
DECEMBER READINGS 
 
Dec 4/5 
 
Ezekiel 37:1-14 
 
L: A reading from Ezekiel, the thirty-seventh chapter 
 
The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the 
Lord and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. 2He led me all 
around them; there were very many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. 
3He said to me, “Mortal, can these bones live?” I answered, “O Lord God, you 
know.” 4Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: O dry 
bones, hear the word of the Lord. 5Thus says the Lord God to these bones: I will 
cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. 6I will lay sinews on you, and will 
cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and 
you shall live; and you shall know that I am the Lord.” 7So I prophesied as I had 
been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, a rattling, and 
the bones came together, bone to its bone. 8I looked, and there were sinews on 
them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them; but there was no 
breath in them. 9Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and 
say to the breath: Thus says the Lord God: Come from the four winds, O breath, 
and breathe upon these slain, that they may live.” 10I prophesied as he commanded 
me, and the breath came into them, and they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast 
multitude. 11Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. 
They say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.’ 
12Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord God: I am going to 
open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people; and I will 
bring you back to the land of Israel. 13And you shall know that I am the Lord, when 
I open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people. 14I will put 
my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you on your own soil; then 
you shall know that I, the Lord, have spoken and will act,” says the Lord. 
  



Dec. 11/12 

Isaiah 55:1-13 

L: A reading from Isaiah, the fifty-fifth chapter 
 

Ho, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and you that have no money, come, 
buy and eat! Come, buy wine and milk without money and without price. 2Why do 
you spend your money for that which is not bread, and your labor for that which 
does not satisfy? Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good, and delight 
yourselves in rich food. 3Incline your ear, and come to me; listen, so that you may 
live. I will make with you an everlasting covenant, my steadfast, sure love for 
David. 4See, I made him a witness to the peoples, a leader and commander for the 
peoples. 5See, you shall call nations that you do not know, and nations that do not 
know you shall run to you, because of the Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel, 
for he has glorified you. 
6Seek the Lord while he may be found, call upon him while he is near; 7let the 
wicked forsake their way, and the unrighteous their thoughts; let them return to the 
Lord, that he may have mercy on them, and to our God, for he will abundantly 
pardon. 8For my thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways my ways, says 
the Lord. 9For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than 
your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts. 10For as the rain and the snow 
come down from heaven, and do not return there until they have watered the earth, 
making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 
11so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; it shall not return to me 
empty, but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, and succeed in the thing for 
which I sent it. 12For you shall go out in joy, and be led back in peace; the 
mountains and the hills before you shall burst into song, and all the trees of the 
field shall clap their hands. 13Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; instead 
of the brier shall come up the myrtle; and it shall be to the Lord for a memorial, for 
an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off. 
  



Dec. 18/19 

John 1:1-18 

L: The Gospel according to John, the first chapter 
 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God. 2He was in the beginning with God. 3All things came into being through him, 
and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being 4in him 
was life, and the life was the light of all people. 
5The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 6There was 
a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness to testify to 
the light, so that all might believe through him. 8He himself was not the light, but 
he came to testify to the light. 9The true light, which enlightens everyone, was 
coming into the world. 10He was in the world, and the world came into being 
through him; yet the world did not know him. 11He came to what was his own, and 
his own people did not accept him. 12But to all who received him, who believed in 
his name, he gave power to become children of God, 13who were born, not of blood 
or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 14And the Word 
became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a 
father’s only son, full of grace and truth. 
15(John testified to him and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes 
after me ranks ahead of me because he was before me.’”) 16From his fullness we 
have all received, grace upon grace. 17The law indeed was given through Moses; 
grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18No one has ever seen God. It is God 
the only Son, who is close to the Father’s heart, who has made him known. 

 

  



Dec 24 - Christmas Eve (Traditional Worship Only) 

Luke 2:1-20 

L: The Gospel according to Luke, the second chapter. 

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should 
be registered. 2This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was 
governor of Syria. 3All went to their own towns to be registered. 4Joseph also went 
from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called 
Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. 5He 
went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting 
a child. 6While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. 7And she 
gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a 
manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 
8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their 
flock by night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the 
Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, “Do 
not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 
11to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the 
Lord. 12This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth 
and lying in a manger.” 13And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the 
heavenly host, praising God and saying, 14“Glory to God in the highest heaven, and 
on earth peace among those whom he favors!” 
15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one 
another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, 
which the Lord has made known to us.” 16So they went with haste and found Mary 
and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 17When they saw this, they made 
known what had been told them about this child; 18and all who heard it were 
amazed at what the shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured all these words and 
pondered them in her heart. 20The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God 
for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 

 
 


