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is looming on the horizon.
What’s going on? Discussions about 
defunding the police.
What’s going on? The taking down of 
confederate statues.
What’s going on? An unstable economy 
that threatens millions across the 
country.
What’s going on? My hair is longer than 
it’s been since at least high school.
What’s going on? I’m blaming my hair 
for the larger numbers that pop up 
when I step on the scale.
What’s going on? Ok so those last two 
are pretty minor in the grand scheme 
of things, but it seems like things are 
spinning out of control, doesn’t it? 
It’s like watching Scott Hamilton or 
Michelle Kwan doing a sit spin during 
the Olympics and wondering how they 
manage to not throw up on the ice but 
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What's Going On?
by Pastor Chad Fair

In 1971 Marvin Gaye released his 
hit song “What’s Going On." While 
I was not yet born, this song has 

transcended generations and last night 
lying in bed thinking about what to 
write for the newsletter the refrain kept 
playing in my head “Oh what’s going 
on, what’s going on…” The answer, A 
LOT!!! A lot is going on.
What’s going on? Unfortunately, 
Covid-19 is still going on, as we 
continue to see numbers rise in Martin 
County, around the state and country. 
What’s going on? Debates about 
freedom as it pertains to wearing a mask 
and the science of their effectiveness.
What’s going on? Parents and teachers 
alike are anxious about the prospects of 
schools reopening and whether we can 
do so safely.
What’s going on? People are marching in 
the streets for racial justice and equality.
What’s going on? A presidential election 
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Pastor Chad's
Monthly

Message

Finding a path Forward
by John McCluskey
Council President

instead of throwing up they keep 
going and finish their performance. 
How do they do it? Science and 
practice (I Googled it).
I don’t suspect any of us are taking 
up figure skating anytime soon but 
we can learn from figure skaters how 
to not get dizzy and throw up on the 
ice, metaphorically speaking, as the 
chaos revolves around us. Science 
and practice. Yes, even as people of 
faith, there is a place for science just 
as there is a place for medicine. The 
practice…prayer. The two really are 
compatible. 
If you’re driving down the road and 
someone pulls out in front of you, 
you might utter a quick prayer but 
if you don’t hit the brakes also, the 
chance is pretty good you’re going to 
crash. The scientists and engineers 
that designed your brakes played a 
significant role in you avoiding that 
accident. Things don’t need to be 
so either or, they can and are often 
both and. We really need more faith 
and science in our lives. However, 
beware of the outlier, even if the 
outlier fits your belief. Remember, 
4 out of 5 dentists recommended 
Trident gum. What happened 
to the 5th one? (Find out here:  
https://youtu.be/tXqAyMhgc7I )

Hello everyone. 
2020 is proving to be a challenging year 
on many fronts. Everyone individually, as 

well as, our families, church, work, community, 
and country have been affected by the impact 
of the Corona Virus. I can only pray that the 
remainder of this year is much better for everyone! 

Even in these difficult times, I am often surprised by how dedicated 
our members are. The Council continues to work to keep our various 
ministries and facilities functioning. Our staff continues to keep the 
administrative side of our church moving forward. Our pastors have 
developed a strong internet presence for Immanuel to continue to 
spread the “Good News.” Our “Souper Sunday” volunteers have not 
missed a Sunday. Our teachers continue our ministry to small children. 
We still have a lot to be thankful for.
Trying to decide when and how to reopen has been a challenge. In my 
last letter, I indicated we would reopen on July 11th and a few days 
later we postponed reopening until August 8th. I am sure this is very 
confusing to everyone. I have to thank you for your patience and for your 
support. I thought many of you would be disappointed or even angry 
when we changed our minds so quickly. But instead, several members 
took time to send us a note thanking us and supporting us for not putting 
everyone at risk. We did not receive one call or note complaining about 
the postponement.  This is tremendous support at a time your Council, 
Pastors and staff are trying to figure out the best path forward.
We are still looking at August 8th to reopen our sanctuary. This date is 
as tentative as all the others and we will continue to watch the increases 
in test results and hospitalizations as that date approaches. We are all 
in different places in our lives and should use our best judgement in 
determining when is the appropriate time for each of us to return to 
worshipping in the Sanctuary. I look forward to worshipping with 
everyone again when that time comes.

(continued on page 3...)

(...continued from page 1)

MONTHLY GOOD NEWS DEADLINE
The deadline to submit items for the monthly newsletter is the 

15th of each month. Items received after the 15th may or may 
not make it into the newsletter. To submit items, send an email 

to: ilcmedia2655@gmail.com

The Salvation Army still 
desperately needs your donations! 
Immanuel is a drop-off location for 

non-perishable foods weekdays 
from 9 am - noon.
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What’s going on with Covid 
and masks? Be diligent in prayer 
and wearing your mask and pay 
attention as scientists continue to 
learn more.
What’s going on with schools 
reopening? Be diligent in prayer 
and gather as much information as 
possible to make the best decision 
for your family. If you don’t have 
children going back to school or a 
teacher in your family, please pray 
for those of us who do.
What’s going on with racial justice 
and equality? Be diligent in prayer 
and listen to those most affected by 
injustice and those who have spent 
their lives studying it.
What’s going on with the 
presidential election? Be diligent 
in prayer and gather as much 
information as possible. Then pray 
some more.
What’s going on with defunding 
the police? Be diligent in prayer and 
research what the term means. I’ll 
be honest defunding sounds terrible 
but re-allocating resources to help 
reduce crime before it starts sounds 
better, it just makes for a bad slogan.
What’s going on with those 
statues? Be diligent in prayer and 
consider whether they’re erasing 
history or taking down a memorial 
to oppression?
What’s going on with the economy? 
Be diligent in prayer and help if 
you’re in a position. If you need 
help seek assistance.
What’s going on with my hair? Be 
diligent in prayer and abundant 
with hair care recommendations.
What’s going on with my scale? 
Never mind, I’m just going to stay 
away from it for a while.
These are indeed dizzying times 
for us all but if we can lean into 
scripture and pull from it those 
timeless nuggets, we remember that 
Christ is our rock. In times of chaos, 
confusion, uncertainty and even 
bad hair, remember you are loved 
by the God of the universe, who 
knows you by name.

 

Finding a path Forward
by John McCluskey
Council President

(...continued from page 2)

by Cheryl Gundersdorff
Deacon

Recently, a moth entered my home through an 
open door. I instantly knew what a terrible 

mistake it had made as it simply was not where it 
belonged. I knew its best chance for survival was 
out in the fresh air where it could thrive. I did my 
best to help it return to the outdoors. I opened 
the kitchen window when I saw it in the kitchen 

and tried to guide it towards the open window. It stubbornly flew the other 
direction. I tried to guide it towards an open door but it resisted my attempts 
to save it. It seemed the more I tried to guide it, the more it turned away. If 
only it could understand that I had its best interest at heart.

                Hmm…sounds a lot like humans. We think we know what is best for 
ourselves and go flying through life insistent that we know the way. All the 
while God is lovingly and patiently reaching out to us to gently guide us along 
what He knows is the best path for us to take. He tries over and over and over 
again, not wanting to give up on us. And what do we do? We dig our heels 
in, turn the other way, and head down paths fraught with dangers unaware. 
Maybe, in time, we come to our senses that perhaps our life is a mess and we 
sheepishly realize that we should have paid more attention to God. After all, 
He is the Creator and Sustainer of the world; therefore perhaps He really does 
have our best interest at heart.

                Yes, God really does want what is best for us, as He knows us better than we 
know ourselves. He even knows the number of hairs on our heads (Matt. 
10:30). By what means does God guide us? There are many. First and 
foremost is His Word. Scripture abounds with messages to guide us. We hear 
His Word in worship services and how we can apply it to our lives and we can 
read it ourselves in our daily devotions. Bible studies help us to understand 
it on a deeper level, and we can memorize our favorite verses. Another way 
God guides us is by putting us into a faith community where we can learn 
from and support each other. It is through His Word and community that we 
see His Holy Spirit opening our hearts and minds to His wisdom and truth.

                Sadly, I never saw the moth again. I suspect I will find its shriveled up body 
behind a piece of furniture someday. As we navigate these challenging days 
at hand and ahead, let us actively seek and listen for God to guide us on His 
path. He promises to do so in Proverbs 3:5-6: Trust in the Lord with all your 
heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways acknowledge 
him, and he will make your paths straight.   

           

Trust in the Lord

STEPHEN MINISTRY
We are living in challenging times right now. Are you feeling 
overwhelmed and need to feel more of God’s love? Stephen 
Ministry may be able to help. Having a Stephen Minister is 

being wrapped in God’s love. If you would like to have your own 
Stephen Minister, please contact  your Stephen Leaders, Deacon 

Cheryl Gundersdorff, 221-8939 or Dr. Dave Hakala 219-0715.



4

CONGREGATIONAL 
COUNCIL

President 
John McCluskey 

john@floridaoutdoorsrv.com
Vice President 
Gary Winslow 

garwins@msn.com
Secretary 

Laraine Montgomery 
laraine14@comcast.net

Treasurer 
Kim Shrum 

kim.shrum2011@gmail.com
Finance 

Ron Froehlich 
rfroeh1944@gmail.com

Worship 
Marcie Balow 

mbalow45@gmail.com
Stewardship 

Doug Crawford 
dougc@mfps.us

Evangelism 
Shelli Grimmelsman 

sgrimmelsman@gmail.com 
Service 
Vacant 

Learning 
Andy Jankens 

ajankens@yahoo.com
Property 

Dave Vanderslice 
ndslice@comcast.net

Communications 
Pete Morello 

shipperpete@gmail.com
Faith, Fun & Fellowship 

Karen Coombs 
Klcoombs1@yahoo.com

Small Groups 
Vacant

Operating Fund Income & Expenses
Our year-to-date operating income and expenses using the latest report 

of the treasurer.

Through 06/30/2020 ILC & IELC

Income $444,633.13

Expenses $426,986.79

Difference $17,646.34

Mobile
Text: IPCGIVE

to 77977
or download 

our app

Online
immanuelpalmcity.org

Click the "make a 
donation" button

Envelopes
mail to 

the church

Make it simple! Give online!

Monthly Giving Report
A report of our giving compared to the approved budget the 

congregation agreed to at the annual meeting. We're including last year 
as a comparison as well 

June 2020 June 2019 June 2020 June 2019

Given $41,121.81 $52,710.45 $257,979.64 $281,315.69

Needed $44,692.00 $55,400.00 $290,498.00 $288,080.00

Difference ($3,570.19) ($2,689.55) ($32,518.36) ($6,764.31)

GRIEFSHARE GROUP ONLINE
Tuesdays via Zoom from 4-5 pm.

Contact Pr. Dave Dangerfield if you are interested in 
participating. 561-756-2409 or dangerfd@comcast.net

FOOD BAG DONATIONS FOR SOUPER SUNDAYS

We have started to distribute food bags at 
Souper Sunday again. So, we will be accepting 
donations of the following items:
Items should be easy open (pull tops). 
Suggestions: Vienna sausages, cheese and 
cracker snacks, tuna salad, chicken salad, 
cereal/protein bars, fruit cups, etc. Small 
toiletries are also accepted. We will place 
items into quart and gallon size resealable 

bags. Thank you in advance for participating in this project to assist 
the hungry in our community. 

Need additional information? 

Contact Karen Coombs at  
772-600-7272
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IMMANUEL STAFF
Lead Pastor 

Chad Fair 
pastorchad@ilcpalmcity.org

Pastor 
Rebecca Craig 

pastorrebecca@ilcpalmcity.org

Deacon 
Cheryl Gundersdorff 

cherylgundersdorff@ilcpalmcity.org

Organist & Choir Director 
Jim Peppers, Cantor 

jimpeppers@ilcpalmcity.org

Contemporary Worship Leader 
Brittany Lustig 

brittanyannelustig@gmail.com

Director of Early Learning Center  
Beth Tatem 

bethtatem@ilcpalmcity.org

Children, Youth & Family Director 
Jessica Morejon 

jessicamorejon@ilcpalmcity.org

Office Manager 
Mary Alicea 

maryalicea@ilcpalmcity.org

Administrative Assistant 
Sheri Muller 

sherimuller@ilcpalmcity.org

Sextons 
Indra GoPaul 

indramarinagopaul@gmail.com

Garron Morley 
garronmorley@yahoo.com 

Prayer Requests
To add someone to the prayer list contact:

Sheri at sherimuller@ilcpalmcity.org
To add someone to the prayer chain contact:

Cheryl Gundersdorff, 772-221-8939 or  
cherylgundersdorff@ilcpalmcity.org

Prayer Chain Ministry
Are you looking for something to do 

while “being safe at home”? Consider 
joining Immanuel’s prayer chain ministry. 
It is super easy: you pray for people at 

your convenience. For more information 
or to request prayer, contact Deacon 

Cheryl Gundersdorff, 221-8939.

From the Choir Loft 
and Organ Bench
by Jim Peppers 
Cantor/Organist/Choir Director
What are your favorite hymns? Of course, 
we know the words of the first line or whole 
verse or all the verses. But, each hymn has a 

name. You can look at the Lutheran Service Book and open it up to 
a hymn and on the bottom right hand corner you will find a name 
listed in capital letters-this is the hymn tune. Some are very simple 
like CAROL or GREENSLEEVES. Other names are phrases or are in 
German or Latin.
Well, how do they get this name? Lets look at a few
DUKE STREET: John Hatton is the composer where the credit 
is given. As the story goes, he lived on Duke Street in St. Helen’s, 
Lancaster, England and that is where the tune originated. However, 
it was first printed in William Dixon’s book Euphonia 1805-1808 
published in Liverpool where there is a famous street there called 
Duke Street. So, a bit of a mystery. The hymns are “I Know That My 
Redeemer Lives” (461) and “Jesus Shall Reign” (832).
EBENEZER: Composed by Thomas J. Williams during the 19th 
century. In a village, in Southern Wales in Rhos is the Ebenezer 
Chapel. The composer attended that church. The hymn is “Thy 
Strong Word” (578).
FOREST GREEN: Forest Green is the name of a village in Surrey, 
England, near Ockley. Ralph Vaughan Williams arranged the tune 
which he transcribed from a singer in Forest Green. The tune is 
considered a folk song and was first published in “The English 
Hymnal with Tunes” and the “Journal of the Folk-Song Society in 
1906. The hymns are “O Little Town of Bethlehem” (361) and “O 
Sing of Christ” (362).
There are so many different stories in our great tradition of hymn 
tunes in our hymnal.  I borrowed some of these anecdotes from 
our “Lutheran Service Book: Companion to the Hymns”. It’s a great 
resource for history and explanations of how the tunes originated. 
More to follow, if you like.
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Jessica Morejon
Youth & Family

Update

Life is good & God is great! In 
the midst of the current day 
chaos and ever-changing local 

buzz with returning to school there is 
still summertime. Taking a moment 
to breathe in and share thoughts of 
gratitude with our Father brings 
comfort. Speaking of gratitude and 
change, our VBS looked quite a 
bit different this year for us here at 
Immanuel Lutheran. Nevertheless, 
it has provided many families with 
the time to share those beautiful 
moments together. Every day I look 
for silver-linings so I am able to 
share them with others. These past 
few weeks, I can say I haven’t had to 
venture very far. Immanuel truly has 
a unique community of youth and 
their families.
I would like to publicly share my 
gratitude with those kiddos (and 
their families) for being part of a 
distinctive VBS program this year. 
Emma & Tia, I mention them 
together because if you knew them 
they are a package deal. There 
is no way that you’d be able to 
stay straight-faced around these 
beautiful energetic souls. Rhianna & 
Reese – these sisters are the sweetest 
of siblings. Always willing to jump 
in and help out - with a smile may 
I add. They usually have very full 
schedules of their own and seem to 

(continued on page 7...)

Children, Youth & 
Family

Our VBS Volunteers
Christopher Carnes

Emma Grimmelsman
Tia Talanczuk

Reese 
Rinderknecht

Sergio Morejon

Rhianna Rinderknecht

Amy 
Eason
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(...continued from page 6)

Children, Youth & 
Family    

Welcome Back!!! School will be starting on 
August 10th, and we look forward to seeing 

all our friends and families. The start to our new 
school year will be different this year as we will 
not be having an open house due to Covid-19. A 
welcome package will be mailed out and include 

an open house information page. If there are any questions or concerns 
about school starting, please feel free to call Ms. Beth.
On a much sadder note, we are still reeling from the loss of Ms. Julie 
Witowski. For sixteen years she had been a part of the IELC family and 
words do not convey how she will be missed. Our thoughts and prayers 
are with her husband, Jim, and the rest of her family as they all grieve her 
passing as well. See our tribute on pages 10 & 11 for messages from the 
other teachers whose lives Ms. Julie touched.

Early Learning Center
 by Beth Tatem, Director

                          2020-2021 
               Immanuel Early Learning Center 
                           School Calendar 
 
August 10                  First Day of School 
  
Sept 7                           Labor Day 
 
Sept 11                        Bring your Dad to School 
 
 October 30                 Harvest Party 
 
November 11           Teacher Work Day  
 
November 25-27     Thanksgiving 
 
December 18           Christmas Party and Santa (Half Day till1:00) 
 
December 21-         Christmas Vacation 
January 5                Christmas Vacation 
         Classes Resume on Tuesday, January 5th 
 
January 18               Martin Luther King’s Day 
 
February 12             Valentine’s Day Party 
  
February 15             President’s Day 
 
March 12                   Spring Brunch (HAlf Day till1:00) 
 
March 15-19            Spring Vacation 
 
April 1                       Easter Egg Hunt   
 
April 2                        Good  Friday  
 
May 7                         Mother’s Day Tea 
 
May 20                        Last day VPK  (Graduation) 
  
May 28                       Last day of School - Half Day  12:15 
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February 12             Valentine’s Day Party 
  
February 15             President’s Day 
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have enough time to share here with 
the younger kiddos at Immanuel. 
Then we have Christopher, kid you’ve 
got talent beyond your years! I cannot 
imagine VBS without your charisma 
sprinkled all over it. Grimmelsman, 
Talanczuk, Rinderknecht and 
Carnes parentals, I am sending a 
great big virtual thank you hug for 
allowing your children to be part 
of this year’s VBS journey with us. 
Amy (Eason) you always seem to be 
in the right place at the right time. 
Thanks for jumping in and helping 
me out very unexpectedly, you rock! 
And finally, my very own personal 
“jack of all trades” Sergio. If there 
were ever times I thought I was able 
to navigate through our family’s 
daily craziness without you being my 
right hand cheering me on, boy was 
that silly of me. Thank you so very 
much for all the time you dedicated 
to me and VBS, it would not have 
been as fun without the daily laughs. 
I am extremely grateful that He 
brought us together when he did, 
undoubtedly He knows He created 
a great team here!
Throughout our Summer series 
we revisit scripture from Job 
& 2 Corinthians where we are 
continuously reminded of God’s 
love and community, both of which 
He created. I truly believe that we 
are unable to survive our earthly 
lives without a healthy balance of 
each one. Yes at times our schedules 
are full and rather hectic, yet taking 
that intentional daily “God pause” 
moment allows us to give Him all the 
glory He deserves! Enjoy the rest of 
your summer and don’t forget God is 
good all the time. All the time God 
is good!

"We are hard pressed on every side, 
but not crushed; perplexed, but 
not in despair; persecuted, but not 
abandoned; struck down, but not 
destroyed. We always carry around in 
our body the death of Jesus, so that the 
life of Jesus may also be revealed in our 
body". - 2 Corinthians 4:8-10
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Adult Education
Deborah Circle 

2nd Monday of the month 
*Suspended until further notice*

Sisters in Spirit 
3rd Tuesday of the month  

7 pm @ Panera 
*Suspended until further notice*

Fellowship 
& Service 
Ministries

Flying Solo 
40-65 Singles Ministry 

Suspended until further notice.

Griefshare 
Tuesdays, 4-5 pm via zoom. 

Contact Pr. Dave Dangerfield 
561-756-2409

Saints Alive 
Suspended until further notice.

Prayer Shawl Ministry
3rd Wednesday of the month

6 pm • Room 203
*Suspended until further notice*

Quilts of Valor 
Weds 6:00 pm • Room 202 

Info: Jackie Koch, 772.834.8058

Altar Guild   
2nd Wednesday of the month 

10 am • Room 202 
Info: Marj Smith, 772.286.8974 
or Alice Windle, 772.220.1590 

*Suspended until further notice*

Stephen Ministry  
2nd and 4th Mondays 
6:30 pm in Room 202 

*Suspended until further notice*

Thursday Bridge Group 
Thursdays at 1 pm • Choir Room 
*Suspended until further notice*

Souper Sundays 
Every Sunday @ 4:30 pm • FDC 
Immanuel's Weeks to help are 

the 3rd and 5th Sundays 
Contact: Marcie Balow  

772.283.0982 or 
mbalow45@gmail.com

*Carry-Out only until further 
notice*

Re-Opening Worship
It seems like these days the more you know, the more you learn how 

much you don’t know. That has certainly been my experience this week 
as discussions about public school reopening, our Early Learning Center 

reopening and returning to in-person worship filled my week. Each 
conversation leads to more questions and more uncertainty, ultimately 

revealing one thing consistently; there are no easy answers or magic 
solutions. The only thing I can say with any kind of certainty is that we 

at Immanuel are blessed to have dedicated leaders that are willing to 
wade into the challenges of our current reality. Whether you agree with 
the decisions over the last few months or not, their dedication should 

not be questioned. We are all simply trying to do what’s best and we pray 
that our decisions reflect that.

At our July meeting, council voted to move forward with our plan to 
re-open the sanctuary on Saturday, August 8th for in-person worship in 
a limited capacity. Some things have changed since our last decision to 
postpone reopening – mainly that people are taking the Corona Virus 

much more seriously. People are wearing masks, taking social distancing 
seriously, and in general being much more cautious.  Also, businesses 

that were closing a month ago have reopened albeit with better 
safeguards. These changes helped the Council to decide to re-open but 
to do so cautiously.  We remain very concerned about the safety of our 

members, Pastors, and staff. This will require us to re-open slowly with a 
smaller, shorter service and without singing. 

In making the decision to re-open, each of us is entering into a covenant 
with each other. A few weeks ago, I talked about our lost sense of 

community, not because of the virus, although that has certainly affected 
community, but because society has long struggled to put community 
before self-preference. If we are to successfully and safely reopen our 
sanctuary for in-person worship, we must put community before self 
(yes this includes me too). The potential risk of not doing so, puts the 

health and safety of you and the staff in jeopardy. Before I explain what 
reopening will look like, let me lay out our covenant. 

We agree that if we have any symptoms or known exposure to Covid, 
we will stay home and worship via livestream. If we have any 

questions about our exposure, we will stay home. We will wear a mask 
upon the exit of our vehicles until we return to our vehicle. We will 
practice physical distancing and make regular use of the provided 

hand sanitizer. 

Of course, some of these things are basic common sense, and yet 
some of the necessary precautions are hard because it’s not what we 

are accustomed to. I know the last thing I want to do is physical 
distance. I want the handshakes, fist bumps and hugs. However, for 
the safety of you, other members, myself, our staff and our families, 

we need to refrain. 
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Music Ministries
Contemporary Worship Team 

Wednesdays @ 5 pm • Sanctuary 
Contact Brittany Lustig 

brittanyannelustig@gmail.com

Bell Choir 
Tuesdays at 6 pm • Sanctuary 

*Suspended until further notice*

Chancel Choir 
Sundays at 10 am • Choir Room  
*Suspended until further notice* 

Cornerstone Singers 
Saturdays @ 5:15 pm • Sanctuary 

pdcjimmy@hotmail.com 
*Suspended until further notice*

Children's Choir 
Mondays at 12:30 pm • FDC 

*Suspended until further notice*

Children's Chimes 
Sundays at 10:30 am • FDC 

*Suspended until further notice*

Here’s what our weekend schedule will look like 
beginning August 8th & 9th. 

Saturday 6:00 PM - Meditative Worship
 Our goal is to provide a safe-in-person worship 

experience. We will start by having a 30 minute(ish) 
meditative worship service in the sanctuary. This service 

will provide an opportunity to be in our worship space for 
a time of prayer and reflection centered on the Biblical 

text of the day and the sermon. There will be music but no 
singing. At the conclusion of the service ushers will dismiss 
each pew individually for communion. Communion will be 

offered outside after the service. 
 We will be seating in every third row as we reopen, 

with a maximum of 6 people per pew and no more than 
two family units per pew. In order to ensure proper spacing 

and limit capacity we will require reservations each 
week. Our maximum attendance will be 60 people. To 

make a reservation please call the church office by 5:00 
PM Wednesday. If no one answers please leave a message 

with your name, contact info and number of people in your 
family unit attending. You can also email your reservation 

to:  pastorchad@ilcpalmcity.org. 
We will open the doors to begin seating ten minutes prior 

to worship (5:50)

Sunday worship – Livestream only
Contemporary livestream at 9:30 and traditional livestream 
at 11:15 with drive thru communion following each service. 
Our Sunday worship experience will continue operating as 

we are currently. 

*If Martin County returns to phase 1, all in-person 
worship services will be suspended.

 I know how harsh and jarring these precautions sound. We’ve 
been wrestling with them for months and these realities aren’t any 

easier. I suppose as Lutherans tensions are baked into our faith; sinner 
and saint, and law and gospel. We can now add worship and safety to 
the list. It is both our belief and our prayer that, with your help and 

understanding, we can do both.  
 

Thank You
As office manager I would like 
to give special thanks to our 
Guatemalan partners for all 

their help in the landscape and 
tidying of Immanuel Church and 
being there to set up our tent so 
we can have the drive through 

communion service.  They are a 
great asset to our church family 
and we appreciate them very 

much for all their time, effort and 
hard work they put in and being 
able to respond quickly to our 

needs.

Also thanks to Dennis Gundersdorf 
fand Larry Bateman for replacing 

lights on the property and keeping 
us able to see what we are doing 
and being available to help with 
repairs to keep us going.  It is so 

wonderful to have all their support, 
knowledge and hard work that 

they do for us.

~ Mary Alicea
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In Loving Memory
Ms. Julie Witowski

Words cannot express how saddened we are to have lost a great teacher, friend and 
family member. Someone so special can never be forgotten. It was my pleasure 
working with Ms. Julie for 16 wonderful years. She was a very strong a warm-

hearted person. Ms. Julie would go above and beyond to help out wherever she was 
needed. She is gone from our sight, but never from our hearts. We will all miss you 

Ms. Julie.
•  Psalm 62:1 - My soul finds rest in God alone; my salvation comes from him.

•  Psalm 147:3 - He heals the brokenhearted and binds up their wounds.
We love you and will miss you greatly.

~ Ms. Beth

I have had the pleasure of working with Ms, Julie since the 

opening of the preschool in 2005. Ms. Julie was a fun spirited 

coworker who was dedicated to helping and loving the children of 

Immanuel. I will personally miss Julie as she brought laughter 

to my days. She would make you laugh and smile, then turn 

around and put you in your place. Our preschool has lost an 

amazing teacher, friend, and coworker. I will truly miss seeing 

her everyday. Ms, Julie, fly high with the angels. I will never 

forget you. XOXO 

~ Love always, 

Ms. Natalie

I had the privilege of working side by side Julie for the past 13 years, and I truly enjoyed our special moments and laughs we 
shared. She was a dedicated loving 
teacher, not only to my daughter 

but to every student that cane into 
her classroom. Julie was such a wonderful friend always willing to 

help and give support. My thoughts 
and prayers are with her family. 

Julie will be missed so very much . ~Bonnie Ciampi

I’m so deeply saddened for this 
event; my heart goes out to the 
entire Witkowski family. I’m so 

grateful for having the opportunity 
to have known Julie  —to have been 
her coworker and friend. She was 
a blessing of a teacher for my 
autistic son who adored and loved 
her. Because of the autism, my son 
struggles with language, but the 
one thing he always said about 

Julie was that she was his first 
girlfriend. I loved Julie’s smile, 
her laugh, and her hilarity. She 
made everyday better, funnier. To 
say she will be missed will be an 

understatement. Heaven has gained a 
beautiful angel. 

I’ll miss you always, Julie. 
_ Christi

We don't know why you had to go
but we know that we will miss you so.
With your grin and special wink 
We can't take it in, that you are gone.
You brought joy and ease to many.
But a Beautiful soul lives on forever and 
memories of you we will always treasure. Now 
your spirit, has been set free, to be with God, 
for eternity.
Enfolded in love, as you soar on high
but for a while, we must say Goodbye,
So rest in peace, free from all pain
till we meet in heaven, again. 
~ Ms. Krystal

Among the many memories my favorite of Ms. Julie was having the opportunity to share with her how impressed Quinn’s kindergarten teacher was impressed with how she prepared she was even at a young age.  Her response was a humble smile. That says so much about who Ms. Julie was. ~Pr. Chad
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It has been a pleasure to have worked with Ms. Julie 

for the past four years. I will miss her dearly. I will 

miss going to work in the morning and interact 

with her. She use to give me advices and made me 

laughed. I will always remember and admired her 

strong character and her direct points of views. She 

was a very respectable woman. I am so sad that she 

past away, but one day I will see her in heaven. Ms. 

Julie is now healed, in Heaven and praising GOD.

"For we know that if our earthly house of this 

tabernacle were dissolved, we have a building of 

God, an house not made with hands, eternal in the 

heavens." 2 Corinthians 5:1

My condolences to her family. I will keep you in 

my prayers during this difficult and sad time.

God bless you,

~ Ms. Leticia

I worked with Ms. Julie over in the VPK building. She always made me laugh and she was quick to lean on, she was always there when I needed her. I will miss her 
kind heart very much. 

~ Ms. Becca

I have only known Ms. Julie for two years while working at 

Immanuel. She was very kind to me when I worked at the 

school. Ms. Julie was a great teacher and person. I will miss 

her dearly. 
~ Ms. Michelle 

Ms. Julie, such a presence on the campus at IELC, 
a staple. Ms. Julie was someone I was lucky enough 
to know on many different levels. Ms. Julie was my 
son’s teacher, my coworker, I also had the privilege 

of teaching her granddaughter Madison, lastly, she 
was a friend. Ms. Julie was the f irst person I saw every 
morning and the last person; I saw at the end of the 

day, when I dropped Madison to her. We always had a 
nice chat, laughed, joked and followed up on the day. 
I was able to see Ms. Julie in all these roles, I most 

enjoyed witnessing Ms. Julie as a grandmother. She was 
everything to Madison, she cared deeply and wanted 
nothing but the best for her. She was consistent and as 

we know she did not put up with any nonsense. 
Ms. Julie was a teacher that the children respected 
as much as they loved. My son grew and thrived 

under Ms. Julie’s care. She created consistency, routine, 
security, and knowledge. Ms., Julie had a humor, she 
was tough, but understanding. She was a rare teacher 
and the many children who have had the opportunity 

to call her THEIR teacher are the lucky ones. In 
this crazy world, it is heartbreaking to lose such an 

inspirational one of a kind teacher, mother, grandmother, 
wife and friend. Ms. Julie your impact has been great, 
your celebration will continue and your mark in this 

community will live on.
~ Ms. Alana

Julie was very caring. I worked with her for around 6 years. I remember that during Christmas time Immanuel preschool always supported "Angel Tree" from Salvation Army. Julie would get several tags that had kids' names and what they wanted for Christmas. She was so excited to make this child happy. She would  tell me: "I can not help it, I love and enjoy buying presents for these kids". What a wonderful person and a great teacher she was, impacting the life of many. Now she is enjoying her time with our Lord Jesus, but until we see her again, She will always stay 
in our memories. 

~ With love, Ms. .Libby.

This is a very hard letter to write..... Julie has been 
a part of my life for the past 24 years.  Not only 
have I worked with her the past 5 years, she was 

Jake's VPK teacher 6 years ago and she was also our 
oldest son's VPK teacher 20 years ago!  Julie was one 
of a kind and will be missed so very much.  I always 
left her class with a smile on my face and usually 
laughing.  She loved her preschoolers and they loved 

her.  She was an amazing Grandma to our sweet little 
Madison and a great mom to her four children, who she 
loved dearly.  We will miss you so much Julie!!  Un-
til we meet again my sweet friend. Rest in Peace and 

know the Blizzard family loves you!!
~ Shari Blizzard

Ms. Julie we are saddened to hear of your unexpected passing and know that you are irreplaceable in our hearts. May your 
family receive the peace and strength throughout this difficult time. Our little ones are grateful to have received your love 
when coming to Immanuel and it truly will not be the same. Knowing that you are with our heavenly Father watching over 
us here and sending all your quiet teachings are comforting. Your Immanuel family will miss you greatly!  ~ Ms. Jessica

I loved working with Ms. Julie, she was always willing to 
help me with youth events or children’s choir. She made me 
laugh in an unexpected way or time. It was this quiet 
unassuming humor that helped get you through a tough 

day or aggravating situation. She will be missed!   
~ Ms. Jennifer Cyr
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