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of what we were planning for Good 
Friday regardless of whether it is 
online or in-person. 
Holy Saturday as well will be at 7 pm.
Easter morning...we have some ideas 
on what to do for a sunrsie service 
should we need to do that online 
as well, so stay tuned on that one. 
Otherwise the other two services at 
9:30 am and 11:15 am will go on as 
scheduled either in-person or online. 
We know this is difficult, and it's even 
more difficult to try and plan a month 
ahead when things are changing at 
such a rapid daily rate at the time 
this newsletter is being produced. 
But the ministry staff and council 
leadership thanks all of you for your 
understanding and your patience as 
we navigate our way through these 
challenging times. 
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Holy Week...Online?

We are living in a time 
of new realities. In order 
to protect our most 

vulnerable populations we have had 
to practice "social distancing" due to 
the spread of the coronavirus. At this 
moment in time, we are planning that 
we may very likely need to do our Holy 
Week services online rather than in-
person. This is a hard one to wrap our 
minds around, we know, but unless 
something dramatically changes, this 
seems to be where we are headed. 
Either way, the Seder dinner is cancelled 
as we will not have the opportunity to 
plan even if we are able to gather. We 
will have, God-willing, an in-person 
Maundy Thursday service on April 9th 
at 7 pm—or an online service at 7 pm.
Same with Good Friday. We are 
hoping that we can still do the bulk 
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April 9th

MAundy 
thursdAy

7 pM

“love one  
Another”

Remembering Christ's 
command to his 

disciples to love one 
another.

April 10th

Good FridAy

7 pM

“At the Foot oF 
the Cross”

Hear the stories of those 
who were there, at 

the foot of the cross. A 
dramatic and musical 

service of shadows. 

April 11th

holy sAturdAy

7 pM

“he desCended 
to the GrAve”

A contemplative 
Sabbath service 

April 12th

eAster sundAy

7:00 am 
Sunrise Service

9:30 am 
Contemporary

11:15 am 
Traditional
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Pastor Chad's
Monthly

Message

Worship 
Marcie Balow

TEAM 
SPOTLIGHT

When I was first recruited to 
be Worship Chair, I was 
told one of the reasons I 

was being selected was that I was good 
at recruiting and organizing people to 
get tasks done. I guess that relates to 
Worship, as many hands are needed 
to get our Worship Services done 
each week. We need ushers, readers, 
greeters, communion assistants, choir 
and our musicians to pull all of this off. 
I want to thank Dave Hakala, Bernie 
Muckenfuss, and Ron Froehlich for 
scheduling the ushers each week; 
Trish McCluskey for our readers, and 
Marj Smith and Alice Windle for 
organizing the communion assistants. 
Then, of course, our pastors contribute 
their skills and knowledge to deliver 
services that are truly meaningful for 
all of us. 
Last year, we experienced a Good 
Friday service that most of us will 
remember for the rest of our lives. 
The vocal talents of Pastor Rebecca, 
Brittany Lustig, and Pete Morello 
combined with the moveable 
acting talents of members of our 
congregation, contributed to a most 
meaningful Good Friday. We truly 
felt the suffering of Jesus on the cross, 
dying so that we all might be saved. 
This year we hope to experience 

(continued on page 3...)

Lent has never been my 
favorite season in the 
church. Smearing an ashy 

cross while hearing the words 
“you are dust and to dust you 
shall return” isn’t exactly the type 
of kickoff I get excited about. I 

guess I’m more of a shout “He is risen” kinda guy. This year Lent has 
taken an even darker twist as we’ve been forced to move worship to 
an online format and limit access to campus. As someone posted on 
social media, “I never intended to give this much up for Lent.” Amen 
to that!!!
Our lectionary has followed Jesus’ ministry all the way to Jerusalem. In 
Mark’s gospel especially, it is clear the disciples really don’t grasp what is 
about to happen to Jesus. Honestly, who can really blame them? I mean, 
we have the benefit of knowing the whole story and still, at times, I don’t 
get it. Yes, I get it theologically, but the fact that Jesus is so unlike this 
world is hard to grasp. Think about what our heroes look like and act 
like. Think about where society tells us to look for help. The narrative 
of society tells us bigger, stronger, faster, more beautiful, more powerful 
people are our heroes. We have movies and TV shows about super 
heroes. We often laud the super-rich and wealthy. We even look to our 
elected officials (both sides are guilty) as those who will save us. Yet here 
comes Jesus, not rich, not strong (in a traditional sense), no movies or 
songs, never won an election, whose actions and philosophy go against 
what we view as powerful. Rather than crush the enemy, he says to love 
them. Rather than fight back he submits. If we didn’t know how the story 
ended, would we be any different than the disciples? 
I’d like to think after seeing 5,000 people fed with a couple of loaves 
and fish, stilling a storm, walking on water, healing the blind, curing 
the leper, ruining all that bacon (I mean casting out demons), raising 
Jairus’s daughter etc. I’d listen to whatever Jesus said. I’d like to think 
after seeing all that, I’d believe it when he said he would be handed 
over, crucified and on the third day rise again. I’d like to think I’d listen 
to whatever Jesus said. Well…actually…we do know what Jesus said 
and did. We’ve read about the miracles, the cross and the empty tomb 
and yet we’re more like the disciples than we’d like to admit.
I said earlier Lent isn’t my favorite season of the church year, but it 
has always been a time to learn and draw closer to Christ. I am a firm 
believer that God is present in the midst of whatever is going on, 
even a corona virus causing social isolation, quarantines or whatever 
is happening by the time this newsletter lands in your freshly washed 
hands. I’m also a firm believer that if we take a step back, we can learn 
from this situation. With so many extra things cancelled maybe this is 
a time of sabbath, a time to reconnect with family. Without everyone 
running in different directions for meetings and events maybe we can 
enjoy more family meals. Maybe without all the rushing around we can 
still ourselves long enough for prayer or devotion. Have you seen some 

(continued on page 3...)
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Pastor Chad's 'til We Meet Again
by John McCluskey
Council President

We are certainly living in an interesting 
time! For the second time in a little 
over six months, we have decided 

to close Immanuel. Both times the decision has 
been very difficult. Our primary mission is to 
“Spread the Good News” which is hard to do 
when we are closed. But we also have a duty to 

not put our members at risk. Last year during the hurricane and now with 
the Corona Virus our duty to our members has come first. I, for one, miss 
attending worship services each week but after much deliberation with our 
Pastors, the Executive Committee and the Council the decision was made 
to suspend worship and significantly limit use of our campus. I pray we 
never have to make this decision again.
One of our key initiatives this year was to be able to live stream our services 
so we could reach members who were not able to attend or individuals 
looking to join a church. We were able to speed this up and I hope everyone 
is tuning in to “Hear the Good News." We may not be able to use our 
facility, but we certainly can still worship together!
Unfortunately, Immanuel’s expenses do not stop when we close. We need 
your help in continuing to support our Church so we can come out of 
this with the strength to continue its growth and with a healthy member 
base. Pastor Chad sent a letter out asking you to continue your support by 
bringing in your contributions or by contributing thru Push Pay. This is 
significant enough that I am asking for your support also.
The last thing I will ask is that you pray for your leadership team as we 
continue to work through this difficult time. Decisions concerning the 
Early Learning Center, staff, facility usage and reopening are still in front 
of us as I write this letter.
Stay safe, be smart and remain healthy until we can worship in our 
Sanctuary together.

(...continued from page 2)
another meaningful week leading 
up to Easter Sunday, coronavirus 
permitting. While we had originally 
planned on the Seder for Maundy 
Thursday, we have had to cancel 
that due to the fact that we cannot 
properly plan for it and organize it 
given the circumstances. Instead we 
will have a regular worship service 
either in-person or online at 7 pm. 
The Good Friday Service, “At the 
Foot of the Cross,” will be another 
dramatic and musical performance 
sharing stories of those who were 
there. Holy Saturday, April 11, will 
be a contemplative service as Jesus 
has descended to the grave. All these 
services culminate in the Joy of Easter 
Morning, with a Sunrise Service at 
7:00 a.m., and both Contemporary 
and Traditional Easter Services at 
their normal times. 
Finally, a note about Coronavirus 
and the changes we have already 
experienced. The Pastors made the 
very tough decision to move the 
worship services online March 14-15. 
Those with access to internet were 
able to view an abbreviated worship 
service with Pastor Chad, Pastor 
Rebecca and our Youth Director, 
Jessica Morejon. At the time I write 
these comments, there is no way to 
determine how much longer we need 
to take care to prevent this virus from 
impacting our membership. The 
Good News is that our live-streaming 
is now up and running so we will 
continue to worship at 9:30 for 
contemporary worship and 11:15 for 
traditional. You can tune in via our 
website, immanuelpalmcity.org, via 
our Facebook page, on the app, or on 
our Youtube page.    

2019 Annual Report
is now available in the office or 

on our website. 
https://www.immanuelpalmcity.org/

annual-report

(...Pastor continued from page 2)
of the videos from Europe where neighborhoods would sing songs from 
their balconies? Have you seen the pictures showing how less movement 
has reduced pollution? Perhaps that’s a really good lesson for what a 
sabbath can do for us.
I suspect as Jesus moved closer to the cross his disciples became more 
and more uneasy. I suspect many of us are feeling more and more uneasy 
about what’s going on here and around the world. But if the season of 
Lent tells us anything, it’s that fear and darkness don’t have the last word. 
Many of the disciples scattered in the darkness of the cross, while the 
woman ran to the tomb. When the doors of the church reopen, whenever 
that is, may we run toward them telling others He is risen. Because the 
light of the resurrection always has the last word.
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CONGREGATIONAL 
COUNCIL

President 
John McCluskey 

john@floridaoutdoorsrv.com
Vice President 
Gary Winslow 

garwins@msn.com
Secretary 

Laraine Montgomery 
laraine14@comcast.net

Treasurer 
Kim Shrum 

kim.shrum2011@gmail.com
Finance 

Ron Froehlich 
rfroeh1944@gmail.com

Worship 
Marcie Balow 

mbalow45@gmail.com
Stewardship 

Doug Crawford 
dougc@mfps.us

Evangelism 
Shelli Grimmelsman 

sgrimmelsman@gmail.com 
Service 

John Heiti 
john_heiti@hotmail.com

Learning 
Andy Jankens 

ajankens@yahoo.com
Property 

Dave Vanderslice 
ndslice@comcast.net

Communications 
Pete Morello 

shipperpete@gmail.com
Faith, Fun & Fellowship 

Karen Coombs 
Klcoombs1@yahoo.com

Small Groups 
Kate McCormic 

Kate418@bellsouth.net

by Cheryl Gundersdorff
Deacon

It was a dark and dreary night of oppression. The 
darkness felt heavier than it ever had before. The 

sorrow was extremely overwhelming and numbing 
to their bodies, minds, and souls; the loss being 
more than Jesus’ followers could bear. The hopes 
and dreams of the long awaited Messiah were 

extinguished. So they thought in the midst of their grief. Suddenly, with 
the light of a new day peeking its way through the darkness there shone a 
bright light. The glory of the Lord was revealed to the awakening world. 
Where once there was darkness now there was light. Where once there 
was sorrow now there was joy; a joy that the darkness could never again 
conceal, for Jesus Christ, the Son of God has risen! He has risen indeed! 
Alleluia! May we go forth as Easter people living in the joy of Jesus, an 
inner joy that overcomes all darkness.  Alleluia!.

He Has Risen!

Operating Fund Income & Expenses
Our year-to-date operating income and expenses using the latest report 

of the treasurer.

Through 02/29/2020 ILC & IELC

Income $162,378.77

Expenses $157,663.31

Difference $4,715.46

Mobile
Text: IPCGIVE

to 77977
or download 

our app

Online
immanuelpalmcity.org

Click the "make a 
donation" button

Envelopes
mail to 

the church

Make it simple! Give online!

Monthly Giving Report
A report of our giving compared to the approved budget the 

congregation agreed to at the annual meeting. We're including last year 
as a comparison as well 

Feb 2020 Feb 2019 YTD 2020 YTD 2019

Given $38,481.60 $44,756.36 $77,430.11 $94,038.71

Needed $44,692.00 $44,320.00 $89.384.00 $88,640.00

Difference ($6,210.40) $436.36 ($11,953.89) $5,398.71
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IMMANUEL STAFF
Lead Pastor 

Chad Fair 
pastorchad@ilcpalmcity.org

Pastor 
Rebecca Craig 

pastorrebecca@ilcpalmcity.org

Deacon 
Cheryl Gundersdorff 

cherylgundersdorff@ilcpalmcity.org

Organist & Choir Director 
Jim Peppers, Cantor 

jimpeppers@ilcpalmcity.org

Contemporary Worship Leader 
Brittany Lustig 

brittanyannelustig@gmail.com

Director of Early Learning Center  
Beth Tatem 

bethtatem@ilcpalmcity.org

Children, Youth & Family Director 
Jessica Morejon 

jessicamorejon@ilcpalmcity.org

Office Manager 
Mary Alicea 

maryalicea@ilcpalmcity.org

Administrative Assistant 
Sheri Muller 

sherimuller@ilcpalmcity.org

Sextons 
Indra GoPaul 

indramarinagopaul@gmail.com

Garron Morley 
garronmorley@yahoo.com 

Prayer Requests
To add someone to the prayer list contact:

Sheri at sherimuller@ilcpalmcity.org
To add someone to the prayer chain contact:

Cheryl Gundersdorff, 772-221-8939 or  
cherylgundersdorff@ilcpalmcity.org

Prayer Chain Ministry
Need prayer? The prayer chain ministry 

team is honored to pray for you or 
someone you know. All prayer requests 

are confidential.
To join the prayer chain or request 

prayer for a loved one call Deacon Cheryl 
Gundersdorff 221-8939 

From the Choir Loft 
and Organ Bench
by Jim Peppers 
Cantor/Organist/Choir Director
As we are in the midst of one of the most 
challenging human times, we realize how we 
truly are connected to each other. The reach is 
all around the world. Our world is very small 

and the influences of each other is not as distant as it used to be. God gave 
us the world to protect and to protect and take care of each other. We now 
have a lesson to learn. How we treat each other, how we treat the world 
will directly affect each of us. We as the body of Christ love each other 
and this "distance" we have to maintain to protect and guard each other 
is very difficult. This is difficult because we are a community "standing on 
the promises of Christ our King!" But, he is there. He is with you in your 
solitude and listens to his children. We miss each other and our ability to 
commune with each other and the elements of our Lord. Let us remember 
that gathering together is an important part of Christian life. Our weekly 
worship gatherings just help us get through life. We are embarking on 
reaching through our electronic world. This will help us all stay safe and still 
offers us a chance to stay connected with each other. We are still gathering 
together just in a different way. There is nothing like gathering together in 
person, communing together, praying together, and singing the joys of our 
Resurrected Christ. But, this will give us a chance to pray together, sing, and 
join together as The Church.
I would suggest that if you have a computer and Internet that you google 
Lutheran Public Radio and listen to the music of our Lutheran confessions. 
It's just another way to stay connected and the quality of the music is 
incredible. Keep praying. Let's do it together. God listens to his children.

MONTHLY GOOD NEWS DEADLINE
The deadline to submit items for the monthly newsletter is the 

15th of each month. Items received after the 15th may or may 
not make it into the newsletter. To submit items, send an email 

to: ilcmedia2655@gmail.com



6

Jessica Morejon
Youth & Family

Update

Last month we spoke about 
community and February was 
all about love. Any guesses on 

what I am inclined on sharing for 
April? Why yes, I would love to further 
deepen our thoughts regarding both. 
One of our recent Sunday School 

topics mentioned God’s most important law(s) and how we choose to keep 
our end of the promise. Do you all know what “rule or law” I speak of? It’s 
absolutely okay if you’re not sure —you see even the wisest of pharisees & 
scribes were not sure which topped the list (in their defense there were over 
600 to choose from). Of course Jesus took this opportunity of question, 
and graciously provided them with the response of “I will share two of them 
with you. FIRST love God with 3 parts of yourself - your heart, your soul 
and your mind. NEXT, love your neighbor (every neighbor) the way you 
love yourself."  Hmm, once again falling back in love & community. He 
continues to call us and remind us of the simple rules of humanity He once 
provided. Surely we have all had days where we are on either side of the 
spectrum - giver or receiver of said love. Nevertheless, I challenge us all to 
consistently stay on the giving side of it. It provides us with those endorphins 
that create amazing internal satisfaction and it pleases Him! That’s all we are 
called to be grace-filled LOVING humans with one another. Will you keep 
your end of the promise?
Now in light of the ever-evolving circumstances, we have been made to 
worship a bit differently than usual for the last couple weeks. I will do my 
absolute best to continue providing our youth & families with a weekly 
Sunday School experience. That being said, please take this opportunity to 
share these messages with your neighbors- friends, family, teammates, co-
workers, etc. There is so much meaningful conversation/communication 
awaiting to be had—our plans of community may come to fruition sooner 
than expected. Sending all the virtual hugs and love. 

Adult Education
Deborah Circle 

2nd Monday of the month 
*Suspended until further notice*

Sisters in Spirit 
3rd Tuesday of the month  

7 pm @ Panera 
*Suspended until further notice*
Adventures through the Bible 

Wednesdays, 6:30 pm  
Off-Site

Fellowship 
& Service 
Ministries

Flying Solo 
40-65 Singles Ministry 

All get-togethers have been 
suspended for April.

Saints Alive 
All get-togethers have been 

suspended for April.

Prayer Shawl Ministry
3rd Wednesday of the month

6 pm • Room 203
*Suspended for April*

Quilts of Valor 
Weds 6:00 pm • Room 202 

Info: Jackie Koch, 772.834.8058

Altar Guild   
2nd Wednesday of the month 

10 am • Room 202 
Info: Marj Smith, 772.286.8974 
or Alice Windle, 772.220.1590 

*Suspended until further notice*

Stephen Ministry  
2nd and 4th Mondays 
6:30 pm in Room 202 

*Suspended until further notice*

Thursday Bridge Group 
Thursdays at 1 pm • Choir Room 
*Suspended until further notice*

Souper Sundays 
Every Sunday @ 4:30 pm • FDC 
Immanuel's Weeks to help are 

the 3rd and 5th Sundays 
Contact: Marcie Balow  

772.283.0982 or 
mbalow45@gmail.com

*Carry-Out only until further 
notice*

Children, Youth & 
Family

Bakesale Congregational Appreciation Worship
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How Can YOU Help Send Our Youth  
to the 2021 Youth Gathering?

SPONSOR! Do you have a business that is willing to sponsor this 
mission with a lump sum donation? See Jennifer Trent and/or Pastor 

Chad for ways that we can help promote your business in exchange for 
supporting this particular mission.

DONATE! Feeling generous and moved by our spiritually engaged 
youth? Write a check specifically to this mission by writing Youth 

Gathering in the memo line of your check or pushpay. Donate over 
time or in a lump sum. 

PRAY! Are you interested in adopting a youth member? You would 
pray for this child, send them encouraging notes and treats, high five 
them in church and just let them know that you are there to support 

this child on their faith journey. Each youth member needs a non-family 
related sponsor! Sign up sheets in the narthex! 

SERVE! There will be lots of opportunities to help our youth and serve! 
Many options are being discussed by the committee including an 

art night, VBS aftercare, spaghetti dinner or pancake breakfast and 
various fundraising sales. If you’re interested in serving this mission, 

sign up in the narthex and you will be contacted!

Children, Youth & 
Family

Music Ministries
Contemporary Worship Team 

Wednesdays @ 5 pm • Sanctuary 
Contact Brittany Lustig 

brittanyannelustig@gmail.com

Bell Choir 
Tuesdays at 6 pm • Sanctuary 

*Suspended until further notice*

Chancel Choir 
Sundays at 10 am • Choir Room  
*Suspended until further notice* 

Cornerstone Singers 
Saturdays @ 5:15 pm • Sanctuary 

pdcjimmy@hotmail.com 
*Suspended until further notice*

Children's Choir 
Mondays at 12:30 pm • FDC 

*Suspended until further notice*

Children's Chimes 
Sundays at 10:30 am • FDC 

*Suspended until further notice*

   

For the moment, the IELC will remain open 
to provide care for parents who still need to 

work during this crisis. How long we reamin 
open will of course be subject to change given the 
circumstances. If we are still in session,Thursday, 
April 9th will be our annual Easter egg hunt, 

which takes place on our school's playground. The following day, April 
10th we will be closed for Good Friday. 
The Spring Fling & Arts Festival on April 19th that the preschool 
children were going to be singing at has unfortunately been cancelled.

Early Learning Center
 by Director Beth Tatem

ALTAR GUILD
SPRING LUNCHEON

has been post-poned. We will 
let you know when it will be 

rescheduled.
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Regular Worship 
Schedule
Saturdays: 
6:00 pm 

Relaxed Traditional

Sundays:
9:30 am Contemporary

11:15 am Traditional

OR CURRENT RESIDENT

Livestreaming is Here!

Watch on our AppWatch on Facebook
facebook.com/immanuelpalmcity

Watch on our Website
immanuelpalmcity.org

Sunday Morning Livestreaming Worship Times:
9:30 am - Contemporary

10:30 - Children's Sermon and Sunday School*
11:15 am - Traditional

*Sunday school streaming will only be available for as long as in-person services are shut down.

For the time being we are planning on having to worship online via livestream. Here's where you can find us. 


