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Don’t get me wrong over the last 
18 months we’ve seen an obscene 
amount of upheaval; lives, institu-
tions and ways of life changed.  The 
question is…what now?  What did 
we learn?  What do we keep?  If we’re 
being honest some of the “old nor-
mal” isn’t worth keeping.  Remember 
about a year ago when everything 
shut down and suddenly our over-
booked calendars became unbooked.  
All the time we wished we had we 
suddenly had.  No more running out 
the door after work, families were 
able to gather around the dinner 
table without the clock ticking down 
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by Pastor Chad E. Fair

Normal is an adjective 
meaning conforming to a 
standard; usual, typical or 

expected.  Maybe it’s just me, but 
I don’t remember the word normal 
being such a normal part of our 
vocabulary prior the last 18 months.  
I recall using the word normal to refer 
to your body temperature as opposed 
to having a fever, but over the last 18 
months the phrases “new normal” and 
“return to normal” pop up everywhere.  
I wonder what return to normal really 
means.  I wonder if that’s a good or 
bad thing. 

(continued on page 2...)
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Pastor Chad's
Monthly

Message

to the next thing on the calendar.  
As a church we were forced to 
package worship in a new way 
and you were forced to consume 
worship differently as well.  For 
some, the ability to worship from 
home was heaven sent while oth-
ers had to find a way to make it 
meaningful.  None of it was easy 
but I’m a firm believer that God 
has a hand in everything, and the 
last 18 months are no exception.  
So, I’ve tried my best to focus 
on the positives with a spirit of 
gratitude.  
I’m grateful for the dedicated 
leadership and staff who helped 
us navigate impossible decisions.  
I’m grateful for the support and 
encouragement you’ve shown 
along the way.  I’m incredibly 
grateful for our teachers who went 
above and beyond to teach our 
children.  I’m grateful for front 
line workers who kept things 
open.  I’m grateful for doctors, 
nurses and other hospital work-
ers.  I’m grateful for a facility that 
allows us to worship in a beautiful 
sanctuary and I’m thankful for a 
capital campaign that will help us 

(...continued from page 1)

(continued on page 3...)

Forward Looking
by John McCluskey
Council President

Hello everyone! It is hard for me to believe 
that summer is almost upon us.  The 

year  seems to be flying by!   I have to start by 
thanking Pete Morello for developing this 
monthly newsletter.  He offered to prepare the 
newsletters while Pastor Rebecca is on Sabbatical.  
Thanks Pete!

The LIFT Campaign is moving along rapidly and very successfully.  Doug 
Crawford is leading this effort and has more details in his segment of this 
newsletter.  Your support has been amazing! 
We continue to work on the details for the Playground and the Parking Lot 
improvements.  Development of the plans will take longer than the roof 
project because we did not have a head start on them.  However, we are 
making good progress on designing each project and expect to be ready when 
the funds are available.  
The Council and our Pastors continue to monitor the Covid Virus.  Deciding 
how to safely reopen has been as difficult as deciding how to proceed during 
the height of the virus.  We have been relaxing restrictions for several months 
and will be discussing eliminating the requirement to wear masks while 
entering and exiting at our meeting on May 27th.  We all have different 
health considerations so please continue to worship with us in a manner that 
is safe for you.
I look forward to our worship experience returning to “normal” before too 
long.

MONTHLY GOOD NEWS DEADLINE
The next deadline to submit items for the monthly newsletter is July 15th, 

2021. Items received after the 15th may or may not make it into the 
newsletter. To submit items, send an email to: ilcmedia2655@gmail.com

Prayer Chain Ministry
Did you know that you have faithful 

sisters and brothers in the Lord who look 
forward to the opportunity to lift you 
or someone you know before God in 

prayer? Call Deacon Cheryl (221-8939) to 
begin those prayers.
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Volunteers are needed to staff the soup kitchen 
every third Sunday. Sign up in the Narthex or 

contact Marcie Balow.  
772-283-0982 or  

mbalow45@gmail.com

Souper Sunday
Immanuel's Weekend to staff the 
Soup Kitchen is the THIRD Sunday 

of the month.

Forward Looking
by John McCluskey
Council President

Adult Education
Deborah Circle 

2nd Monday of the month 
3 PM • Choir Room 

*on hiatus until September*
Sisters in Spirit 

3rd Tuesday of the month  
7 pm @ Church • Choir Room 
*on hiatus until September*

Immanuel 328 
CHANGE: 1st & 3rd  Sundays of 
the month "Crazy Love" Book 

Study starting May 16th 
via zoom

Fellowship 
& Service 
Ministries

Griefshare
Tuesdays 3:30 pm • Room 201

Quilts of Valor 
Weds 6:00 pm • Room 202 

Info: Jackie Koch, 772.834.8058

Altar Guild   
2nd Wednesday of the month 

10 am • Room 202 
Info: Marj Smith, 772.286.8974 
or Alice Windle, 772.220.1590 

*Suspended until further notice*

Stephen Ministry  
2nd Monday 

6:30 pm in Room 202

Wednesday Bridge Group 
Wednesdays at 1 pm  

Choir Room

Souper Sundays 
Every Sunday @ 4:30 pm • FDC 
Immanuel's Weeks to help are 

the 3rd and 5th Sundays 
Contact: Marcie Balow  

772.283.0982 or 
mbalow45@gmail.com

*Carry-Out only until further 
notice*

to Lift Immanuel For Tomorrow Together.  
 I remember our initial conversations about our leaky roof, pot holed 
parking lot and inadequate playground.  I remember all the discussion about 
whether this was the right time to even attempt a capital campaign.  And 
I remember taking that leap of faith, praying we made the right decision.  
These last 18 months have proven just how often we really don’t have all 
the answers and how often we need to turn to pray and do our best to fol-
low where God is leading us.  
 The question then becomes, how do we respond?  Not just for the 
generosity that has been shown for the LIFTT campaign but for everything 
in our lives.  The only answer I can come up with is gratitude.  Gratitude 
is something that can completely reshape our lives and the lives of those 
around us.  I know I don’t always say it enough, but thank you.  Thank you 
for your generosity.  Thank you for your support.  And thanks be to God 
for all the blessings in our lives.  
 In the spirit of gratitude let’s celebrate our successes.  On June 19th 
and 20th we’ll take some time to celebrate our success of the LIFTT cam-
paign.  That doesn’t mean our work is finished, after all it is a three-year 
campaign but that doesn’t mean we need to wait three years to celebrate.  
 In case I forgot to mention it…THANK YOU!!!

(...continued from page 2)

Operating Fund Income & Expenses
Our year-to-date operating income and expenses using the latest report 

of the treasurer.

Through 03/31/2021 ILC & IELC PPP Loan

Income $282,764.97 $91,290.00

Expenses $305,081.92

Difference ($22,316.95) $68973.05

Mobile
Text: IPCGIVE

to 77977
Online

immanuelpalmcity.org
Envelopes

We now have more ways for you to give!

May 2021 May 2020 YTD 2021 YTD 2020

Given $43,772.65 $48,478.25 $181,759.73 $216,857.83

Needed $55,300.00 $55,865.00 $243,320.00 $245,806.00

Difference ($11,527.35) ($7,386.75) ($61,560.27) ($28,948.17)
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Regular Worship 
Schedule
Saturdays: 
6:00 pm 

Relaxed Traditional

Sundays:
9:30 am Contemporary

11:15 am Traditional OR CURRENT RESIDENT

Watch our Livestream Services Every Weekend!
Livestreaming & In Person Worship Times:

Sat. 6 pm - Casual Traditional Worship 
Sun. 9:30 am - Contemporary Worship

Sun. 11:15 am - Traditional Worship
Masks & social distancing required at all in-person gatherings.

All Services are now both in-person and online via our livestream.

Watch on our AppWatch on Facebook
facebook.com/immanuelpalmcity

Watch on our Website
immanuelpalmcity.org


