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what exactly is the gospel, then? What 
is this “good news” we Christians talk 
about so much? How do we define it? 
How do we know it when we hear it? Is 
it just something that makes us feel all 
warm and fuzzy? That simply assuages 
our guilt so that we can go along in life 
oblivious to our neighbor’s suffering? 
Or is it something deeper and more 
challenging than that?
When we turn to “the gospels,” we 
find Jesus going about his ministry, 
“preaching the good news.” Luke’s 
gospel gives us a bit of a glimpse 
of what this means when John the 
Baptist’s disciples come and ask Jesus if 
he’s the one who is to come or should 
they wait for another?
Jesus’ response is: “Go back and report 
to John what you have seen and heard: 
The blind receive sight, the lame walk, 
those who have leprosy are cleansed, the 
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Just Preach the Gospel
by Pastor Rebecca Craig

There is so much going on in 
our world right now, it’s hard to 
keep up. As we’ve been seeing 

here in Florida, Covid-19 hasn’t gone 
away and has affected members of 
our own congregation and friends. 
Hopefully by the time this is printed 
those cases will be on the road to 
recovery. In the midst of that we’re 
seeing unprecedented protests against 
racial injustices and uprisings against 
police brutality all over the world. I 
hear constantly from those who were 
activists in the sixties say they’ve never 
seen anything like this in their lifetime. 
And amid the cacophony of upheaval 
and events, I hear people turning to 
pastors and saying… “just preach the 
gospel. Church needs to be our escape 
from the problems of the world.”
Just preach the gospel. 
I found this to be an interesting 
statement because it begs the question: 
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Pastor Rebecca's
Monthly

Message

July 11th - Maybe?
by John McCluskey
Council President

deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the 
good news is proclaimed to the poor.” 
(Luke 7:22)
How was John to know Jesus was a 
representative of God? By how he 
healed – and how he addressed the 
needs and issues of the poor. How 
he took on the political and power 
structures of his day that were rife 
with inequalities and greed. For 
Jesus – the good news of God's 
Kingdom was a tangible reality in 
the here and the now.
For Paul, after Jesus’ death and 
resurrection, this healing and 
liberation take on a more cosmic 
scale for not just humanity, 
but all of creation. It offers the 
redemption of our world as we 
join once again in community 
with our creator, devoid of the 
sins that separate us now.
So what is the gospel? Is it about 
life after death? About forgiveness 
and eternal life with God? Yes. And 
in the midst of a deadly virus that 
is ravaging our state and country, 
we need to hear these promises 
more than ever. 
Is it about justice, healing and 
freedom in the here and now? Yes. 

Delay, postpone, set a date, move a date, 
pick a new date, review data, delay, 
postpone, set a date…what a crazy 

cycle we are in. We are now targeting to hold 
our first service at 6:00 pm on July 11th. We 
were hoping to gather on July 5th, though with 
recent events Council and Staff did not feel that 

would be safe at our June meeting. I hope we can hold to this schedule but 
we will continue to review the data. Cases will go up as testing increases 
but it is the increase in hospitalizations and deaths that also have to be 
considered. Both of these have continued to rise since Pastor Chad drafted 
his letter which is why we decided to delay at least another week. 
Some of the other churches in our area have chosen to reopen. Some of 
these have not been able to offer any worship during this shut down. We 
have been fortunate to be able to live stream both our Contemporary and 
Traditional services. We are now offering Communion after each service and 
our members can also participate at their homes. This is certainly not the 
same as attending worship in our sanctuary but it is safer. We, the Council 
and Pastors, have done significant research into the risks of reopening. I 
personally, believe the greatest risk is from singing. It turns out that we 
exhale up to 8 times as much air when we sing as we do when we speak. This 
has the chance of putting a lot of the virus in our air which is then cooled 
and recirculated by our air conditioning systems. It can take up to 12 hours 
for the virus to die in this environment. That is why we have changed our 
plans to hold a Vespers Service on Saturday nights in our Sanctuary. This 
service will be more contemplative, with no singing, but will have a sermon, 
and will require making reservations and masks. We will continue to live 
stream two services on Sunday. 
We are doing our best to reopen safely but that will not mean attending 
worship will be risk free when we do. Our council discussed this at our 
last meeting and 11 of the 13 members said they were not ready to return 
to service until the hospitalization rates started to decline. Many were still 
cautious about returning as they have been good about self-distancing and 
staying out of harms way. I would ask all our members to consider their 
personal health and circumstances as you determine when the right time 
is for you to join us for worship in our sanctuary. Whenever we return 
to “normal” worship, we will continue to live stream our services after we 
reopen. Please continue to be safe and worship in the manner that is best for 
you. I look forward to seeing you when the time is appropriate!

(continued on page 3...)

(...continued from page 1)

MONTHLY GOOD NEWS DEADLINE
The deadline to submit items for the monthly newsletter is the 

15th of each month. Items received after the 15th may or may 
not make it into the newsletter. To submit items, send an email 

to: ilcmedia2655@gmail.com
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It’s strangely enough about both… 
the here and now, as well as cosmic 
reconciliation. Luther referred to 
this as the “now and not yet.” 
I know I’ve said this many times 
but perhaps it bears repeating…the 
gospel comforts the afflicted, and 
afflicts the comfortable. How we 
hear any given passage in scripture 
 —as either law or gospel—will 
depend on how we locate ourselves. 
Do we identify ourselves with the 
poor, the lowly, the oppressed, the 
sick and the marginalized? Or with 
the mighty and rich that he casts 
down from their thrones and sends 
away empty? 
If the former – then these promises 
are gospel. If the latter…perhaps 
some law and conviction. Now, 
that conviction is not meant to 
leave us there – it’s meant to move 
us to action. It’s meant to make us 
aware of the plight of our neighbor 
and work toward issues of justice 
and equality on their behalf. 
The gospel message is ultimately 
not an escape from our problems. 
Quite the opposite. It meets them 
head on. It speaks into them 
in order to offer hope for the 
oppressed, a healing balm for the 
sick, and to confront those powers 
and systems that continue to foster 
those inequities. 
So when you ask pastors to “just 
preach the gospel,” you're asking 
them to do all of that.
 

July 11th - Maybe?
by John McCluskey
Council President

(...continued from page 2)

by Cheryl Gundersdorff
Deacon

I think we can all agree that this year thus far 
has been challenging. It will continue to be for 

a while. The uncertainties are how long and how 
many more people will be made ill and possibly die 
from the COVID-19 virus. Life is full of challenges 
and some are tougher to deal with than others.

So how do we as Christians act and react to life’s challenges?  Do we act 
under the umbrella of fear or the umbrella of faith? What effect does 
that have on our witness to the world? I am not saying we should not be 
concerned about the challenges we face, just that we have a choice in who 
to listen to, the voice of the devil or the voice of God.
The devil loves to antagonize us with paralyzing fears and doubts. His goal 
is to draw us away from God. If he succeeds, we become an ineffective 
witness of God’s love. There is nothing different about us to get the 
attention of non-believers of Christ. We are just another person in the 
crowd worrying and complaining with the rest.
The alternative is to listen to the voice of God, who in the midst of life’s 
challenges promises us His love, peace, and strength. Do you remember 
when the disciples were overwhelmed with the challenge of fighting against 
the strong wind in their boat? Added to their fear was their perception of a 
ghost walking on water. Jesus says to them, “Take courage! It is I. Don’t be 
afraid.” (Matt. 14:27) They sure were glad to see it was Jesus! Responding 
to Peter’s request, Jesus invited Peter to get out of the boat. I have a feeling 
that Peter was both afraid and excited about this opportunity. So walking 
on water he goes. What an amazing experience! I can imagine that he can 
hardly wait to tell his community about the power and peace of Jesus. 
Until he listened to the voice of fear and took his eyes off Jesus and began 
to sink with fear.

Listening to God

The Salvation Army still 
desperately needs your 

donations! Immanuel is a 
drop-off location for non-

perishable foods weekdays 
from 9 am - noon.

GRIEFSHARE GROUP ONLINE
Tuesdays via Zoom from 4-5 pm.

Contact Pr. Dave Dangerfield if you are interested in 
participating. 561-756-2409 or dangerfd@comcast.net

STEPHEN MINISTRY
We are living in challenging times right now. Are you feeling 
overwhelmed and need to feel more of God’s love? Stephen 
Ministry may be able to help. Having a Stephen Minister is 

being wrapped in God’s love. If you would like to have your own 
Stephen Minister, please contact  your Stephen Leaders, Deacon 

Cheryl Gundersdorff, 221-8939 or Dr. Dave Hakala 219-0715



4

CONGREGATIONAL 
COUNCIL

President 
John McCluskey 

john@floridaoutdoorsrv.com
Vice President 
Gary Winslow 

garwins@msn.com
Secretary 

Laraine Montgomery 
laraine14@comcast.net

Treasurer 
Kim Shrum 

kim.shrum2011@gmail.com
Finance 

Ron Froehlich 
rfroeh1944@gmail.com

Worship 
Marcie Balow 

mbalow45@gmail.com
Stewardship 

Doug Crawford 
dougc@mfps.us

Evangelism 
Shelli Grimmelsman 

sgrimmelsman@gmail.com 
Service 
Vacant 

Learning 
Andy Jankens 

ajankens@yahoo.com
Property 

Dave Vanderslice 
ndslice@comcast.net

Communications 
Pete Morello 

shipperpete@gmail.com
Faith, Fun & Fellowship 

Karen Coombs 
Klcoombs1@yahoo.com

Small Groups 
Kate McCormic 

Kate418@bellsouth.net

Operating Fund Income & Expenses
Our year-to-date operating income and expenses using the latest report 

of the treasurer.

Through 05/31/2020 ILC & IELC

Income $381,708.03

Expenses $361,663.17

Difference $20,044.86

Monthly Giving Report
A report of our giving compared to the approved budget the 

congregation agreed to at the annual meeting. We're including last year 
as a comparison as well 

May 2020 May 2019 May 2020 May 2019

Given $48,478.25 $36,322.42 $216,857.83 $228,605.24

Needed $55,865.00 $55,400.00 $245,806.00 $232,680.00

Difference ($7,386.75) ($7,997.58) ($28,948.17) ($4,074.76)

Several weeks ago, a group of us began a journey of listening and learning 
about the history and plight of people of color in our society. We began 

by watching a Netflix documentary called “13th” which explores the 
history of racism in our country and its lasting effects today. 

Why? Why are we doing this and why does it matter? It matters 
because over and over scripture calls us toward justice and equality. 

The very first book of the Bible, tells us humanity is created in God’s 
image. The prophets continually speak of justice. Jesus is given because 
“God so loved the world” and in Galatians 3:28 Paul penned, “There 
is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no 
longer male and female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus.” These 
declarations in scripture aren’t meant to be ideals or aspirational. The 
work of equality and justice have been the work of the church since 

before the church even existed. Our own Lutheran tradition was born 
out of Luther’s concern that the catholic church was unjustly taking 
advantage of the vulnerable. Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. led the 

Civil Rights Movement on deeply rooted Christian principals. 
Simply put, we are engaging in this endeavor of listening, learning and 

engagement because it is part of our baptismal promise to “serve all 
people in the example of Jesus, and to strive for justice and peace in all 

the earth.” 
We have created a new small group “328” (named for Galatians 3:28). I 

invite you on this journey with us Sunday’s at 7:00 on Zoom. 

Meeting ID 864 8101 3401 • Password 929057

328 Group
Conversations and Action Toward Racial & Social Justice
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IMMANUEL STAFF
Lead Pastor 

Chad Fair 
pastorchad@ilcpalmcity.org

Pastor 
Rebecca Craig 

pastorrebecca@ilcpalmcity.org

Deacon 
Cheryl Gundersdorff 

cherylgundersdorff@ilcpalmcity.org

Organist & Choir Director 
Jim Peppers, Cantor 

jimpeppers@ilcpalmcity.org

Contemporary Worship Leader 
Brittany Lustig 

brittanyannelustig@gmail.com

Director of Early Learning Center  
Beth Tatem 

bethtatem@ilcpalmcity.org

Children, Youth & Family Director 
Jessica Morejon 

jessicamorejon@ilcpalmcity.org

Office Manager 
Mary Alicea 

maryalicea@ilcpalmcity.org

Administrative Assistant 
Sheri Muller 

sherimuller@ilcpalmcity.org

Sextons 
Indra GoPaul 

indramarinagopaul@gmail.com

Garron Morley 
garronmorley@yahoo.com 

Prayer Requests
To add someone to the prayer list contact:

Sheri at sherimuller@ilcpalmcity.org
To add someone to the prayer chain contact:

Cheryl Gundersdorff, 772-221-8939 or  
cherylgundersdorff@ilcpalmcity.org

Mobile
Text: IPCGIVE

to 77977
or download 

our app

Online
immanuelpalmcity.org

Click the "make a 
donation" button

Envelopes
mail to 

the church

Make it simple! Give online!

Prayer Chain Ministry
Are you looking for something to do 

while “being safe at home”? Consider 
joining Immanuel’s prayer chain ministry. 
It is super easy: you pray for people at 

your convenience. For more information 
or to request prayer, contact Deacon 

Cheryl Gundersdorff, 221-8939.

From the Choir Loft 
and Organ Bench
by Jim Peppers 
Cantor/Organist/Choir Director

In these most difficult times, our lives 
are so different. Our day to day routine 

is disrupted. We are fearful of an invisible 
enemy. We are all learning how to remain safe and live under the 
confines of our homes and the "new" norm that has been created. But, 
this too shall pass. We are just impatient and do things that push for 
a quick end and we want to go back to the way our lives were before 
all this. Hopefully, that will never happen. A return to our busy lives 
and hustle and bustle never gave the opportunities to be with family 
and friends, maybe if it is only on the phone. We are all reconnecting 
with people we haven't spoken with for a long time. We talk on 
the phone because that is the ultimate physical distancing. It's just 
safe. We pray more. We talk to God for guidance and patience. It's a 
new realization that our lives will be different because of all this. The 
church is different, too. We communicate worship through a new 
medium that our church had the insight to plan for long ago. We 
reach people that we never were able to before. People that couldn't 
come to the physical building of our Church. So, our Church has 
expanded and given us a chance to further explore that opportunity. 
The whole staff appreciates what a steadfast and true congregation 
we have. Things will never be the same and that's a good thing. We 
will appreciate better each other and have a closer relationship to the 
Almighty. It has forced us to "pause". God hears us and is always with 
us. Let his name be praised.
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Jessica Morejon
Youth & Family

Update
Hi all! It’s been a difficult month 

for youth and families. I mean, 
I know it’s been difficult for mostly 
everyone in the human race but 
my thoughts specifically are with 
the young families. Many had to 
adapt to being schooled at home. 

Majority were not afforded the opportunity of last walks through school 
hallways and farewell send-offs from fellow classmates and teachers. And 
then an outstanding amount have had to endure the disappointment of 
milestone celebrations (graduations, birthdays, end of year recitals, etc.) 
being cancelled. No one was prepared for such a radical change in a rather 
short period of time. Nevertheless, with all this additional “free time” 
He has provided us, have we been able to do His work? Have we really 
taken the provided “God Stop” to share Him? In a time where so many 
questions are unanswered - have we turned to Him for the response we 
already know to be the truth? I am usually light-hearted in these monthly 
communications. However, as I sit back and hear of the daily happenings 
in our nation my thoughts wander to the gospel. How have we allowed so 
much focus towards what “group” we are a part of, when who our hearts 
belong to is really most important.  I pray every day that our youth and 
families are led right back to their center of faith and hold on to the hope 
that He is standing side by side with us during these very moments. Until 
next time—love & blessings to all! 
Let us hold tightly without wavering to the hope we affirm, for God can be 
trusted to keep His promise.” – Hebrews 10:23

Adult Education
Deborah Circle 

2nd Monday of the month 
*Suspended until further notice*

Sisters in Spirit 
3rd Tuesday of the month  

7 pm @ Panera 
*Suspended until further notice*

Fellowship 
& Service 
Ministries

Flying Solo 
40-65 Singles Ministry 

Suspended until further notice.

Griefshare 
Tuesdays, 4-5 pm via zoom. 

Contact Pr. Dave Dangerfield 
561-756-2409

Saints Alive 
Suspended until further notice.

Prayer Shawl Ministry
3rd Wednesday of the month

6 pm • Room 203
*Suspended until further notice*

Quilts of Valor 
Weds 6:00 pm • Room 202 

Info: Jackie Koch, 772.834.8058

Altar Guild   
2nd Wednesday of the month 

10 am • Room 202 
Info: Marj Smith, 772.286.8974 
or Alice Windle, 772.220.1590 

*Suspended until further notice*

Stephen Ministry  
2nd and 4th Mondays 
6:30 pm in Room 202 

*Suspended until further notice*

Thursday Bridge Group 
Thursdays at 1 pm • Choir Room 
*Suspended until further notice*

Souper Sundays 
Every Sunday @ 4:30 pm • FDC 
Immanuel's Weeks to help are 

the 3rd and 5th Sundays 
Contact: Marcie Balow  

772.283.0982 or 
mbalow45@gmail.com

*Carry-Out only until further 
notice*

Children, Youth & 
Family

2020 Vacation Bible School
Immanuel Lutheran's VBS program has 

not been "DERAILED"!  Although it may 
be presented a bit differently this year, we 
are rather excited to share this "At Home 
VBS" experience with our community. Our 
bundle will provide all the necessary tools 

for families to gather throughout the summer 
and enjoy the VBS message together. This 

bundle includes our VBS curriculum goodies 
& crafts for a faith-filled adventure.

Visit immanuelpalmicty.org/vbs to register.

July 6 - August 7
9 am - 11 am
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Children, Youth & 
Family

Music Ministries
Contemporary Worship Team 

Wednesdays @ 5 pm • Sanctuary 
Contact Brittany Lustig 

brittanyannelustig@gmail.com

Bell Choir 
Tuesdays at 6 pm • Sanctuary 

*Suspended until further notice*

Chancel Choir 
Sundays at 10 am • Choir Room  
*Suspended until further notice* 

Cornerstone Singers 
Saturdays @ 5:15 pm • Sanctuary 

pdcjimmy@hotmail.com 
*Suspended until further notice*

Children's Choir 
Mondays at 12:30 pm • FDC 

*Suspended until further notice*

Children's Chimes 
Sundays at 10:30 am • FDC 

*Suspended until further notice*

   

Summer camp is up and running here at 
Immanuel, and we're so excited to see so many 

of our students after such a long break. Below is the 
summer camp schedule of activities! 

Early Learning Center
 by Beth Tatem, Director

 

                                                 Immanuel Early Learning Center Camp 2020 

JULY 2020 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

1 
 

 

2 
 

3 
 

4 
 

   
Ice cream 
Sundaes  

Disney  
Day 

Patriotic 
Day 

 

 

 
5 

 
 
 

6 

 
 

7 
 
 

8 
 
 

9 
 
 

10 
 
 

11 
 
 

 
Bounce 
House 

Super Hero 
Day 

Bird 
Feeders 

 
Nature  

Day 

Cup Cake 
Day  

 

 
12 13 

 
14 

 
15 

 
16 

 
17 

 
18 

 

 
Scavenger 

Hunt 
Water 
Day 

Bring your 
Bike /Scooter 

Western 
Day 

(No Lunch) 

 Music 
With 

Mr. Bryan 
 

 

 
19 

 
 

20 
 

21 
 

22 
 

23 
 

24 
 

25 
 

 
Movie & 
Popcorn  

Rock 
Painting Pirate Day Bounce 

House 
Ice cream 

Floats  

 

 
26 27 

 
28 

 
29 

 
30 

 
31 

 
1 

 

 
Insects & 
Spiders 

 

Water  
Day 

Dance 
Party 

Music with 
Mr. Bryan 

Last day 
Camp 
PARTY 

 

 

FOOD BAG DONATIONS FOR SOUPER SUNDAYS

We have started to distribute food 
bags at Souper Sunday again. So, we 
will be accepting donations of the 
following items:
Items should be easy open (pull 
tops). Suggestions: Vienna sausages, 
cheese and cracker snacks, tuna salad, 
chicken salad, cereal/protein bars, 

fruit cups, etc. Small toiletries are also accepted. We will 
place items into quart and gallon size resealable bags. Thank 
you in advance for participating in this project to assist the 
hungry in our community. 

Need additional information? 

Contact Karen Coombs at  
772-600-7272

Our target date for 
re-opening is Saturday, 

July 11th at 6 pm
For those who desire in-
person worship, we will 
offer a Saturday evening 
contemplative Vespers 

service with no singing, but 
will have a sermon, and will 
require making reservations 
and wearing a mask. Drive 

thru communion will be 
offered following the service. 
Our Livestream services will 

continue unchanged on 
Sundays at 9:30 & 11:15 am.

*Start date is dependent on 
current Martin County cases and 
hospitalizations. Should both of 

these continue to rise, we will not 
re-open until we are again trending 

downward.
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Regular Worship 
Schedule
Saturdays: 
6:00 pm 

Relaxed Traditional

Sundays:
9:30 am Contemporary

11:15 am Traditional

OR CURRENT RESIDENT

Watch our Livestream Services Every Sunday!

Watch on our AppWatch on Facebook
facebook.com/immanuelpalmcity

Watch on our Website
immanuelpalmcity.org

Sunday Morning Livestreaming Worship Times:
9:30 am - Contemporary Worship

10:30 - Zoom Sunday School/11:00 - Zoom Youth Group*
11:15 am - Traditional Worship

(*Zoom Meeting ID codes & passwords are displayed just before and after the 9:30 am service.)

For the time being we are having to worship online via livestream. Here's where you can find us. 


