
2 SAMUEL 
 

Parents, you are awesome! As much as we love our jobs and being with your kids, please know that you have 

even more influence on your child’s faith formation than anyone! You can do this. This time that you spend 

learning together and talking about your faith is wonderful. You don’t have to have all the answers to 

everything (who does?). The biggest thing is that your kids see that faith is important to you, and that learning 

about God’s story as a family and how those stories changes our lives today will have a huge impact. Thank 

you for your work and dedication to your faith and to your kids’ faith!  

 

Below are some ideas for learning about the story and activities for thinking about how the story applies to 

our lives. 

 

Read scripture with child(ren) 

2 Samuel 7: 1-17 

 

What Happened in the Story? 

• What do you think about the story for today? What jumped out at you either because it was nice or 

strange or confusing? (Let kids think about it on their own and spark conversations based on their 

thoughts first) 

• How would you feel if you were David going from being the youngest of 8 brothers and being a 

shepherd to being king?  

• How would you feel if you were King David hearing God's words to you about one of your descendants 

ruling forever? 

• What does it say about God that God wasn't as interested in King David making a fancy house for God, 

but rather turning it back on David and promising him an heir who would rule forever? 

o God already knew God's plans for the future and sending Jesus 

o God isn't as interested in fancy houses as people are 

o God thought highly of David 

• How do you feel about being a part of God's house in the world today? How does this shape the way 

you see yourself and how you treat yourself? How do you feel about other people being a part of 



God's house in the world today? Is it hard to imagine people you don't like being a part of God's 

house? (But are any of us perfect? We are all beloved children of God who struggle to make good 

choices sometimes) 

• Knowing that others are also part of God's house:  

o How should we treat them? 

o Do external differences change anything? Color of skin, rich or poor, accents, language, 

physical appearance, popularity, etc.  
 

 

Coloring page 

Take time to color in the coloring page. You can choose to save them each week, three-hole punch them, then 

put them into a three-pronged folder at the end of the year to create their own story Bible.  

 

            
Craft: God’s New Temple 

What you'll need: 

Plain white paper 

Temple template, one per child (provided below) 

Jesus template, one per child (provided below) 

Glue 

Strips of paper, around 1 inch wide 

Crayons/markers 

Scissors 

 

"The Temple in Jerusalem used to be God's house.  But once Jesus came and then gave us all God's Holy Spirit, 

God's house is now within each of us! In Matthew's gospel, it says that when Jesus died the curtain in the 



Temple that separated the special room where God lived on earth with the rest of the Temple was torn in two. 

Then in the book of Acts, it says that this happened as God moved out of the Temple and into the 

world. Today for our craft we are going to make a picture of Jesus busting out of the Temple to remind us that 

through Jesus, God now lives in all of us." 

 

Have kids color their Temple and their Jesus, then cut them both out. They can then cut their Temple in half, 

too. They'll next glue the outer edge of each Temple tower in order to glue them onto the plain white paper so 

that they are connected. At this point, they can fold each side back like a big door (see the picture).  

  

Next, they'll take a strip of paper and fold it like an accordion, gluing one side to the middle of the space 

between the open doors and the other side to the back of their Jesus. In the end, they'll be able to shut the 

Temple doors, then release them to have Jesus pop out. 

  

 
Story Meditation 

Taking time to meditate with scriptures is a great way to teach kids how to connect more deeply with God and 

the Bible. Plus, today more than ever, it's so good to teach kids how to meditate and calm themselves down 

and practice breathing techniques every week. I would encourage you to incorporate Story Meditation each 

week. You can either show the video to the kids and have them do this meditation with me, or you can watch 

it ahead of time, learn it, and be the leader in person yourself. The prayer in it will change each week to fit 

each story lesson. 

  
Find the story meditation here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DXeSZXlXieY&feature=youtu.be 

 

Service Project: Leadership Appreciation 

What you'll need: 

Template 

Markers/Crayons 

 

"It can be really hard to be a leader, like King David was. It can be hard to figure out what the right decisions 

are for different problems and it can be hard to make everyone happy. Plus, they don't always feel very 

appreciated for the work they do. For our service project today, we are going make pictures as a thank you to 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DXeSZXlXieY&feature=youtu.be


a leader in your life. First, let's think about some of the leaders you could choose from: teachers, parents, 

children's ministry directors, pastors, bosses, mayors, troop leaders, or anyone else in charge of 

something. Can you think of any other leaders that you know?" (pause for any other ideas) 

 

Have them each decide which leader they want to make their thank you picture for. They can color in the 

'thank you' and then make a cheerful picture. Also, encourage them to write a note about why they appreciate 

them as a leader. You can either collect them and send them to the right person or make sure parents give 

them to the right person.   
 

 
Faith Story Prompts 

At some point, you can tell them a faith story of yours related to this story of creation. Hearing about your 

faith each week is a way for you to witness to the gospel, giving them examples of what faith looks like as it is 

enacted in and affected by life. Here are some ideas: 

 

• What has been your experience of being God's Temple? Does it seem strange? Is it reassuring? Does it 

give you a sense of confidence/self-worth? 

• How does knowing that other people are also God's Temple influence the way you see them and treat 

them? 

• Is it always easy to believe God's promises? Why or why not? How does seeing God's promises in the 

Old Testament fulfilled help you (or not) remember that God is faithful?   
 

 

Discipleship Take Away 

"One of the things we learn about our lives as disciples from this story is that we are all a part of God's house 

because the Spirit of Christ lives inside each of us. (Point at kids as you say:) God lives in you and you and 

you... It's pretty amazing when you think about it, right? Whenever I think about God living inside of me it 

makes me feel kind of special. But am I more special that other people? (pause for responses) No, because 

God also lives in the people around me, too. God even lives in people I don't always like or get along with very 

well. As a disciple, then, I honor myself as a part of God's Temple, but I also need to honor other people as a 

part of God's Temple, too.  

 



In a country called India they say a word, 'namaste' as a way to say hello to each other. It's a word that means, 

'I greet the god within you.' When they say namaste they often will also put the palms of their hands together 

and give each other a little head bow. (Show them as you say it) As Christians, we believe that God is in each 

person through Christ's Spirit. So in a similar way we could do the same action and say to each other, 'I greet 

Christ who is within you.' We could do this as a class to start us off each week as it would be a great way to 

remind us all that Christ lives within us and within each other. Should we try it?" 

 

Have everyone put their palms together and do a little head bow to each other in a way of honoring them as 

God's Temple as they say to one another, 'I greet Christ who is within you.'  

 

 
Closing Prayer 

"Let's close our eyes and close our hands and pray, 

Dear God, 

you made a really big promise to King David which we see was fulfilled through Solomon and Jesus. Plant 

stories like these in our hearts so that we always remember that you can always be trusted, especially when 

our lives get hard. We thank you for letting us be your house today and help us remember that you are always 

with us. Amen." 
 

 

Blessing 

Make the sign of the cross in the air in front of each of them as you look them in the eye and say, 

"You are a part of God's beautiful house." 

 

Throughout the Week 

In your prayers this week, consider praying for different kinds of leaders – in your community and throughout the world. 

You could pray that they would lead with wisdom and compassion, looking out for the most vulnerable.  

 

You could also have a conversation with them about what a good leader looks like. We often think it means we get to 

the be the boss over everyone and tell everyone what to do. However, a good leader, according to the Bible, is  

one who serves others more than themselves, taking special care for those who struggle the most in society. 
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