations of 
the following (NEW, not used) items:
Food Bags: Tuna salad (boxes or foil 
bags); Chicken salad (boxes or foil 
bags); Vienna Sausages (small: pull top); 
Jif to Go; Filled snack crackers (peanut 
butter or cheese filled; Energy Bars/

Breakfast bars; Fruit cups; Keebler/Ritz Crackers (Snack packs)

Toiletry Bags: (travel sized preferred) Soap (bar or liquid; 
Shampoo/Conditioner; Toothpaste/brushes; Hand lotion; Small 
combs; Wet wipes

Contact Karen Coombs at  
772-600-7272
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Music Ministries
Contemporary Worship Team 

Wednesdays @ 5 pm • Sanctuary 
Contact Brittany Lustig 

brittanyannelustig@gmail.com

Bell Choir 
Saturdays at 4:30 pm • Sanctuary

Chancel Choir 
Sundays at 10 am • Choir Room  
*Suspended until further notice* 

Cornerstone Singers 
Saturdays @ 5:15 pm • Sanctuary 

pdcjimmy@hotmail.com 
*Suspended until further notice*

Children's Choir 
Mondays at 12:30 pm • FDC 

*Suspended until further notice*

Children's Chimes 
Sundays at 10:30 am • FDC 

*Suspended until further notice*

The Salvation Army still 
desperately needs your 

donations! Immanuel is a 
drop-off location for non-

perishable foods weekdays 
from 9 am - 5 pm

Souper Sundays
Immanuel serves every third 

and fifth Sunday. To volunteer, 
contact Marcie Balow

at 283-0982 or  
mbalow45@gmail.com

How do we individually or collectively forgive those who have harmed 
us? What does trying to move forward look like when there is so 

much pain, bitterness and anger?
Nobel laureate Archbishop Desmond Tutu has witnessed some of 

the worst crimes people can inflict on others. In this book he and his 
daughter, Mpho Tutu, lay out the simple but profound truths about the 
significance of forgiveness and how it works. Tutu says we can free 
ourselves of the endless and unyielding cycle of pain and retribution 

in our lives and world.
Join us during Lent every Sunday evening at 7 pm via zoom as we explore 

the four-fold path for healing ourselves, our country, and our world.
Available on Amazon in Kindle or paperback.

Sundays @ 7 pm via Zoom
Zoom ID: 864 8101 3401

Passcode: 929057

"Forgiveness is nothing less 
than the way we heal the 
world. We heal the world by 
healing each and every one 
of our hearts. The process is 
simple, but it is not easy."

- The Book of Forgiving
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Regular Worship 
Schedule
Saturdays: 
6:00 pm 

Relaxed Traditional

Sundays:
9:30 am Contemporary

11:15 am Traditional OR CURRENT RESIDENT

Order an Easter Lily in memory or honor of a loved one to be 
displayed in the sanctuary on Easter morning. 

Deadline: March 28th, 2021.

Your Name: _______________________________________________________________________________

In Honor of: ______________________________________________________________________________

In Memory of: _____________________________________________________________________________

$10/ea: _______ Qty.     Envelope #: ________

    Pick up Options:
 
     __ Pick up after 11:15 service
     __ Pick up Monday, April 5th
     __ Donate
  


