
1 SAMUEL 
 

Parents, you are awesome! As much as we love our jobs and being with your kids, please know that you have 

even more influence on your child’s faith formation than anyone! You can do this. This time that you spend 

learning together and talking about your faith is wonderful. You don’t have to have all the answers to everything 

(who does?). The biggest thing is that your kids see that faith is important to you, and that learning about God’s 

story as a family and how those stories changes our lives today will have a huge impact. Thank you for your work 

and dedication to your faith and to your kids’ faith!  

 

Below are some ideas for learning about the story and activities for thinking about how the story applies to our 

lives. 

 

Read scripture with child(ren) 

1 Samuel 1 &2 

 

What Happened in the Story? 

• What do you think about the story for today? What jumped out at you either because it was nice or 

strange or confusing? (Let kids think about it on their own and spark conversations based on their 

thoughts first) 

• How would you feel if you were Hannah?  

• What does it say about God that God responded so directly to Hannah's prayer for a baby, giving her 

what she wanted so much?  

o God hears our prayers and responds 

o God is moved by our cries 

o God is able to create new life in a womb that had always been empty 

• Do you think God responds to all of our prayers? (Yes, but sometimes it can take years for the right 

timing, or God might answer a prayer in an unexpected way. It can feel like God is ignoring us 

sometimes, but remember that God can always see the bigger picture much more clearly than we can 

and has good reasons for responding in God's own timing and in God's own way. Our job is to trust God 

and keep praying!) 
 



 

Coloring page 

Take time to color in the coloring page. You can choose to save them each week, three-hole punch them, then 

put them into a three-pronged folder at the end of the year to create their own story Bible.  

 
 

Craft: Wrap up the Baby! 

What you'll need: 

Craft stick 

Tape 

Crayons/Markers 

Circles cut out of paper for each head (or they could cut them out when they are done coloring them in) 

Paper towels 

Construction Paper, cut into a square (you can do that ahead of time or have kids do it) 
 

"To celebrate with Hannah the birth of baby Samuel, we are going to make a little baby and wrap him up."  

 

Have them color in their circle with a baby's face, then they can tape it to the end of a craft stick. You could ask 

them what they would like to name their baby, just for fun. Next, they can take another piece of tape and stick 

one end of the paper towel to the craft stick, making sure that the top of the paper towel goes right under their 

baby face's chin. They can wrap it loosely around and around the stick and then tape the other end so it stays. 



They may want to add one more piece of tape from the back of the baby's head to the back of the paper towel 

to keep it connected well. 

  

Finally, have them wrap their baby in the construction paper 'blanket.' If they want to, they can decorate their 

blanket first. To wrap their baby, start by folding one of the corners down a bit - that will be the top. Set the 

baby down on it, then fold the bottom corner up over its 'feet.' Take one side and wrap it around, going a little 

past the center and tape it. Fold the other side over and tape it.  
  

Story Meditation 

Taking time to meditate with scriptures is a great way to teach kids how to connect more deeply with God and 

the Bible. Plus, today more than ever, it's so good to teach kids how to meditate and calm themselves down and 

practice breathing techniques every week. I would encourage you to incorporate Story Meditation each week. 

You can either show the video to the kids and have them do this meditation with me, or you can watch it ahead 

of time, learn it, and be the leader in person yourself. The prayer in it will change each week to fit each story 

lesson. 

  

Find the story meditation here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xoITBdNLQlI&feature=youtu.be  
 

 

Service Project: Book Drive, Part 2 

For the second part of the book drive, have kids put any books they brought into the collection box. 

• If you have anyone from the organization you'll be given them to speak about how the books will help, 

have them do this. 

• If you don't have a guest speaker, consider having the pastor (or another special guest leader) talk to the 

kids about how the books will make a difference in people's lives (based on however you are using the 

book drive). 

• You could also lead a conversation about how the kids who will get the books might feel about the books 

and how they might feel that your congregation cares about them. How might giving these books away 

teach people about God? (That God also loves them and is taking care of them) 

• Pray over the books (kids can place their hands on a book as you do so), either your own prayer or the 

following: Loving God, thank you for all these books that we've gathered to help spread your joy. Bless 

these books so that those who will be getting them would feel your love through this gift. Amen.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xoITBdNLQlI&feature=youtu.be


Faith Story Prompts 

At some point, you can tell them a faith story of yours related to this story of creation. Hearing about your faith 

each week is a way for you to witness to the gospel, giving them examples of what faith looks like as it is enacted 

in and affected by life. Here are some ideas: 

• What has been your experience of wanting something so much and not being able to have it (or to have 

to wait a long time to get it)? Did it affect your faith life? Was it easy or hard to trust God?  

• Talk about a time when you prayed for something. How did God answer your prayer? Did it happen right 

away? Did it take a long time? Did God respond in the way you had asked or had expected? Did God 

respond in a different way?  

• When you are waiting for God to respond to your prayer, how do you continue to trust in God during 

that wait? 
 

Discipleship Take Away 

What you'll need: 

Elastic string 

Different colored beads (big enough so that kids can string them onto their elastic 

Tape 
 

"What is today's story all about? (pause for responses) Hannah praying and then being super happy when God 

gave her a baby. In Hannah's story we learn that God hears our prayers and responds. Though we also know 

through other Bible stories and in our own life experiences that sometimes God's responses are not always as 

obvious as in Hannah's case. So, as Christian disciples, what does this story tell about what we should do? (pause 

for guesses) As disciples, we need to take prayer seriously!  

 

We are going to each make a prayer bracelet with different colored beads. You can wear your bracelet each day 

and when you have a moment, you can pray with it. As you pray, you can hold onto each bead, one at a time. 

Whatever color you are holding onto will remind you to pray for a different thing. (Feel free to adapt the 

following based on the beads you have) When you hold a red bead, pray for someone you love - you can 

remember this because the red is like a heart. When you hold a yellow bead, pray for something that makes you 

want to yell - something that's bugging you (Yell for yellow). When you hold a green bead, pray for the natural 

world of God's creation and its protection (green like the plants of nature). When you hold a blue bead, pray 



about something that makes you sad (blue for something that makes you blue). When you hold a black bead, 

pray for people of color and for an end to racism and oppression. It's okay if you make up your own ways to use 

the colors on your bracelets to pray, too."  

 

Give each child a bit of elastic string and tape so that they can tape one end of their string to the table in front 

of them and then string their beads. When they are done, tie them into a bracelet for them.  

 
 

Closing Prayer 

"Let's close our eyes and close our hands and pray, 

Dear God, 

we thank you for always hearing our prayers. Help us to see how you respond to them in our lives, giving us 

patience when the timing isn't as fast as we'd like. Guide our hearts to always put our trust in you. Amen.  
 

 

Blessing 

Make the sign of the cross in the air in front of each of them as you look them in the eye and say, "God will 

always be faithful to you." 

 

Throughout the Week 

If you don’t already have prayer routines at your house, this would be a good week to start one (or more!). A 

family prayer before dinner and/or before bedtime are popular. Another meaningful place to add a daily prayer 

as a family is right before everyone leaves the house in the morning – it’s a great way to connect and bless each 

other before the craziness of the day. You could have a set prayer that everyone learns and says together or you 

could take turns saying whatever comes to your heart. Don’t worry about being self-conscious, just go for it and 

don’t worry about it being perfect! You could also get a beach ball and space out words around it as topics to 

pray for (family, the oppressed, leaders, the ill, teachers, the vulnerable, e.g.). You could pass the ball around to 

each other and whatever word is facing the person who catches it is the topic they pray about. This could be 

done well at bedtime.  
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